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Creating	your	own	website	might	sound	technical,	but	trust	me,	it’s	easier	than	you	think.	I’ve	built	many	websites	from	scratch	and	I’ve	learned	all	the	tricks	to	make	the	process	simple	and	fun.	You	don’t	need	to	be	a	tech	expert	or	have	a	big	budget.	With	so	many	AI	tools	and	smart	platforms	available,	anyone	can	create	a	professional-looking
website	with	just	a	few	steps,	and	I’m	here	to	help	you	every	step	of	the	way.	In	this	guide,	I’ll	show	you	how	to	set	up	a	WordPress	website	from	scratch.	I’ll	cover	everything	from	choosing	a	domain	name	to	launching	your	site,	all	explained	in	easy-to-understand	terms	so	you	can	follow	along	without	any	hassle.	Whether	you’re	planning	to	start	a
blog,	a	business	site,	or	an	online	portfolio,	you’ll	find	all	the	tips	and	tools	you	need	right	here.	Let’s	jump	in	and	get	your	new	website	up	and	running!	Interested	in	learning	how	to	set	up	WordPress	and	create	your	website	with	step-by-step	video	tutorials?	Since	2008,	WP101	has	helped	more	than	three	million	people	learn	how	to	use	WordPress
to	build	a	website	in	just	a	couple	of	hours.	Follow	along	with	clear,	concise	video	lessons	that	break	down	each	step	into	digestible	bits	that’s	great	for	beginners!	Start	Learning	WordPress	101	»	Since	this	is	an	extensive	guide,	here’s	a	table	of	contents	with	quicklinks	to	help	you	navigate	the	post	easily.	What’s	In	This	Tutorial	Guide?	1.	Choosing
the	Right	Platform	to	Build	Your	Website	Before	you	start	building	your	website,	it’s	crucial	to	choose	the	right	platform.	The	platform	you	select	will	serve	as	the	foundation	for	your	site,	impacting	everything	from	ease	of	use	to	customization	options	and	scalability.	There	are	many	website	builders	out	there,	but	WordPress.org	stands	out	as	one	of
the	best	choices,	especially	for	beginners	and	those	with	intermediate	skills.	Why	Choose	WordPress.org?	Apart	from	being	free	(the	best	reason),	WordPress.org	is	the	most	popular	platform	to	build	a	website.	It	powers	over	43.5%	of	all	websites	on	the	internet.	That’s	huge!	It’s	popular	for	good	reason.	Here’s	why	I	have	personally	chosen
WordPress.org	for	my	own	websites:	User-Friendly:	WordPress	is	designed	to	be	easy	to	use,	even	if	you	have	no	prior	experience	with	website	building.	Its	intuitive	interface	allows	you	to	create	and	manage	your	site	effortlessly.	Highly	Customizable:	With	thousands	of	themes	and	plugins	available,	you	can	customize	your	WordPress	site	to	look	and
function	exactly	how	you	want.	Whether	you	need	a	simple	blog	or	a	complex	eCommerce	site,	WordPress	has	you	covered.	SEO-Friendly:	WordPress	is	built	with	SEO	best	practices	in	mind,	making	it	easier	for	your	site	to	rank	higher	in	search	engine	results.	Plus,	there	are	plenty	of	SEO	plugins	available	to	further	optimize	your	content.	Strong
Community	Support:	WordPress	has	a	large,	active	community	of	users	and	developers.	This	means	you	can	find	a	wealth	of	tutorials,	forums,	and	support	resources	to	help	you	along	the	way.	Scalable:	Whether	you’re	starting	small	or	planning	to	grow	your	website	over	time,	WordPress	can	scale	with	your	needs.	You	can	easily	add	new	features	and
functionalities	as	your	site	expands.	Cost-Effective:	WordPress	itself	is	free	to	use,	and	there	are	plenty	of	free	themes	and	plugins	to	get	you	started.	Even	premium	themes	and	plugins	are	generally	affordable,	making	it	a	cost-effective	solution	for	building	your	website.	That	said,	what	works	for	me	may	not	work	for	everyone	else.	Plus,	I’d	like	you
to	have	options	so	I’ll	give	you	other	recommendations	you	can	try	out.	Other	Popular	Website	Platforms	While	WordPress	is	my	top	recommendation,	it’s	worth	noting	a	few	other	popular	platforms:	Wix:	Known	for	its	drag-and-drop	interface,	Wix	is	another	user-friendly	option.	However,	it	can	be	less	flexible	than	WordPress	when	it	comes	to
customization	and	scalability.	Squarespace:	Squarespace	offers	beautiful,	professionally	designed	templates	and	is	great	for	visually	stunning	websites.	However,	it	lacks	the	extensive	plugin	ecosystem	that	WordPress	has.	Shopify:	If	you’re	focused	on	building	an	online	store,	Shopify	is	a	strong	contender.	It’s	specifically	designed	for	eCommerce,
but	it	can	be	more	expensive	and	less	flexible	than	WordPress	for	non-eCommerce	sites.	In	this	tutorial,	I’ll	focus	on	WordPress	because	of	its	versatility,	ease	of	use,	and	extensive	customization	options.	Now	that	we’ve	chosen	our	platform,	let’s	move	on	to	the	first	step:	choosing	and	registering	a	domain	name.	2.	Getting	The	Essentials	You	Need
Before	you	start	building	your	WordPress	website,	you	need	two	essential	things:	A	domain	name	A	web	hosting	plan	Getting	them	set	up	is	the	first	step	in	your	website	creation	journey.	Why	You	Need	a	Domain	Name	A	domain	name	is	your	website’s	address	on	the	internet.	It’s	what	people	type	into	their	browser	to	visit	your	site,	like
www.yourwebsite.com.	Our	domain	is	wp101.com	and	it	appears	in	the	address	bar	of	your	browser	like	this:	Choosing	a	good	domain	name	is	crucial	because	it	represents	your	brand	and	makes	it	easy	for	visitors	to	find	you.	Why	You	Need	Web	Hosting	Web	hosting	is	the	service	that	stores	your	website’s	files	and	makes	them	accessible	to	visitors
online.	Without	web	hosting,	your	website	can’t	be	seen	by	anyone.	Think	of	it	as	renting	space	on	the	internet	for	your	website.	Recommended	Domain	and	Hosting	Providers	To	make	things	easier,	many	web	hosting	providers	offer	packages	that	include	a	free	domain	name	for	the	first	year.	Here	are	three	popular	and	reliable	hosting	providers	to
consider:	1.	Bluehost	Officially	recommended	by	WordPress.org,	Bluehost	offers	affordable	hosting	plans	and	reliable	service.	Their	plans	include	features	like	malware	scanning,	secure	online	payments,	and	domain	privacy	protection.	Plus,	you	get	a	free	domain	for	the	first	year,	SSL	certificate,	and	CDN	when	you	sign	up	for	a	hosting	plan.	2.
Hostinger	Hostinger	is	one	of	the	most	secure	hosting	providers	with	features	like	vulnerabilities	and	malware	scanner,	enhanced	DDoS	protection,	and	secure	access	manager.	Their	plans	are	budget-friendly	and	come	with	a	free	domain	WHOIS	privacy	protection	for	the	first	year.	3.	SiteGround	Known	for	ultra-fast	web	hosting,	SiteGround	is
another	fantastic	option.	Their	plans	come	with	enhanced	security	features	such	as	an	AI	anti-bot	system.	SiteGround	also	offers	a	free	domain	for	the	first	year	with	their	hosting	packages.	Now	there	are	free	web	hosting	options	that	are	tempting	to	try,	but	you	need	to	be	careful	not	to	compromise	your	site’s	security	or	reliability.	Free	hosts	often
have	limitations	on	storage,	bandwidth,	and	features	that	could	hinder	your	website’s	growth	and	performance.	Additionally,	you	might	face	issues	like	slow	loading	speeds,	intrusive	ads,	or	poor	customer	support,	which	can	negatively	impact	your	visitors’	experience	and	your	site’s	credibility.	Here	are	reliable	free	and	affordable	web	hosting
options.	Here	are	recommended	hosts:	By	choosing	one	of	these	hosting	providers,	you	can	easily	get	your	domain	name	and	hosting	set	up	together,	saving	you	time	and	effort.	Registering	Your	Domain	&	Hosting	Plan	I	know	getting	started	with	a	website	can	quickly	become	expensive	so	I	want	to	help	you	set	up	your	site	even	on	a	low	budget.	The
WP101	team	has	worked	out	a	deal	with	Bluehost	to	get	you	a	web	hosting	plan	at	just	$1.99	per	month.	The	great	thing	about	this	plan	is	that	it	includes	everything	you’ll	need	including	a	domain,	SSL,	CDN,	and	email.	There	are	many	web	hosts	that	have	cheaper	plans	but	you’ll	have	to	purchase	these	essentials	separately.	Overall,	it	works	out
more	expensive	when	you	do	that.	For	this	tutorial,	I’ll	show	you	how	to	register	your	domain	and	hosting	plan	on	Bluehost.	Visit	our	special	Bluehost	offer	and	click	on	the	‘Get	Started’	button.	Choose	your	plan	and	head	to	the	next	step.	Here,	you	can	pick	out	a	domain	name.	If	you’re	having	trouble	coming	up	with	a	name,	try	out	this	Free	Domain
Name	Generator.	Then,	review	your	plan	details,	and	complete	your	purchase.	Once	done,	you	should	have	access	to	your	hosting	dashboard.	3.	Installing	WordPress	Installing	WordPress	on	Bluehost	is	straightforward,	thanks	to	its	user-friendly	interface	and	one-click	installation	process.	When	you	log	into	your	account,	you	can	click	on	the	Add	Site
button	and	Bluehost	will	handle	the	rest	for	you.	How	to	Use	One-Click	WordPress	Installation	Tools	in	Your	Web	Host	Most	hosting	providers	offer	one-click	WordPress	installation	that	makes	setting	up	your	website	quick	and	effortless.	Start	by	logging	in	to	your	hosting	provider’s	account	and	go	to	the	cPanel	(control	panel).	Look	for	an	option
labeled	“One-Click	Installs	or	Auto	Installer”.	This	feature	is	commonly	found	in	the	control	panel.	Many	web	hosts	also	offer	the	Softaculous	Apps	Installer	that	makes	it	easy	to	install	WordPress	in	a	few	clicks.	Choose	the	domain	name	where	you	want	to	install	WordPress.	If	you	have	multiple	domains	associated	with	your	hosting	account,	select	the
one	you	intend	to	use	for	this	website.	Some	hosting	providers	will	ask	you	to	configure	your	installation	by	entering	details	such	as	your	site	name,	admin	username,	password,	and	email	address.	Fill	in	these	fields	as	required.	Once	you’ve	configured	the	installation	settings,	click	on	the	“Install”	button	or	a	similar	option	to	begin	the	installation
process.	The	installer	will	set	up	WordPress	on	your	chosen	domain	automatically.	After	installation	completes	successfully,	you’ll	receive	a	confirmation	message.	You	can	now	access	your	WordPress	dashboard	by	visiting	your	domain	followed	by	“/wp-admin”	(e.g.,	www.yourdomain.com/wp-admin).	Log	in	using	the	admin	credentials	you	set	during
installation.	Using	the	one-click	WordPress	installation	tool	provided	by	your	hosting	provider	saves	time	and	eliminates	the	need	for	manual	setup.	It’s	a	convenient	way	to	get	WordPress	up	and	running	quickly	so	you	can	focus	on	building	and	managing	your	website	effectively.	4.	Configuring	Basic	WordPress	Settings	Once	you’ve	logged	in,	I
recommend	configuring	a	few	important	settings	right	away.	1.	General	Settings:	From	the	admin	menu	on	the	left,	go	to	Settings	»	General.	Here	you	can	set	your	Site	Title	and	Tagline.	This	is	what	visitors	will	see	when	they	visit	your	site.	Choose	your	preferred	WordPress	Address	(URL)	and	Site	Address	(URL).	Usually,	these	are	the	same	unless
you’re	moving	your	site	to	a	different	domain.	You	can	also	set	your	preferred	time	zone	and	date	format.	2.	Permalink	Settings:	Permalink	Settings	in	WordPress	control	the	structure	of	URLs	for	your	posts,	pages,	and	other	content	types.	It	helps	search	engines	understand	your	content	better	and	it	also	makes	your	links	way	easier	for	humans	to
read	and	remember	Go	to	Settings	»	Permalinks.	Choose	your	permalink	structure.	A	common	and	SEO-friendly	option	is	“Post	name,”	which	uses	your	post	title	in	the	URL.	3.	Discussion	Settings:	Discussion	Settings	in	WordPress	control	how	users	interact	with	your	site	through	comments	and	notifications.	These	settings	are	crucial	for	managing
user	engagement	and	maintaining	a	healthy,	spam-free	discussion	environment	on	your	WordPress	site.	Go	to	Settings	»	Discussion.	Configure	settings	related	to	comments	on	your	posts	and	pages,	such	as	whether	to	allow	comments,	comment	moderation,	and	notification	options.	4.	Reading	Settings:	This	section	is	particularly	important	for
controlling	the	appearance	of	your	blog	posts	and	pages.	Go	to	Settings	»	Reading.	Set	your	homepage	displays.	Choose	between	displaying	your	latest	posts	(great	for	blogs)	or	a	static	page	as	your	homepage.	Configure	the	number	of	posts	shown	per	page.	5.	Writing	Settings:	Writing	Settings	in	WordPress	control	how	you	compose	and	format	your
posts	and	pages.	This	section	typically	includes	options	for	the	default	post	category,	default	post	format,	and	content	editor	settings.	Go	to	Settings	»	Writing.	Configure	default	post	categories,	post	format	preferences,	and	other	writing-related	options.	After	making	any	changes	in	each	settings	section,	don’t	forget	to	click	the	“Save	Changes”	button
at	the	bottom	of	the	page	to	apply	your	settings.	Configuring	these	basic	settings	ensures	that	your	WordPress	site	is	set	up	correctly	and	optimized	for	your	needs.	Next,	I’ll	dive	into	customizing	your	WordPress	site	further	with	themes	and	plugins.	5.	Choosing	and	Installing	a	WordPress	Theme	WordPress	themes	determine	how	your	site	looks	to
visitors	and	how	easy	it	is	to	navigate.	When	choosing	a	theme,	consider	factors	like	responsiveness	(how	well	it	adapts	to	different	devices),	design	aesthetics,	and	compatibility	with	plugins	you	might	use.	To	browse	and	install	a	theme	from	within	WordPress,	start	by	logging	into	your	WordPress	dashboard.	Navigate	to	Appearance	»	Themes.	Here,
you’ll	find	a	collection	of	free	themes	available	directly	from	WordPress.org.	You	can	use	the	search	and	filter	options	to	narrow	down	themes	based	on	your	preferences—whether	it’s	layout,	features,	or	niche-specific	designs.	If	you	have	a	specific	theme	in	mind	that’s	not	listed	on	WordPress.org,	you	can	opt	for	a	third-party	theme	provider	like
SeedProd	or	ThriveThemes.	So	for	instance,	inside	SeedProd,	you’ll	get	a	whole	library	of	theme	kits	that	you	can	install	on	your	site.	They	come	with	all	the	essential	landing	pages	you’ll	need:	To	install	a	third-party	theme,	download	the	theme	ZIP	file	from	the	provider’s	website.	Then,	in	your	WordPress	dashboard,	go	to	Appearance	»	Themes	and
click	on	the	“Add	New”	button.	From	there,	select	Upload	Theme	and	choose	the	downloaded	ZIP	file.	Once	uploaded,	click	“Install	Now”	and	then	“Activate”	to	apply	the	theme	to	your	site.	Choosing	a	WordPress	theme	is	an	exciting	step	in	building	your	website.	Take	your	time	to	explore	different	options,	preview	themes	to	see	how	they	look	with
your	content,	and	ensure	they	align	with	your	site’s	goals	and	branding.	Remember,	a	well-chosen	theme	can	greatly	enhance	your	website’s	appeal	and	functionality	without	the	need	for	extensive	customization.	For	step	by	step	instructions,	see	How	to	Install	a	WordPress	Theme	(Complete	Step-by-Step	Tutorial)	6.	Installing	Essential	Plugins	While
WordPress	is	a	great	platform	to	build	your	website,	it	doesn’t	come	with	all	the	features	you	may	want.	To	add	more	features	and	functionality,	you	need	to	use	plugins.	These	are	tools	that	you	can	add	on	top	of	WordPress	to	get	features	such	as	contact	forms,	testimonials,	SEO	tools,	security	scanners	and	performance	optimization.	To	add	new
plugins,	go	to	Plugins	»	Add	New	from	your	WordPress	admin	menu.	Use	the	search	bar	to	find	plugins	by	name	or	browse	featured,	popular,	or	recommended	plugins.	Once	you’ve	found	a	plugin,	click	on	the	“Install	Now”	button.	After	installation,	click	“Activate”	to	enable	the	plugin	on	your	site.	Some	plugins	may	require	initial	setup	or
configuration.	Follow	on-screen	prompts	or	visit	the	plugin’s	settings	page	under	Plugins	»	Installed	Plugins	to	configure	options	according	to	your	needs.	Here	are	essential	plugins	to	consider:	I	also	created	this	Ultimate	Guide	of	WordPress	Plugins	every	website	must	have.	Check	it	out	to	find	the	right	plugins	for	your	site.	Choose	plugins	that	align
with	your	site’s	goals	and	regularly	update	them	to	maintain	performance	and	security	standards.	Need	more	help	installing	plugins?	Follow	our	complete	tutorial	on	How	to	Install	a	WordPress	Plugin	(Beginner’s	Guide)	7.	Customizing	Your	Site’s	Appearance	Customizing	the	appearance	of	your	WordPress	site	is	essential	to	reflect	your	brand
identity	and	engage	your	visitors	effectively.	Gutenberg,	WordPress’s	default	block	editor,	uses	a	block-based	approach.	You	can	add	blocks	for	text,	images,	videos,	and	more,	rearrange	them,	and	customize	each	block’s	settings.	Here’s	a	look	at	the	default	block	editor:	It’s	intuitive	for	beginners	and	integrates	seamlessly	with	WordPress	themes	and
plugins.	While	it	offers	basic	customization	options,	you	may	find	it	limited	for	advanced	design	needs.	I	recommend	exploring	other	powerful	page	builders	like	SeedProd,	Thrive	Theme	Builder,	and	Beaver	Builder	for	more	extensive	customization.	SeedProd	Known	for	its	drag-and-drop	interface	and	pre-built	templates,	SeedProd	allows	you	to	create
custom	landing	pages,	coming	soon	pages,	and	maintenance	mode	pages	easily.	Thrive	Theme	Builder	Thrive	Theme	Builder	offers	a	visual	theme	editor	to	customize	every	aspect	of	your	WordPress	theme	without	coding.	Beaver	Builder	Beaver	Builder	is	renowned	for	its	simplicity	and	versatility	in	creating	responsive	layouts	with	its	drag-and-drop
editor.	Keep	in	mind	there	are	plenty	of	WordPress	Website	and	Page	Builders	to	choose	from.	Customizing	your	site’s	appearance	with	these	builders	allows	you	to	create	unique	layouts,	landing	pages,	and	designs	that	align	perfectly	with	your	brand	and	business	goals.	7.	Creating	Key	Pages	(Home,	About,	Contact)	Most	themes	come	with	key
pages	already	created	for	you.	You	simply	need	to	customize	the	design	and	content.	These	include	Home,	Blog,	About,	Contact,	and	so	on,	and	you’ll	usually	see	them	linked	to	a	header	menu	like	this:	In	case	your	theme	doesn’t	come	with	these	pages,	you	can	use	a	page	builder	like	the	ones	I	mentioned	above.	So	for	instance,	with	SeedProd,	you
can	create	the	pages	on	your	own	by	going	to	SeedProd	»	Pages	in	your	WordPress	admin	menu.	Click	on	“Add	New	Landing	Page”	to	create	a	new	page.	Choose	a	template	that	fits	your	needs	or	start	with	a	blank	page	to	design	from	scratch.	Then	you	can	use	SeedProd’s	drag-and-drop	editor	to	customize	each	page.	Add	sections,	text,	images,
videos,	and	other	elements	as	desired.	The	builder	also	lets	you	configure	settings	specific	to	each	page,	such	as	SEO	settings,	page	title,	and	meta	description.	Once	you’re	satisfied	with	your	page	design,	click	on	the	“Publish”	button	to	make	it	live	on	your	website.	What	I	love	about	SeedProd	is	that	it’s	an	all-in-one	solution.	You	get	a	theme	for	your
website,	premade	templates	for	individual	pages	and	posts,	and	a	drag	and	drop	visual	builder	to	make	your	own	customizations.	Plus,	this	builder	includes	Coming	Soon	and	Maintenance	Mode.	So	you	can	put	your	site	into	these	modes	with	just	a	click.	Then	SeedProd	will	hide	your	site	and	display	a	beautiful	placeholder	page	for	visitors.	This	is
great	for	when	you’re	working	on	your	site	or	fixing	errors	and	you	don’t	want	visitors	to	see	broken	pages.	9.	Adding	Content	to	Your	Site	Adding	compelling	content	is	key	to	engaging	your	audience	and	achieving	your	website	goals.	Here’s	how	you	can	effectively	add	and	manage	content	on	your	WordPress	site:	Creating	New	Posts	and	Pages:	To
create	a	new	post,	go	to	Posts	»	Add	New	in	your	WordPress	dashboard.	For	pages,	navigate	to	Pages	»	Add	New.	Enter	a	title	for	your	post	or	page	and	add	content	using	the	Gutenberg	editor	or	your	preferred	page	builder.	Formatting	Content:	Use	formatting	options	like	headings,	paragraphs,	lists,	and	blockquotes	to	organize	your	content.	Insert
media	such	as	images,	videos,	and	audio	files	to	enrich	your	posts	and	pages.	Setting	Featured	Images:	Assign	a	featured	image	to	each	post	or	page	to	visually	represent	it	when	shared	on	social	media	or	listed	in	archives.	Managing	Categories	and	Tags:	Categorize	your	posts	into	relevant	categories	and	add	tags	to	improve	navigation	and	SEO.	Use
categories	to	group	related	content	and	tags	to	highlight	specific	topics	or	keywords.	Publishing	and	Scheduling:	Preview	your	content	to	see	how	it	will	appear	to	visitors	before	publishing.	Edit	drafts	and	update	published	content	as	needed	to	keep	it	relevant	and	engaging.	Decide	whether	to	publish	your	content	immediately	or	schedule	it	for	a
future	date	and	time.	Use	the	publishing	options	in	the	editor	to	set	the	desired	publication	date	and	time.	By	following	these	steps,	you	can	create	and	manage	content	effectively	on	your	WordPress	site.	Regularly	updating	your	site	with	fresh	and	valuable	content	helps	attract	visitors,	improve	search	engine	rankings,	and	achieve	your	website’s
objectives.	10.	Optimizing	Your	Site	for	Search	Engines	(SEO)	Optimizing	your	site	for	search	engines	(SEO)	ensures	that	your	content	is	discoverable	and	ranks	well	in	search	results,	driving	organic	traffic	to	your	site.	I	recommend	using	All	in	One	SEO	for	this.	It	gives	you	actionable	insights	and	recommendations	to	improve	your	content’s	SEO
performance	right	inside	your	WordPress	dashboard.	On	the	pro	version,	you	can	access	advanced	features	like	WooCommerce	SEO,	local	SEO,	and	schema	markup	to	enhance	your	site’s	search	engine	ranking.	Want	to	explore	more	SEO	plugins?	Here’s	a	round-up	of	the		Best	WordPress	SEO	Plugins	to	Boost	Rankings	and	Traffic.	11.	Setting	Up
Security	Measures	Without	good	security,	hackers	could	mess	with	your	site,	steal	data,	or	even	use	it	to	attack	others.	Plus,	it	keeps	your	visitors	safe	and	shows	them	you’re	serious	about	protecting	their	data.	Install	the	Sucuri	Security	plugin	from	your	WordPress	dashboard.	Activate	the	plugin	and	Sucuri	will	automatically	scan	your	site	to	check
for	malware	and	suspicious	activity.	To	configure	security	settings,	including	firewall	protection,	malware	scanning,	and	brute-force	attack	prevention,	Sucuri	gives	you	onscreen	instructions	that	you	can	follow.	Regularly	monitor	security	logs	and	audit	trail	to	detect	and	respond	to	any	security	threats	promptly.	For	more	options,	see	the	Best
WordPress	Security	Plugins	to	Shield	Your	Website	12.	Backing	Up	Your	Site	If	something	goes	wrong	–	like	a	hack,	a	plugin	update	gone	bad,	or	even	just	a	silly	mistake	–	a	backup	is	your	safety	net.	It	lets	you	restore	your	site	quickly,	saving	you	tons	of	time	and	stress.	Plus,	it’s	way	easier	than	rebuilding	everything	from	scratch.	Trust	me,	you’ll
thank	yourself	later	if	you	ever	need	it!	You	can	install	a	backup	plugin	on	your	site	that	will	handle	this	for	you.	Here’s	the	easiest	way	to	do	this:	Install	the	Duplicator	plugin	from	your	WordPress	dashboard.	Use	Duplicator	to	create	manual	or	scheduled	backups	of	your	entire	WordPress	site,	including	files	and	database.	Store	backups	securely	in
cloud	storage	or	download	them	to	your	local	computer	for	safekeeping.	Learn	How	to	Backup	Your	WordPress	Site	(The	Right	Way!)	13.	Launching	Your	Website	Congratulations	on	reaching	the	final	step—launching	your	website!	For	a	smooth	and	successful	launch,	here’s	my	checklist:	Final	WordPress	Website	Launch	Checklist	Test	all	pages	and
functionality	Check	mobile	responsiveness	Optimize	site	speed	Set	up	SSL	certificate	Install	and	configure	security	plugins	Create	a	full	backup	Update	all	plugins	and	themes	Remove	any	dummy	content	Set	up	Google	Analytics	Review	SEO	basics	(titles,	meta	descriptions,	etc.)	Check	all	forms	and	contact	information	Ensure	legally	required	pages
are	present	(Privacy	Policy,	Terms	of	Service)	Double-check	all	links	work	correctly	Proofread	all	content	Test	site	in	different	browsers	By	completing	this	checklist,	you’ll	ensure	a	successful	and	seamless	launch	for	your	WordPress	website,	setting	the	stage	for	growth	and	engagement	with	your	audience.	14.	Maintaining	Your	Website	Keeping	your
WordPress	website	well-maintained	is	essential	for	its	security,	performance,	and	user	experience.	Follow	these	key	practices	to	ensure	your	site	remains	in	top	shape:	Regular	Updates:	Keep	WordPress	core,	themes,	and	plugins	updated	to	the	latest	versions	to	patch	security	vulnerabilities	and	ensure	compatibility.	You	may	want	to	enable
automatic	updates	where	possible	to	streamline	the	process.	Backup	Routine:	Continue	to	create	regular	backups	of	your	website	using	plugins	like	Duplicator	to	safeguard	against	data	loss.	It’s	wise	to	store	backups	securely	offsite	or	in	cloud	storage	for	added	protection.	Security	Audits:	Regularly	audit	your	website’s	security	settings	and	make
sure	there’s	a	security	plugin	actively	monitoring	your	site	to	detect	and	mitigate	potential	threats.	Content	Updates:	Update	and	refresh	your	website	content	regularly	to	keep	it	relevant	and	engaging	for	your	audience.	You’ll	want	to	optimize	content	for	SEO	and	user	experience	based	on	analytics	and	feedback.	Performance	Monitoring:
Continuously	monitor	website	performance	using	tools	like	Google	Analytics	to	track	traffic,	page	load	times,	and	user	behavior.	Here’s	how	to	connect	your	site	to	Google	Analytics	easily.	User	Feedback:	Regularly	ask	for	user	feedback	to	improve	website	usability	and	functionality.	Implement	suggestions	and	enhancements	to	enhance	user
satisfaction.	By	consistently	maintaining	your	WordPress	website,	you	ensure	it	remains	secure,	performs	optimally,	and	continues	to	meet	the	needs	of	your	audience	effectively.	Congratulations	on	successfully	creating	and	launching	your	WordPress	website!	You’ve	taken	the	first	step	towards	establishing	your	online	presence	and	reaching	your
audience	effectively.	Throughout	this	guide,	I’ve	covered	everything	you	need	to	know—from	setting	up	your	domain	and	hosting	to	customizing	your	site’s	appearance	and	optimizing	it	for	search	engines.	By	following	these	steps,	you’ve	not	only	built	a	functional	website	but	also	ensured	it’s	secure,	optimized,	and	ready	to	attract	visitors.
Remember,	launching	your	website	is	just	the	beginning.	Regular	maintenance,	updates,	and	content	optimization	will	be	crucial	to	its	long-term	success.	Keep	an	eye	on	performance	metrics,	listen	to	user	feedback,	and	adapt	your	site	to	meet	evolving	trends	and	needs.	Next	you	may	also	want	to	monetize	your	site	either	by	setting	up	eCommerce
or	by	selling	digital	goods.	And	to	make	sure	you	have	everything	you	need	to	setup,	grow,	and	manage	your	website,	I’ve	created	this	guide	for	you:	The	Ultimate	WordPress	Toolkit:	Everything	You	Need	For	Your	Website.	Happy	website	building!	Delivery	Methods	Courier,	Postal	Service	Average	Delivery	Time	Within	5	Days	On-time	Delivery	99%
Accurate	And	Undamaged	Orders	99%	Communication	Channels	Email,	Telephone,	Live	Chat	Queries	Resolved	In	Under	An	Hour	Customer	Service	5	out	of	5	Sort	by:	Most	Recent	Most	Recent	Highest	Rated	Filter:	None	None	5	Stars	4	Stars	3	Stars	2	Stars	1	Stars	Helpful	“I	am	extremely	pleased	with	the	beauty	and	quality	of	the	gardenias.	They
are	very	realistic.	My	order	was	shipped	very	quickly,	too!	I'm	looking	forward	to	exploring	your	website	further	for	new	treasures!”	“Beautiful	faux	magnolia	stems!	The	quality	is	so	good.	The	textural	feel	is	impressive.	I	will	be	ordering	more	of	these!”	“I	have	purchased	several	times	from	this	company	and	All	of	the	florals	and	fillers	that	I	received
are	absolutely	gorgeous,	the	nicest	I	have	ever	seen.	They	were	packaged	with	care	and	came	quickly.	This	company	is	a	joy	to	do	business	with	always.”	“I	loved	the	holly	and	berry	branch,	outstanding	quality!!!	Im	going	to	order	more!”	“Well	made,	reasonably	priced,	and	excellent	customer	service.	Thank	you!”	“The	gardenia	looks	so	incredibly
real	my	neighbor	tried	to	smell	it!”	“Nice	texture	flowers,	not	as	large	as	I	thought	I	was	getting	for	the	money	spent.”	“The	ivy	is	the	best	on	the	market.	I	have	order	multiple	tomes	and	i'm	always	thrilled	with	them.	They	are	beautiful	wrapped.	Plenty	of	room	in	the	box	so	they	are	not	squish.”	“Excellent	service	and	fast	delivery!!	Love	my	stems	:-)”
“The	moss	balls	we’re	great!”	“HouseFloral	is	incredible!	The	faux	flowers	and	stems	are	of	great	quality,	shipping	is	fast,	and	you	receive	a	hand-written	note!”	“I	love	my	arrangement!	It	arrived	in	a	timely	manner,	was	absolutely	beautiful	and	fits	perfectly	in	the	vase	I	intended	for	it	to	go	in.	Thank	you	so	much!”	“Received	items	quickly.	Faux	fern
stems	are	realistic	looking.	You	can	tell	that	House	Floral	are	passionate	about	what	they	do	by	the	products	they	offer	and	how	they	are	packaged.”	“Item	received	quickly	and	in	very	nice	packaging.”	“I	like	all	the	items	I	have	purchased	from	HouseFloral	and	will	continue	to	be	a	repeat	customer.	I	highly	recommend	this	shop!”	“Ordering	from
HouseFloral	is	an	experience	from	beginning	to	end.	Aside	from	fast	shipping	and	delivery,	this	business	offers	so	much	more.	The	Boys	present	their	artificial	florals	as	real	bouquets.	They	share	photos	of	the	team,	write	personal	thank-you	notes,	and	find	more	ways	to	engage	with	their	customers.	The	flowers	themselves	are	joyfully	true	to	life.”
“These	Bittersweet	branches	are	going	to	be	perfect	for	my	Fall	arrangements.	Thanks	Guys!”	“The	ordering	process	was	easy	and	the	communication	was	top	notch	during	the	shipping	process.	They	offer	a	variety	of	high	quality	florals.	I'll	be	shopping	again	soon.”	“lovely	stems;	packaged	with	care	and	shipped	so	quickly!”	“Beautiful	flowers	and
fast	service!”	HouseFloral	is	rated	5.0	based	on	2,363	reviews	Want	to	build	a	professional	website	without	spending	a	fortune?	You’re	in	the	right	place!	This	ultimate	beginner’s	guide	will	show	you	exactly	how	to	create	a	free	WordPress	website	in	just	4	simple	steps.	You’ll	learn	how	to	launch	a	stunning,	fully	functional	website	without	any	upfront
costs.	WordPress	powers	over	43.5%	of	all	websites,	holding	a	61.6%	market	share	among	content	management	systems.	That	means	millions	of	users—from	bloggers	to	businesses—are	taking	advantage	of	WordPress’s	flexibility,	ease	of	use,	and	cost-effectiveness.	The	best	part?	You	can	harness	this	powerful	platform	for	free.	This	guide	will	walk
you	through	every	step,	from	choosing	the	right	hosting	and	setting	up	your	site	to	customizing	your	design	and	growing	your	audience	A	free	WordPress	website	is	a	fully	functional	website	created	using	the	WordPress	platform	without	any	monetary	investment.	WordPress	offers	both	free	and	paid	options,	but	many	users	are	surprised	by	how
much	they	can	accomplish	with	just	the	free	version.	WordPress	stands	out	from	other	free	website	builders	because	of	its	flexibility,	extensive	features,	and	powerful	content	management	capabilities.	Originally	designed	as	a	blogging	platform,	WordPress	has	evolved	into	a	comprehensive	website	creation	tool	that	powers	everything	from	personal
blogs	to	Fortune	500	company	websites.	Here	are	some	real,	popular	websites	built	with	WordPress:	These	websites	use	WordPress	either	for	their	entire	platform	or	for	specific	sections	such	as	blogs	and	news	portals.	Benefits	of	a	Free	WordPress	WebsiteWhat	This	Means	for	YouZero	startup	costsCreate	a	professional	website	without	financial
investmentUser-friendly	interfaceBuild	a	website	without	technical	knowledgeMobile-responsive	designsYour	site	automatically	looks	good	on	all	devicesBuilt-in	SEO	featuresBetter	visibility	in	search	engine	resultsScalable	platformStart	free	and	upgrade	only	when	neededMassive	community	supportEasy	access	to	help	and	tutorialsRegular
updatesYour	site	stays	current	with	web	standardsVariety	of	free	themesCustomize	your	site’s	appearance	without	design	skills	The	intuitive	WordPress	dashboard	makes	website	management	accessible	to	beginners	while	offering	enough	depth	for	experienced	users.	This	balance	of	simplicity	and	capability	is	why	WordPress	continues	to	be	the	most
popular	website	platform	in	the	world.	When	exploring	how	to	create	a	free	WordPress	website,	you	have	two	main	paths:	WordPress.com	(hosted)	or	WordPress.org	(self-hosted).	Understanding	the	differences	is	crucial	for	choosing	the	right	option	for	your	needs.	WordPress.com	offers	a	truly	free	option	where	the	platform	handles	all	technical
aspects	like	hosting,	security,	and	updates.	Your	site	will	use	a	subdomain	(yoursite.wordpress.com)	and	include	core	features	needed	for	a	basic	website.	WordPress.org	provides	the	free	WordPress	software	that	you	install	on	your	own	web	hosting.	While	the	software	itself	is	free,	you’ll	need	to	pay	for	domain	registration	and	hosting	services,
making	it	not	truly	a	free	solution.	FeatureWordPress.com	(Free	Service)WordPress.org	(Self-Hosted)Total	CostCompletely	freeRequires	paid	hosting	($3–$15/month)Domain	Nameyoursite.wordpress.comRequires	domain	purchase	($10–$20/year)HostingIncludedAdditional	costStorage	Space1GBDepends	on	hosting	plan	(Usually	10GB	to
unlimited)Theme	SelectionLimited	(100+	free	themes)Access	to	over	11,000	free	and	premium	themesPlugin	AccessLimitedFull	access	to	60,000+	pluginsMonetizationLimited	(WordPress.com	ads	displayed)Unrestricted	(ads,	e-commerce,	memberships)WordPress	BrandingWordPress.com	ads	displayedNo	forced	brandingTechnical	Skill
RequiredVery	lowModerate	–	requires	some	technical	knowledge	For	most	beginners,	WordPress.com	is	the	ideal	starting	point.	It	eliminates	technical	barriers	and	truly	costs	nothing	to	get	started.	As	your	needs	grow	or	you	require	more	customization,	you	can	either	upgrade	your	WordPress.com	plan	or	migrate	to	a	self-hosted	WordPress.org	site.
If	you’re	interested	in	more	advanced	WordPress	features	for	future	growth,	check	out	our	guide	on	essential	plugins	for	stunning	websites	to	understand	what’s	possible	as	you	expand.	Before	you	start	building	your	free	WordPress	website,	it’s	essential	to	take	a	step	back	and	define	your	purpose.	Many	beginners	jump	straight	into	design	and
plugins	without	understanding	their	end	goal,	which	can	lead	to	a	messy,	ineffective	website.	Ask	yourself:	Personal	Blog?	–	Are	you	looking	to	share	your	experiences,	thoughts,	or	hobbies?	Portfolio	Website?	–	Do	you	want	to	showcase	your	work	as	a	designer,	developer,	writer,	or	photographer?	Business	Website?	–	Is	your	goal	to	promote	a
business,	attract	clients,	or	sell	products	online?	Affiliate/Monetization?	–	Are	you	planning	to	earn	money	through	ads,	affiliate	marketing,	or	sponsored	content?	Clearly	identifying	your	purpose	will	help	you	choose	the	right	WordPress	theme,	plugins,	and	content	strategy.	Your	website	isn’t	just	for	you—it’s	for	your	visitors.	Understanding	your
target	audience	ensures	you	create	content	and	design	a	site	that	meets	their	needs.	Here’s	how	to	define	your	audience:	Who	are	they?	–	Age,	profession,	interests,	and	online	behavior.	What	are	their	problems?	–	What	issues	are	they	trying	to	solve?	How	can	your	website	help	them?	–	Offer	solutions,	products,	or	valuable	content.	Where	do	they
hang	out	online?	–	Social	media,	forums,	search	engines,	or	specific	websites.	For	example:	If	you’re	creating	a	personal	finance	blog,	your	audience	might	be	young	professionals	looking	for	budgeting	tips.	If	you’re	launching	a	small	business	website,	your	target	customers	might	be	local	buyers	looking	for	your	services.	By	understanding	who	your
audience	is	and	what	they	need,	you	can	create	a	WordPress	website	that	truly	serves	its	purpose.	Before	jumping	into	WordPress	setup,	take	time	to	analyze	competitors	in	your	niche:	Search	for	similar	websites	on	Google.	Check	their	design,	content,	and	features.	Identify	what	they	do	well	and	where	you	can	improve.	Tools	like	Google	Trends,
SEMrush,	and	Ubersuggest	can	help	you	research	trends	and	find	what’s	working	in	your	industry.	Building	a	niche-specific	website?	Our	guide	on	how	to	create	a	directory	website	might	give	you	additional	ideas	for	specialized	site	structures.	Setting	up	your	WordPress	site	is	straightforward	and	takes	just	a	few	minutes.	Follow	these	steps	to
create	your	website	and	start	building	your	online	presence	immediately:	Visit	WordPress.com	(not	WordPress.org)	and	click	the	“Start	your	website”	button	Create	an	account	by	entering	your	email	address	and	choosing	a	password	Select	your	website’s	purpose	(blog,	business	site,	portfolio,	etc.)	Choose	a	name	for	your	WordPress	website	(this
becomes	your	subdomain)	Select	the	free	plan	option	Choose	a	starting	theme	(you	can	change	this	later)	Complete	setup	and	verify	your	email	Access	your	WordPress	dashboard	Once	completed,	you’ll	have	access	to	your	WordPress	dashboard	where	you	can	start	customizing	your	site	and	adding	content.	The	entire	process	typically	takes	less	than
10	minutes,	and	your	new	site	comes	with	everything	you	need	to	start	building:	a	responsive	theme,	basic	plugins,	and	the	intuitive	WordPress	block	editor.	2.2	Choosing	the	Perfect	Domain	Name	for	Your	Free	WordPress	Website	While	your	free	WordPress	website	will	use	a	subdomain	(yoursite.wordpress.com),	selecting	a	good	name	is	still
important	for	your	online	identity.	Your	domain	name	affects	how	easily	people	can	find,	remember,	and	share	your	site.	A	well-chosen	domain	name	should	reflect	your	content	or	brand	while	being	concise	and	memorable.	Consider	including	relevant	keywords	that	describe	what	your	site	is	about,	as	this	can	help	with	search	engine	visibility.
Domain	Name	Best	PracticeGood	ExamplePoor	ExampleWhy	It	MattersKeep	it	shortblogcraft.wordpress.commyblogaboutwritingandpublishing.wordpress.comEasier	to	type	and	rememberMake	it	memorablebrightideas.wordpress.comsite7592.wordpress.comImproves	brand	recognitionUse	relevant
keywordsfitnessguide.wordpress.comjohnspage.wordpress.comBetter	for	SEO	and	clarityAvoid	hyphens	and	numbersdigitalarts.wordpress.comdigital-arts-2.wordpress.comPrevents	confusionConsider	future	growthcreativestudio.wordpress.comlogodesignonly.wordpress.comAllows	for	content	expansion	With	a	free	WordPress	site,	you’re	limited	to
the	wordpress.com	subdomain	format.	However,	if	you	later	decide	to	upgrade	to	a	custom	domain,	having	chosen	a	good	subdomain	initially	makes	it	easier	to	select	a	matching	custom	domain	that	maintains	your	brand	consistency.	One	of	the	greatest	advantages	of	WordPress	is	access	to	professionally	designed	templates	(themes)	that	make	your
site	look	polished	from	day	one.	WordPress.com	offers	a	variety	of	free	themes	that	you	can	customize	to	match	your	vision.	Theme	NameBest	ForKey	FeaturesDownload	LinkAstraVersatile,	business-friendly	sitesLightweight,	highly	customizable,	compatible	with	major	page	buildersDownload	AstraOceanWPFeature-rich	websitesLightweight,
extendable,	WooCommerce-readyDownload	OceanWPKadenceModern,	fast-loading	sitesLightweight,	full-featured,	drag-and-drop	header	and	footer	builderDownload	KadenceBlocksyContent-focused	sitesBlazing	fast,	lightweight,	built	with	Gutenberg	in	mindDownload	BlocksyNeveMobile-first	designHighly	responsive,	fast	loading,	easy
customizationDownload	NeveHestiaVersatile,	business-friendly	sitesOne-page	design,	easy	customization,	WooCommerce-readyDownload	HestiaGeneratePressSpeed-optimized	sitesLightweight,	fast	loading,	highly	customizableDownload	GeneratePressTwenty	Twenty-FiveClean,	modern	sitesFull-site	editing,	minimalist	designDownload	Twenty
Twenty-FiveFlextraBusiness,	E-Commerce,	Portfolios,	BlogsUltra-fast,	fully	customizable,	pixel-perfect	design,	WooCommerce	integration,	SEO-friendly,	responsive,	and	feature-richDownload	Flextra	When	you	first	create	your	site,	you’ll	be	prompted	to	choose	a	starting	theme.You	can	easily	change	your	theme	at	any	time	without	losing	your	content
bygoing	to	Appearance	>	Themes	in	your	WordPress	dashboard		FREE	DOWNLOAD:	Elementor	Starter	Pack		Build	your	WordPress	site	faster	with	professional	designs	–	no	coding	needed!	5	Premium	Elementor	Templates	worth	$47	–	yours	FREEElementCamp	Plugin	with	bonus	Elementor	elements	not	available	elsewhereWordPress	Setup
Checklist	to	ensure	you	don’t	miss	critical	stepsMobile-Responsive	Designs	that	look	perfect	on	all	devices	[GET	INSTANT	ACCESS]Just	enter	your	email	–	no	credit	card	required	More	Customization	Options	–	Advanced	settings	for	layout,	colors,	typography,	and	animations.	Pre-Built	Demo	Websites	–	One-click	demo	import	lets	you	launch	a
professional	site	instantly.	Better	Performance	–	Premium	themes	are	optimized	for	speed,	SEO,	and	mobile	responsiveness.	Regular	Updates	&	Security	–	Developers	frequently	update	premium	themes	for	security	and	compatibility.	Dedicated	Support	–	Get	professional	assistance	when	needed.	Check	out	Hubfolio	here:	Hubfolio	on	ThemeForest	If
you	want	a	premium	WordPress	theme	that	combines	affordability,	flexibility,	and	professional	design,	Hubfolio	is	a	fantastic	choice.	Built	for	creative	portfolios,	digital	agencies,	and	freelancers,	it	offers	modern	aesthetics	with	Elementor	integration	for	easy	customization.	One-Click	Demo	Import	–	Launch	your	site	instantly	with	pre-built	layouts.	of
best	WordPress	drag	and	drop	page	builders	to	understand	what’s	available	when	you’re	ready	to	upgrade.	Regular	Updates	&	Dedicated	Support	–	Stay	secure	and	up-to-date	with	continuous	improvements.	Elementor	Drag-and-Drop	Builder	–	Customize	your	website	effortlessly	without	coding.	Modern	&	Sleek	Portfolio	Designs	–	Perfect	for
agencies,	freelancers,	and	creative	professionals.	Fast	&	SEO-Optimized	–	Ensures	quick	loading	times	and	better	search	engine	rankings.	WooCommerce	Ready	–	Seamlessly	set	up	and	manage	an	online	store.	One	of	WordPress’s	greatest	strengths	is	the	ability	to	customize	your	site	without	knowing	how	to	code.	WordPress’s	intuitive	visual	editor
makes	it	easy	to	build	and	personalize	your	website	using	a	simple	block-based	approach.	The	WordPress	block	editor	(also	known	as	Gutenberg)	lets	you	construct	pages	and	posts	by	adding	different	content	blocks	–	text,	images,	buttons,	columns,	and	more.	Each	block	can	be	edited	independently,	moved	around,	and	styled	according	to	your
preferences.	Customization	AreaWhat	You	Can	ModifyTips	for	Your	WebsiteSite	IdentityLogo,	site	title,	taglineKeep	your	logo	under	200×200	pixelsColorsBackground,	text,	accent	colorsStick	to	2-3	main	colors	for	a	professional	lookTypographyFont	styles	and	sizesChoose	readable	fonts	(16px+	for	body	text)LayoutContent	width,	sidebar
positioningConsider	mobile	users	when	setting	widthsHeaderHeader	style,	navigation	locationKeep	navigation	simple	and	intuitiveFooterWidget	areas,	copyright	textInclude	basic	contact	informationHomepageStatic	page	or	latest	postsA	static	homepage	often	looks	more	professionalBlock	PatternsPre-designed	layout	sectionsSave	time	with	these
ready-made	layouts	To	access	customization	options,	navigate	to	Appearance	>	Customize	in	your	dashboard.	Here	you’ll	find	theme-specific	settings	that	control	the	overall	look	of	your	site.	For	more	detailed	page-level	customization,	you’ll	use	the	block	editor	when	creating	or	editing	individual	pages	and	posts.	3.2	Essential	Pages	Every	WordPress
Website	Needs	No	matter	what	type	of	WordPress	site	you’re	creating,	certain	pages	are	essential	for	providing	structure	and	important	information	to	your	visitors.	To	create	a	page,	go	to	Pages	>	Add	New	in	your	WordPress	dashboard.	Use	the	block	editor	to	add	your	content,	then	publish	when	you’re	ready.	After	creating	your	essential	pages,
add	them	to	your	site’s	navigation	menu	so	visitors	can	easily	find	them.	Essential	PagePurposeKey	Elements	to	IncludeHomepageFirst	impression	and	navigation	hubClear	value	proposition,	call-to-action,	visual	appealAboutBuilds	trust	and	connectionYour	story,	mission,	credentials,	personal	touchContactAllows	visitors	to	reach	youEmail	address	or
social	media	linksBlog/NewsProvides	fresh	contentCategories,	recent	posts,	subscription	optionsProducts/ServicesShowcase	what	you	offerClear	descriptions,	benefits,	visualsPrivacy	PolicyLegal	requirementData	collection	practices,	cookie	usageTerms	of	ServiceLegal	protectionUser	agreements	and	limitations	of	liabilityFAQAnswers	common
questionsOrganized	by	topic	Your	homepage	is	particularly	important	as	it’s	often	the	first	page	visitors	see.	Design	it	to	make	a	strong	first	impression	and	guide	visitors	to	the	most	important	content	or	actions.	A	clear	value	proposition	should	be	immediately	visible.	The	About	page	helps	visitors	connect	with	you	or	your	brand.	Whether	you’re
creating	a	personal	or	business	website,	sharing	your	story	helps	build	trust	and	relationship	with	your	audience.	Focusing	on	creating	a	portfolio	site?	Our	detailed	guide	on	how	to	create	a	free	portfolio	website	offers	specialized	tips	for	showcasing	your	work	effectively.	Visual	elements	are	crucial	for	creating	an	engaging	website	that	captures
visitor	attention.	Adding	images,	videos,	and	other	media	to	your	site	is	straightforward	using	the	WordPress	block	editor.	Your	free	WordPress	website	comes	with	1GB	of	storage	space	for	uploading	media	files.	Properly	sized	and	compressed	images	look	great	while	consuming	minimal	storage	and	loading	quickly.	Media	TypeBest	PracticesStorage
ImpactImagesOptimize	to	under	200KB	per	imageHigh	(main	storage	use)DocumentsUse	PDF	format	for	downloadsMediumVideosHost	on	YouTube/Vimeo	and	embedNone	(when	embedded)AudioUse	for	essential	content	onlyVery	highGIFsUse	sparingly,	optimize	heavilyHighInfographicsCreate	at	appropriate	dimensionsHighIconsUse	SVG	format
when	possibleLowGalleriesGroup	related	images	efficientlyMedium	To	add	an	image,	click	the	“+”	icon	in	the	editor	and	select	the	Image	block.	You	can	upload	new	images	or	select	previously	uploaded	images	from	your	media	library.	Always	fill	in	the	alt	text	field	with	a	description	of	the	image	for	accessibility	and	SEO	benefits.	For	the	best
performance,	resize	images	to	the	appropriate	dimensions	before	uploading.	A	full-width	image	typically	needs	to	be	no	larger	than	1200-1500	pixels	wide.	Use	compression	tools	like	TinyPNG	to	reduce	file	size	without	sacrificing	quality.	Videos	can	quickly	consume	your	storage	allocation,	so	it’s	best	to	host	them	externally.	Upload	your	videos	to
YouTube	or	Vimeo,	then	embed	them	in	your	WordPress	content	using	the	Video	block.	Want	to	incorporate	video	content?	Our	guide	to	best	WordPress	video	player	plugins	can	help	you	understand	your	options	for	future	upgrades.	3.4	Organizing	Content	on	Your	WordPress	Website	Effective	content	organization	is	essential	for	creating	a	user-
friendly	website	that	keeps	visitors	engaged	and	helps	them	find	exactly	what	they’re	looking	for.	The	way	you	organize	content	affects	both	user	experience	and	search	engine	visibility.	A	logical,	intuitive	organization	system	makes	it	easier	for	visitors	to	explore	your	site	and	find	related	content.	Organization	ToolPurposeBest	Used
ForCategoriesPrimary	content	classificationMain	topics	or	sections	(5-10	maximum)TagsSecondary	content	classificationSpecific	topics,	keywords,	or	themesParent/Child	PagesHierarchical	page	organizationService	offerings,	product	categoriesCustom	MenusNavigation	structureMain	navigation,	footer	linksFeatured	ContentHighlighting	important
postsHomepage	features,	special	promotionsRecent	PostsChronological	content	displayBlog	sidebar,	news	updatesRelated	PostsContent	connectionsEnd	of	articles,	encouraging	further	readingSearchContent	discoveryHeader	or	sidebar	search	box	For	blog	posts,	use	categories	to	organize	content	into	main	topics.	Each	post	should	be	assigned	to	at
least	one	category,	but	typically	not	more	than	two	or	three.	Categories	appear	in	your	site’s	navigation	and	help	visitors	browse	content	by	topic.	Tags	provide	a	more	detailed	way	to	classify	content.	Unlike	categories,	you	can	use	many	more	tags,	connecting	posts	across	different	categories.	Tags	are	particularly	useful	for	helping	readers	find	all
content	related	to	specific	concepts	or	keywords.	For	static	pages,	consider	creating	a	hierarchical	structure	with	parent	and	child	pages.	This	relationship	is	reflected	in	both	your	site’s	URL	structure	and	navigation,	creating	a	logical	content	flow.	Your	menu	system	is	crucial	for	helping	visitors	navigate	your	content.	Create	a	clean,	logical	menu
structure	that	highlights	your	most	important	content	and	helps	visitors	find	what	they	need	quickly.	Plugins	add	extra	functionality	to	your	WordPress	website,	improving	security,	speed,	SEO,	and	user	experience.	The	right	plugins	depend	on	your	website’s	purpose.	While	the	free	WordPress.com	plan	has	limited	plugin	options,	it’s	important	to
understand	what’s	available	when	you	upgrade.	With	a	free	WordPress.com	account,	you	don’t	have	direct	access	to	install	plugins.	However,	WordPress.com	includes	several	built-in	features	that	provide	functionality	similar	to	popular	plugins:	Jetpack	Stats	–	Basic	analytics	and	traffic	monitoring	Contact	Forms	–	Simple	form	creation	for	visitor
communication	Social	Media	Sharing	–	Buttons	to	share	your	content	Related	Posts	–	Automatically	displays	similar	content	Comments	–	Built-in	comment	management	system	If	you	find	yourself	needing	more	functionality	than	what’s	included	in	the	free	plan,	this	might	be	a	sign	it’s	time	to	consider	upgrading.	When	you	do	upgrade	to	a
WordPress.com	Business	plan	or	migrate	to	WordPress.org,	these	are	the	essential	plugin	categories	to	consider:	SEO	Plugins	–	Improve	search	engine	visibility	(Yoast	SEO,	All	in	One	SEO)	Security	Plugins	–	Protect	your	site	(Wordfence,	Sucuri)	Performance	Plugins	–	Speed	up	your	website	(WP	Rocket,	WP	Super	Cache)	Backup	Plugins	–	Protect
your	content	(UpdraftPlus,	BackupBuddy)	Form	Plugins	–	Create	contact	and	subscription	forms	(WPForms,	Gravity	Forms)	Page	Builders	–	Design	advanced	layouts	(Elementor,	Beaver	Builder)	For	a	deeper	understanding	of	WordPress	performance	optimization,	our	guide	on	best	WordPress	speed	optimization	plugins	will	be	valuable	when	you’re
ready	to	upgrade.	Effective	navigation	is	critical	to	the	success	of	your	website.	No	matter	how	great	your	content	is,	visitors	won’t	find	it	if	your	navigation	is	confusing	or	poorly	structured.	Creating	intuitive	navigation	ensures	visitors	can	easily	explore	your	site.	WordPress.com	allows	you	to	create	custom	navigation	menus	through	the	Appearance
>	Menus	section	of	the	dashboard.	Here,	you	can	build	and	organize	your	site’s	main	navigation.	Navigation	Best	PracticeImplementationUser	Experience	BenefitLimit	main	menu	itemsInclude	only	5-7	main	itemsPrevents	choice	overloadUse	descriptive	labels“Services”	instead	of	“What	We	Do”Improves	clarityImplement	dropdown	menusGroup
related	pages	under	main	itemsCreates	logical	hierarchyMaintain	consistencyKeep	navigation	in	same	locationCreates	predictable	experienceInclude	search	functionalityAdd	search	bar	near	navigationHelps	users	find	specific	contentConsider	mobile	usersTest	menu	on	small	screensEnsures	usability	across	devicesUse	standard	conventionsPlace
logo	on	left,	menu	on	rightMeets	user	expectationsInclude	footer	navigationAdd	secondary	links	in	footerProvides	alternate	navigation	paths	When	planning	navigation,	prioritize	your	most	important	pages	by	placing	them	in	prominent	positions.	Users	tend	to	remember	items	at	the	beginning	and	end	of	lists	better	than	those	in	the	middle.	For	more
complex	websites,	use	dropdown	menus	to	create	a	hierarchy	without	cluttering	your	main	navigation.	This	approach	maintains	a	clean	main	menu	while	still	providing	access	to	deeper	content.	Test	your	navigation	on	both	desktop	and	mobile	views.	The	WordPress.com	customizer	allows	you	to	preview	your	site	on	mobile,	tablet,	and	desktop	views
to	ensure	your	menu	remains	usable	across	devices.	Search	Engine	Optimization	(SEO)	is	essential	for	helping	potential	visitors	find	your	website	through	search	engines.	Even	with	a	free	WordPress	website,	implementing	basic	SEO	best	practices	can	significantly	improve	your	visibility	in	search	results.	SEO	ElementImplementationImpact	on
Search	VisibilityKeyword	ResearchUse	Google	Keyword	Planner	or	free	alternativesHelps	target	terms	people	actually	search	forPage	TitlesInclude	target	keyword	in	page/post	titlesStrong	ranking	signal	for	search	enginesMeta	DescriptionsWrite	compelling	summaries	under	160	charactersImproves	click-through	rates	from	search	resultsURL
StructureUse	clean,	keyword-rich	permalinksHelps	search	engines	understand	contentHeading	StructureUse	H1,	H2,	H3	tags	hierarchicallyOrganizes	content	for	both	users	and	search	enginesImage	OptimizationAdd	descriptive	alt	text	to	all	imagesImproves	accessibility	and	image	search	visibilityInternal	LinkingLink	between	related	pages	and
postsHelps	search	engines	discover	and	understand	contentMobile	FriendlinessEnsure	responsive	design	works	wellMobile-friendly	sites	rank	better	on	all	searchesPage	SpeedOptimize	images,	keep	design	cleanFaster	sites	rank	better	and	have	lower	bounce	ratesQuality	ContentCreate	valuable,	comprehensive	resourcesThe	most	important	ranking
factor	Before	creating	content,	conduct	basic	keyword	research	to	understand	what	terms	potential	visitors	are	searching	for.	Free	tools	like	Google	Keyword	Planner,	AnswerThePublic,	or	even	Google’s	autocomplete	suggestions	can	provide	valuable	insights.	For	more	advanced	SEO	strategies	to	implement	as	your	site	grows,	our	AI	SEO	strategy
guide	offers	cutting-edge	techniques	to	improve	your	visibility.	Security	MeasureImplementationProtection	ProvidedStrong	PasswordUse	complex,	unique	passwordBasic	account	protectionTwo-Factor	AuthenticationEnable	in	account	settingsAdditional	login	securityRegular	BackupsExport	content	periodicallyProtection	against	data	lossSecure	Login
HabitsNever	log	in	on	public	networksPrevents	credential	theftContent	PermissionsSet	appropriate	visibility	settingsControls	access	to	sensitive	contentPhishing	AwarenessVerify	official	WordPress.com	emailsPrevents	account	takeoverComment	ModerationEnable	comment	approvalPrevents	spam	and	malicious	linksRegular	Site	MonitoringCheck	for
unauthorized	changesEarly	detection	of	issues	First	and	foremost,	secure	your	WordPress.com	account	with	a	strong,	unique	password.	Since	this	single	account	controls	your	entire	website,	it’s	a	prime	target	for	attackers.	Use	a	combination	of	uppercase	and	lowercase	letters,	numbers,	and	special	characters.	Enable	two-factor	authentication	(2FA)
for	your	WordPress.com	account.	This	adds	a	second	layer	of	security	by	requiring	both	your	password	and	a	verification	code	from	your	mobile	device	when	logging	in.	While	WordPress.com	automatically	backs	up	your	website,	it’s	good	practice	to	periodically	export	your	content	through	Tools	>	Export	in	your	dashboard.	This	gives	you	a	local	copy
of	your	posts	and	pages	that	you	can	restore	if	needed.	WordPress.com	automatically	includes	Jetpack,	a	powerful	plugin	suite	that	provides	essential	features	like	basic	statistics,	social	sharing	buttons,	and	contact	forms.	These	built-in	features	give	your	website	functionality	that	would	otherwise	require	multiple	plugins.	FeatureAvailable	on	Free
WordPress	WebsiteUpgrade	Required	ForBasic	Statistics✓	Available	through	JetpackDetailed	analyticsSocial	Sharing✓	Available	through	JetpackAdvanced	customizationContact	Forms✓	Available	through	JetpackAdvanced	form	featuresSEO	ToolsLimited	built-in	functionalityFull	SEO	plugin	accessSecurity	Features✓	Basic	protection
includedAdvanced	security	toolsCaching/Performance✓	Handled	by	WordPress.comCustom	caching	solutionsBackup/Restoration✓	Handled	by	WordPress.comManual	backup	controlsE-commerce✗	Not	availableWooCommerce	integrationCustom	CSS✗	Not	availableAdvanced	design	customizationEmail	Marketing✗	Not	availableNewsletter	integration
If	you	eventually	upgrade	to	a	paid	plan,	you’ll	gain	access	to	additional	plugin	functionality.	The	Business	plan	and	above	allow	installation	of	custom	plugins	from	the	vast	WordPress	plugin	repository,	which	includes	over	59,000	free	and	premium	options.	Looking	to	enhance	your	site	with	more	features	as	you	grow?	Our	guide	to	best	free
WordPress	plugins	offers	a	preview	of	what’s	available	with	upgrades.	Content	Strategy	for	Your	WordPress	Website	A	thoughtful	content	strategy	helps	your	website	attract	and	engage	visitors,	establish	expertise,	and	achieve	your	goals.	Even	with	a	free	plan,	strategic	content	planning	can	significantly	improve	your	site’s	performance	and	audience
growth.	Content	Strategy	ElementImplementationBenefitsAudience	ResearchCreate	detailed	reader	personasMore	relevant,	engaging	contentContent	PillarsDefine	3-5	main	topic	areasFocused	expertise,	better	SEOContent	CalendarPlan	and	schedule	posts	ahead	of	timeConsistent	publishing	rhythmContent	TypesMix	articles,	guides,	lists,	case
studiesAppeals	to	different	preferencesKeyword	StrategyTarget	specific	search	termsImproved	search	visibilityContent	RepurposingTransform	content	into	different	formatsMaximum	value	from	each	piecePerformance	AnalysisTrack	using	WordPress.com	statsData-driven	improvementCall-to-Action	PlanDefine	next	steps	for	each	content	pieceGuides
the	visitor	journeyContent	AuditingRegular	review	of	existing	contentIdentifies	gaps	and	opportunitiesCompetitor	AnalysisStudy	similar	websites	in	your	nicheInspiration	and	differentiation	Start	by	defining	your	target	audience.	Create	detailed	reader	personas	that	outline	your	ideal	visitors’	challenges,	questions,	and	goals.	This	helps	you	create
content	that	directly	addresses	their	needs	and	interests.	Next,	establish	your	content	pillars	–	the	main	topics	your	website	will	cover.	For	example,	a	cooking	blog	might	focus	on	quick	meals,	vegetarian	recipes,	kitchen	techniques,	and	seasonal	ingredients.	Defining	these	pillars	helps	focus	your	content	creation	efforts.	Create	a	content	calendar
that	plans	out	publishing	dates,	topics,	and	formats.	Consistency	is	more	important	than	frequency	–	publishing	quality	content	on	a	reliable	schedule	builds	audience	expectations	and	habits.	While	a	free	WordPress	website	offers	impressive	value,	understanding	when	to	upgrade	helps	you	make	strategic	decisions	about	investing	in	your	online
presence.	Recognizing	the	signs	that	you’ve	outgrown	your	free	plan	ensures	you	upgrade	at	the	right	time.	Many	successful	websites	start	as	free	and	gradually	upgrade	specific	features	as	needs	emerge.	This	phased	approach	allows	you	to	invest	strategically	rather	than	paying	for	premium	features	before	you	truly	need	them.	Upgrade
ConsiderationSigns	It’s	Time	to	UpgradeRecommended	PlanProfessional	DomainYou’re	getting	serious	about	your	brandPersonal	($4/month)Remove	WordPress.com	AdsAds	are	affecting	user	experiencePersonal	($4/month)Additional	StorageApproaching	the	1GB	storage	limitPremium	($8/month)MonetizationReady	to	earn	revenue	from	your
sitePremium	($8/month)Advanced	DesignNeed	more	customization	optionsPremium	($8/month)Plugin	InstallationRequire	specific	plugin	functionalityBusiness	($25/month)E-commerceWant	to	sell	products	onlineBusiness	($25/month)Google	AnalyticsNeed	detailed	visitor	insightsBusiness	($25/month)Advanced	SEO	ToolsSerious	about	search
rankingBusiness	($25/month)Custom	Theme	InstallationWant	to	use	premium	themesBusiness	($25/month)	The	most	common	first	upgrade	is	to	the	Personal	plan,	which	allows	you	to	use	a	custom	domain	name	(yoursite.com	instead	of	yoursite.wordpress.com)	and	removes	WordPress.com	advertisements.	This	relatively	inexpensive	upgrade
significantly	enhances	your	site’s	professional	appearance.	Storage	limitations	may	prompt	an	upgrade	if	you	regularly	publish	image-heavy	content	or	want	to	host	downloadable	files.	The	free	plan’s	1GB	storage	can	be	adequate	for	text-focused	sites	but	fills	quickly	with	high-resolution	images	or	documents.	When	considering	an	upgrade,	evaluate
the	return	on	investment.	Will	the	additional	features	help	you	generate	more	traffic,	leads,	or	revenue?	Will	they	save	you	significant	time	or	improve	user	experience?	Upgrade	when	the	benefits	clearly	outweigh	the	costs.	Looking	to	monetize	your	website	in	the	future?	Our	guide	on	how	to	create	and	manage	coupon	codes	in	WordPress	covers
promotional	strategies	for	when	you’re	ready	to	sell	products	or	services.	Now	that	you	understand	how	to	create	a	free	WordPress	website,	here	are	the	essential	takeaways	to	remember:	Choose	WordPress.com	for	truly	free	websites:	WordPress.com	offers	a	completely	free	starting	point	with	essential	features,	while	WordPress.org	requires	paid
hosting.	Start	with	a	professional	theme:	Free	WordPress	themes	are	professionally	designed	and	mobile-responsive,	giving	your	site	a	polished	look	from	day	one.	Focus	on	content	quality:	Well-written,	valuable	content	matters	more	than	fancy	design	for	both	visitors	and	search	engines.	Implement	basic	SEO:	Use	descriptive	titles,	clear	headings,
and	keyword-focused	content	to	improve	your	website’s	search	visibility.	Optimize	for	mobile	users:	Ensure	your	site	looks	good	on	smartphones	and	tablets	by	testing	responsive	design	and	creating	mobile-friendly	content.	Create	essential	pages:	Every	WordPress	website	should	include	Homepage,	About,	Contact,	and	Privacy	Policy	pages	as	a
foundation.	Track	performance:	Use	WordPress.com’s	built-in	analytics	to	understand	visitor	behavior	and	improve	your	website	over	time.	Secure	your	account:	Protect	your	WordPress	site	with	a	strong	password	and	two-factor	authentication.	Plan	content	strategically:	Create	a	content	calendar	and	focus	on	topics	that	resonate	with	your	target
audience.	Start	now,	improve	later:	Launch	your	website	quickly	and	refine	it	incrementally	rather	than	seeking	perfection	before	publishing.	Learning	how	to	create	a	free	WordPress	website	is	a	valuable	skill	that	can	serve	you	well	whether	you’re	building	a	personal	blog,	professional	portfolio,	or	business	site.	The	platform’s	combination	of
simplicity,	flexibility,	and	professional	results	makes	it	an	excellent	choice	for	beginners	and	experienced	web	users	alike.	Yes,	you	can	create	a	completely	free	website	using	WordPress.com.	The	free	plan	includes	hosting,	a	subdomain	(yoursite.wordpress.com),	1GB	of	storage,	and	access	to	basic	themes	and	features.	The	free	WordPress.com	plan
includes	essential	features	but	has	limitations	like	WordPress.com	branding,	a	wordpress.com	subdomain,	and	restricted	customization	options.	Paid	plans	offer	custom	domains,	more	storage,	advanced	customization,	and	additional	features	like	e-commerce	functionality.	Yes,	alternatives	include	Wix	(free	plan),	Blogger,	Google	Sites,	and	Weebly
(free	plan).	However,	WordPress	generally	offers	better	content	management,	more	professional	design	options,	and	a	clearer	upgrade	path	than	most	alternatives.	With	WordPress.com,	hosting	is	included	in	the	free	plan.	Simply	sign	up,	choose	your	subdomain,	select	a	theme,	and	your	site	is	automatically	hosted	on	WordPress.com’s	servers
without	any	additional	steps	or	costs.	Can	you	make	a	free	WordPress	website	with	a	custom	domain?	The	free	WordPress.com	plan	only	allows	for	a	wordpress.com	subdomain	(yoursite.wordpress.com).	To	use	a	custom	domain	(yoursite.com),	you’ll	need	to	upgrade	to	at	least	the	Personal	plan,	which	starts	at	around	$4/month.	Yes,	free
WordPress.com	sites	may	display	WordPress.com	advertisements.	These	ads	cannot	be	controlled	or	monetized	by	you.	To	remove	these	ads,	you’ll	need	to	upgrade	to	at	least	the	Personal	plan.	WordPress	is	still	free!	Both	WordPress.com	(hosted	version)	and	WordPress.org	(self-hosted	software)	continue	to	offer	free	options.	WordPress.com
provides	a	completely	free	plan,	while	WordPress.org	software	remains	free	to	download	and	use	(though	you’ll	need	to	pay	for	hosting).	With	WordPress.com,	you	can	create	multiple	free	websites	using	the	same	account.	There’s	no	official	limit	on	the	number	of	free	sites	you	can	create,	making	it	easy	to	manage	several	projects	without	additional
cost.	Can	a	free	WordPress	blog	be	monetized?	The	free	WordPress.com	plan	does	not	allow	for	monetization	through	advertisements	or	direct	sales.	To	monetize	your	site,	you’ll	need	to	upgrade	to	at	least	the	Premium	plan	for	WordAds	or	the	Business	plan	for	more	advanced	monetization	options.	Free	WordPress	websites	can	look	professional	and
attractive	using	the	available	themes.	The	main	visual	differences	from	paid	sites	are	the	wordpress.com	subdomain	in	the	URL	and	possible	WordPress.com	advertisements	displayed	on	your	pages.	WordPress.com	is	designed	for	non-technical	users.	The	intuitive	dashboard	and	block	editor	allow	you	to	build	a	website	without	coding	knowledge.
Simply	select	a	theme,	customize	it	using	the	visual	editor,	and	add	your	content	using	the	drag-and-drop	blocks.	Yes,	WordPress.com	provides	importers	for	many	popular	platforms	including	Blogger,	Tumblr,	Medium,	and	other	WordPress	sites.	You	can	find	these	tools	under	Tools	>	Import	in	your	WordPress.com	dashboard.	Creating	a	free
WordPress	website	is	an	excellent	way	to	establish	your	online	presence	without	financial	investment.	WordPress.com’s	intuitive	interface	and	powerful	features	make	it	accessible	for	beginners	while	providing	room	to	grow	as	your	needs	evolve.	By	following	the	steps	outlined	in	this	guide,	you	can	build	a	professional-looking	website	that	effectively
showcases	your	content,	engages	your	audience,	and	achieves	your	goals.	Whether	you’re	creating	a	personal	blog,	professional	portfolio,	or	business	site,	WordPress	offers	the	flexibility	and	functionality	you	need	to	succeed.	Remember	that	your	free	WordPress	website	is	just	the	beginning.	As	your	site	grows	in	popularity	and	purpose,	you	can
seamlessly	upgrade	to	access	additional	features	while	building	on	the	foundation	you’ve	already	established.	Start	your	WordPress	journey	today	and	join	the	millions	of	websites	powered	by	the	world’s	most	popular	website	platform!	Looking	to	enhance	your	WordPress	skills	further?	Explore	our	guides	on	WordPress	automation	plugins	to
streamline	your	workflow	or	discover	creative	transformation	techniques	with	our	Studio	Ghibli	style	photo	transformation	guide.	Written	By:	Stacey	Corrin	Stacey	has	been	writing	about	WordPress	and	digital	marketing	for	over	10	years	and	on	other	topics	for	much	longer.	Alongside	this,	she's	fascinated	with	web	design,	user	experience,	and	SEO.
					Reviewed	By:	John	Turner	John	Turner	is	the	founder	of	SeedProd.	He's	an	Entrepreneur,	Web	Developer,	Marketer,	SysAdmin,	DBA,	Support	Tech	and	can	even	Cook.	Need	an	easy	guide	on	how	to	create	a	WordPress	website	for	beginners?	WordPress	powers	over	43%	of	all	websites,	making	it	perfect	for	beginners	like	you.	Whether	you’re
dreaming	of	a	blog,	a	stunning	portfolio,	or	an	online	store,	WordPress	can	help	bring	your	vision	to	life.	And	the	best	part?	You	don’t	need	any	coding	skills	to	get	started.	In	this	step-by-step	guide,	I’ll	show	you	exactly	how	to	build	your	site	in	easy	steps.	By	the	end,	you’ll	have	the	confidence	to	build	your	dream	WordPress	website.	How	to	Create	a
WordPress	Website	for	Beginners:	WordPress	is	an	open-source	content	management	system	(CMS)	for	building	websites	and	blogs.	It’s	widely	used	because	it’s	easy	to	set	up,	offers	lots	of	themes	and	plugins	for	customization,	and	works	for	beginners	and	advanced	users	alike.	When	you’re	first	exploring	WordPress,	you	might	come	across	two
different	websites:	WordPress.com	and	WordPress.org.	The	main	difference	between	WordPress.com	and	WordPress.org	is	in	control	and	hosting:	WordPress.com	is	a	hosted	platform	that	takes	care	of	your	website’s	hosting	and	maintenance.	It’s	easier	to	set	up	and	includes	automatic	updates,	but	it	limits	customization,	themes,	and	plugins	unless
you	upgrade	to	a	paid	plan.	WordPress.org	is	self-hosted,	meaning	you	download	the	software	and	host	it	on	your	own	server.	This	option	gives	you	full	control,	unlimited	theme	and	plugin	choices,	and	the	ability	to	monetize.	However,	it	requires	managing	your	own	hosting	and	updates.	In	this	guide,	I’ll	focus	on	using	WordPress.org,	as	it	offers	more
flexibility	and	control	for	creating	your	website.	When	you	see	“WordPress”	mentioned	throughout	this	article,	I’m	referring	to	WordPress.org.	Before	we	jump	into	the	complete	guide,	let’s	make	sure	you	understand	what	you	need	to	create	a	WordPress	website	and	why	these	elements	are	essential.	To	make	a	WordPress	website,	you	need:	Domain
Name	–	Your	website’s	address	(e.g.,	www.example.com).	Web	Hosting	–	A	service	that	stores	your	website	files	and	makes	them	accessible	online.	Many	providers	offer	WordPress-specific	hosting.	WordPress	Installation	–	Install	WordPress	on	your	hosting	server;	most	hosts	offer	one-click	installations.	Theme	and	Plugins	–	Choose	a	theme	to	control
your	site’s	appearance	and	plugins	to	add	features	like	contact	forms,	SEO	tools,	and	more.	Content	–	Prepare	text,	images,	and	other	media	to	populate	your	pages.	If	you’re	unsure	how	to	do	any	of	this,	don’t	worry.	I’ll	walk	you	through	each	part	of	the	process	next.	Alright,	now	that	we’ve	covered	the	basics,	it’s	time	for	the	fun	part—actually
building	your	WordPress	website.	Don’t	worry	if	you’re	feeling	a	bit	nervous.	I’ll	break	this	down	into	easy-to-follow	steps.	Think	of	this	as	putting	together	a	puzzle.	We’ve	already	looked	at	the	pieces,	and	now	I’m	going	to	show	you	how	they	all	fit	together.	By	the	end	of	this	guide,	you’ll	have	a	fully	functioning	WordPress	website	that	you	built
yourself.	Building	a	WordPress	website	is	fun,	but	before	you	pick	designs,	let’s	plan.	It’s	like	building	a	treehouse	–	you	need	a	plan	before	grabbing	the	hammer	and	nails.	Here’s	your	plan	in	a	nutshell:	Website	Mission:	What	do	you	want	your	website	to	DO?	(Sell	stuff?	Share	your	knowledge?	Build	a	community?)	Your	People:	Who	are	you	trying	to
reach	with	your	website?	(Think	about	their	age,	interests,	and	what	they	like	online.)	Pick	a	Focus:	Is	there	a	specific	topic	you	want	your	website	to	be	known	for?	This	helps	you	stand	out	and	attract	the	right	people.	Content	Plan:	What	will	you	share	on	your	website?	(posts,	videos,	pictures?)	Use	words	your	audience	understands.	Check	Out	the
Competition:	Look	at	similar	websites.	What	are	they	doing	well?	What	could	they	do	better?	Ask	your	audience	what	they	want	to	see.	Step	2.	Set	Up	Your	Domain	Name	and	Hosting	To	build	a	website,	you	first	need	to	get	a	domain	name.	A	well-chosen	domain	can	make	it	easier	for	people	to	remember	and	find	your	site.	Here	are	some	tips	to	help
you	choose	the	perfect	domain	name:	Keep	it	short	and	sweet	–	easier	to	remember.	Use	keywords	related	to	your	business	or	niche.	Avoid	numbers	and	hyphens	–	they	can	be	confusing.	Consider	different	extensions	(.com,	.org,	.net)	–	pick	what	fits	your	brand	best.	Now,	let’s	talk	about	hosting.	This	is	where	your	website’s	files	will	live,	and	there
are	several	types	of	web	hosting	to	choose	from:	Hosting	TypeBest	ForPriceShared	HostingSmall	websites,	beginnersCheapestVPS	HostingGrowing	websites,	need	more	controlMid-pricedCloud	HostingWebsites	with	changing	traffic,	high	uptime	needsCan	be	expensiveDedicated	HostingVery	large	websites,	ultimate	controlMost	expensiveManaged



WordPressEasy	WordPress	hosting,	good	performanceA	bit	pricier	than	basic	shared	There	are	lots	of	hosting	providers	out	there,	but	for	WordPress,	I	recommend	these	top	picks:	Bluehost:	WordPress.org’s	official	recommendation.	They	offer	great	support	and	throw	in	a	free	domain	name	for	the	first	year.	SiteGround:	Known	for	excellent	customer
service	and	reliability.	WP	Engine:	A	bit	pricier,	but	offers	top-notch	performance	and	security.	I’m	a	big	fan	of	Bluehost	for	WordPress	hosting.	Here’s	how	to	get	started	with	them:	First,	go	to	the	Bluehost	website	and	click	“Get	Started	Now”	From	there,	find	a	plan	that	best	suits	your	needs	and	click	the	Select	button	to	choose	it.	You	can	choose	a
new	custom	domain	name	for	your	website	on	the	following	screen.	After	you	choose	a	domain,	enter	other	account	details,	such	as	your	name,	address,	and	email	address.	You	can	add	optional	extras	to	your	plan,	but	we	recommend	leaving	these	unchecked	to	avoid	confusion.	When	you’re	ready,	enter	your	payment	details	and	complete	your
purchase.	That’s	it.	You’ve	got	your	domain	name	and	hosting	set	up.	You’re	one	step	closer	to	your	very	own	WordPress	website.	Now	that	you’ve	got	your	domain	and	hosting	sorted,	it’s	time	to	install	WordPress.	Bluehost	often	does	the	heavy	lifting	for	you.	In	many	cases,	WordPress	comes	pre-installed	when	you	set	up	your	hosting	account.	But	if
WordPress	isn’t	already	there,	no	sweat.	Here’s	how	to	get	it	installed	in	just	a	few	clicks:	Log	in	to	Your	Bluehost	Account:	Access	your	Bluehost	dashboard	by	entering	your	credentials.	Navigate	to	the	Website	Section:	Once	logged	in,	go	to	the	My	Sites	section	and	click	the	Create	Site	button.	Enter	Site	Details:	You’ll	be	prompted	to	enter	your	site
title	and	a	tagline.	Fill	these	in	and	click	Next.	Choose	Domain:	Select	the	domain	name	you’ve	registered	from	the	dropdown	list.	Install:	Finally,	click	the	‘Install’	button.	Bluehost	will	take	care	of	the	rest,	installing	WordPress	for	you.	And	just	like	that,	you’ve	successfully	installed	WordPress	on	Bluehost.	After	your	WordPress	installation	is
complete,	you’ll	receive	login	details.	When	you	log	in	for	the	first	time,	you’ll	see	something	called	the	WordPress	dashboard.	It	might	look	a	bit	overwhelming	at	first,	but	think	of	it	as	the	control	center	for	your	website.	From	here,	you	can:	Add	new	content	to	your	site	Change	how	your	site	looks	Install	cool	new	features	(we	call	these	‘plugins’)
Manage	your	site	settings	Don’t	worry	if	it	all	looks	a	bit	alien	right	now.	We’ll	explore	the	dashboard	more	as	we	go	along.	The	important	thing	is,	you’ve	now	got	WordPress	installed	and	ready	to	go.	After	installing	WordPress,	the	next	step	is	choosing	a	theme.	A	theme	is	like	your	website’s	outfit.	It	determines	how	your	site	looks	and	feels.	Just	like
you	choose	clothes	to	express	your	style,	you	pick	a	theme	to	show	off	your	brand’s	personality.	When	you	first	install	WordPress,	it	comes	with	a	basic	theme.	It’s	like	a	plain	T-shirt—it	does	the	job,	but	it	might	not	be	exactly	what	you’re	looking	for.	Want	something	fancier,	can	choose:	Free	Themes:	WordPress	offers	many	free	themes,	which	are
great	for	getting	started.	Premium	Themes:	These	cost	a	bit	but	often	come	with	more	features	and	support.	Page	Builders:	Website	builders	and	page	builders	like	SeedProd	and	Elementor	let	you	customize	your	theme	even	more.	Don’t	just	pick	a	theme	because	it	looks	pretty.	Think	about	these	factors:	Your	Niche/Industry:	Does	the	theme’s	style
fit	your	website’s	purpose	(e.g.,	blog,	portfolio,	online	store)?	Design	and	Layout:	Do	you	like	the	overall	aesthetic?	Does	it	have	layout	options	that	suit	your	content?	Features:	Does	the	theme	include	features	you	need	(e.g.,	contact	forms,	image	galleries,	e-commerce	integration)?	Responsiveness:	Your	site	MUST	look	good	on	all	devices	(phones,
tablets,	desktops).	Test	the	theme’s	responsiveness.	Customization:	How	easy	is	it	to	make	changes	(colors,	fonts,	layout)?	Do	you	need	a	page	builder	for	that?	Reviews	and	Support:	Read	reviews	from	other	users.	Does	the	theme	developer	offer	good	documentation	and	support?	For	help,	you	can	see	our	list	of	the	best	and	most	popular	WordPress
themes.	If	you	want	to	create	a	truly	unique	site	without	any	coding,	check	out	SeedProd.	It’s	one	of	the	best	drag-and-drop	WordPress	website	builders,	and	it	powers	over	1	million	websites.	With	SeedProd,	you	can:	Build	your	site	using	drag-and-drop	(no	coding	needed)	Customize	every	part	of	your	website	Create	a	site	that	perfectly	matches	your
brand	Don’t	worry	if	you’re	not	a	tech	whiz.	SeedProd	makes	it	easy	for	anyone	to	create	a	stunning	website.	Launch	a	custom	website	in	seconds	using	SeedProd’s	AI	website	builder.	Simply	provide	a	brief	description	of	your	site,	and	it	will	generate	a	fully	custom	theme,	helping	you	save	time	and	get	online	faster.	After	installing	the	SeedProd
plugin,	you’ll	find	a	‘Theme	Builder’	option	in	your	WordPress	dashboard	under	the	SeedProd	menu.	On	this	page,	you	can	choose	from	pre-designed	templates	or	start	from	scratch.	Once	you’ve	picked	a	website	theme,	SeedProd	will	show	each	part	of	the	theme	in	a	list.	These	templates	make	up	a	complete	theme;	you	can	edit	them	visually	with	the
drag-and-drop	page	builder.	SeedProd’s	builder	is	incredibly	user-friendly.	It	allows	you	to	easily	add	elements	like	text,	images,	and	buttons	to	any	web	page.	For	example,	you	can	set	up	a	custom	homepage	and	add	widgets,	like	a	recent	posts	list,	social	media	buttons,	or	a	search	bar.	This	guide	will	show	you	how	to	create	a	custom	WordPress
theme	with	SeedProd.	It	covers	everything	from	setting	up	a	custom	header	and	footer	to	building	sidebars,	blog	pages,	archives,	and	other	essential	static	pages.	Step	5.	Add	Content	to	Your	Website	Now	that	your	site	looks	great,	it’s	time	to	add	some	content	that	will	keep	visitors	coming	back.	Let’s	create	pages	and	posts.	Creating	Pages	in
WordPress	Pages	are	the	foundation	of	your	website.	They’re	for	content	that	doesn’t	change	often,	like	your	‘About	Us’	or	‘Contact’	pages.	To	create	a	new	page,	go	to	your	WordPress	dashboard,	navigate	to	Pages	on	the	left-hand	menu,	and	click	Add	New.	You’ll	see	the	WordPress	block	editor,	where	you	can	add	new	content.	The	block	editor,	also
known	as	Gutenberg,	lets	you	add	different	types	of	content	(text,	images,	videos)	as	‘blocks’.	It’s	super	easy	to	move	these	around	and	create	a	layout	you	love.	You	can	also	use	SeedProd	to	customize	these	pages.	When	you	create	a	new	page,	click	the	Edit	with	SeedProd	button.	You’ll	see	the	same	drag-and-drop	page	builder	you	used	to	create
your	theme.		Depending	on	your	website	niche,	you	can	create	the	following	essential	pages:	Once	you’re	satisfied	with	the	content	on	each	page,	click	the	Publish	button	to	make	it	live.	Creating	WordPress	Blog	Posts	If	you’re	planning	to	blog,	WordPress	has	everything	you	need	to	write,	edit,	and	publish	your	posts.	Posts	are	for	content	you’ll
update	regularly.	Here’s	how	to	create	a	blog	post	in	WordPress:	In	your	WordPress	dashboard,	click	Posts,	then	Add	New.	Use	the	block	editor	to	craft	your	post.	Click	‘Publish’	when	you’re	ready	to	share	your	thoughts	with	the	world.	If	you’re	using	SeedProd,	you	can	change	the	look	of	your	blog	page	and	individual	posts.	Click	the	‘Edit	Design’
link	on	your	Blog	Page	or	Single	Post	template,	and	customize	the	design	with	the	drag-and-drop	page	builder.	Expert	TipHas	content	already	been	written	somewhere	else?	You	can	often	import	it	into	WordPress.	For	example,	you	can	import	.docx	files	into	WordPress.	Check	this	guide	on	how	to	do	this.	Now	that	you’ve	got	some	content	on	your
site,	let’s	make	sure	everything	is	set	up	just	right	for	your	visitors.	We’ll	cover	three	key	areas:	setting	up	your	homepage,	tweaking	your	site	title,	and	managing	comments.	Create	a	Welcoming	Homepage	Some	themes	display	posts	on	your	homepage	by	default.	This	is	great	if	you’re	a	blogger,	but	if	you’re	building	a	more	traditional	website	layout,
you’ll	want	a	static	homepage	with	information	about	your	business,	services,	and	more.	To	set	up	a	static	homepage,	go	to	the	Settings	»	Reading	page	from	your	WordPress	dashboard.	Under	the	‘Your	homepage	displays’	option,	choose	‘A	static	page’	and	pick	the	pages	you	created	when	building	your	theme	earlier	for	your	home	and	blog	pages.
Remember	to	save	your	changes.	Now,	your	site	will	use	your	‘Home’	page	as	the	front	page	and	your	‘Blog’	page	to	show	your	posts.	When	first	setting	up	your	website,	you	had	the	chance	to	choose	a	tile.	But	what	if	you	want	to	add	a	shot	tagline	to	add	more	context?	To	set	it	up,	head	over	to	Settings	»	General	in	your	WordPress	dashboard.	Here,
you	can	edit	your	site	title	and	add	a	brief	tagline	that	summarizes	your	site.	Once	you’re	happy	with	both,	don’t	forget	to	click	Save	Changes.	Comments	can	be	a	great	way	to	engage	with	your	audience,	but	they	can	also	attract	unwanted	spam.	To	keep	things	tidy,	let’s	set	up	comment	moderation.	Navigate	to	Settings	»	Discussion	in	your
dashboard.	Scroll	down	until	you	see	‘Before	a	comment	appears’.	Here,	check	the	box	next	to	‘Comment	must	be	manually	approved’.	Don’t	forget	to	save	your	changes.	With	this	setting,	you	can	review	comments	before	they	appear	on	your	site.	This	gives	you	control	over	the	conversation	and	helps	keep	spam	at	bay.	Now	that	your	site	looks	good,
let’s	give	it	some	superpowers.	This	is	where	plugins	come	in	handy.	WordPress	plugins	are	like	smartphone	apps	but	for	your	WordPress	site.	They	can	add	new	features	or	improve	existing	ones,	making	your	site	more	powerful	and	user-friendly.	There	are	thousands	of	plugins	out	there,	but	here	are	some	of	the	best	WordPress	plugins	for
beginners:	To	install	plugins,	follow	these	steps:	Go	to	Your	WordPress	Dashboard:	Log	in	to	your	WordPress	admin	area.	Navigate	to	Plugins:	On	the	left-hand	menu,	click	Plugins,	then	Add	New.	Search	for	Plugins:	Use	the	search	bar	to	find	the	plugin	you	want	to	install.	Install:	Click	the	Install	Now	button	next	to	your	desired	plugin.	Or	Upload	a
Plugin:	Click	Add	New	to	upload	a	plugin	.zip	file	from	your	computer.	Activate:	Click	Activate	once	the	installation	is	complete.	Pro	Tip:	You	can	also	upload	plugins	you’ve	downloaded	from	other	sources.	Just	click	‘Upload	Plugin’	and	follow	the	instructions.	Congratulations!	You’ve	come	a	long	way	in	your	journey.	You’ve	built,	customized,	and
optimized	your	site;	now	it’s	time	for	the	grand	unveiling.	But	before	you	hit	that	publish	button,	let’s	review	a	pre-launch	checklist	and	discuss	how	to	make	your	website	live.	Before	launching,	make	sure	to	tick	off	these	boxes:	Enable	Coming	Soon	Mode:	Temporarily	hide	your	site	behind	a	coming	soon	page	before	your	launch	so	you	can	test	new
features	before	going	live.	Content	Review:	Double-check	all	your	pages	and	posts	for	errors,	broken	links,	and	incomplete	sections.	SEO:	Ensure	all	meta	descriptions	are	filled	out	and	your	content	is	optimized	for	relevant	keywords.	Mobile	Responsiveness:	Test	your	site	on	various	devices	to	ensure	it’s	fully	responsive.	Page	Speed:	Run	speed	tests
to	ensure	your	site	loads	quickly,	optimizing	any	elements	that	slow	it	down.	Backup:	Make	a	complete	backup	of	your	site.	Legal	Pages:	Ensure	your	site	has	essential	legal	pages	like	a	Privacy	Policy	and	Terms	of	Service.	For	a	more	detailed	list,	see	our	24-point	checklist	for	a	successful	website	launch.	Before	you	hit	publish,	check	out	these
mistakes	to	avoid	when	building	your	first	site.	Fixing	them	early	will	save	you	a	ton	of	time	down	the	road.	Making	your	website	live	is	often	as	simple	as	clicking	Save	and	Publish.	If	you	have	a	coming	soon	page	active,	you’ll	need	to	deactivate	this	first.	In	SeedProd,	click	the	toggle	under	Coming	Soon	Mode	until	it’s	inactive.	Additionally,	if	you’re
using	SeedProd’s	theme	builder	to	design	your	website,	you’ll	need	to	ensure	it’s	active.	You	can	do	that	by	navigating	to	SeedProd	and	Theme	Builder	and	turning	the	toggle	labeled	“Enable	SeedProd	Theme”	to	the	active	position.	If	you’ve	built	your	site	on	a	temporary	domain	or	subdomain,	you’ll	need	to	point	your	primary	domain	to	your	new
website.	The	exact	steps	can	vary	depending	on	your	hosting	provider,	but	most	offer	detailed	guides	to	help	you	through	this	process.	In	this	guide,	I’ve	shown	you	how	to	make	a	website,	choose	a	theme,	build	your	pages,	install	must-have	plugins,	and	successfully	launch	your	site.	But	with	WordPress,	you	can	create	a	niche	website	that	can	do	so
much	more,	like:	See	our	guide	for	a	list	of	all	the	types	of	websites	you	can	create	in	WordPress.	It’s	possible	to	build	a	website	for	free	by	using	WordPress.com,	which	offers	a	basic,	no-cost	plan.	However,	limitations	include	having	a	subdomain	(e.g.,	yoursite.wordpress.com)	and	limited	customization	options.	Free	hosting	services	are	also
available,	but	they	often	have	restrictions	and	may	place	ads	on	your	site.	If	you’re	serious	about	building	a	website,	we	recommend	investing	in	a	domain	name	and	quality	hosting.	Website	templates,	often	called	themes,	are	pre-designed	layouts	you	can	apply	to	your	website.	These	templates	come	with	preset	styles	and	functionalities,	making
website	building	easier	without	starting	from	scratch.	Many	WordPress	page	builders	also	refer	to	their	premade	designs	as	templates.	SeedProd,	for	example,	offers	many	website	template	kits	to	use	as	a	starting	point	for	a	custom	WordPress	theme.	After	downloading	your	theme’s	zip	file,	head	to	your	WordPress	settings,	go	to	Appearance,	click»
Themes,”	click	“Add	New,”	and	then	click	the	“Upload	Theme”	button.	Click	“Choose	File,”	select	the	theme’s	ZIP	file	from	your	computer,	and	click	“Install	Now.”	After	installation,	click	“Activate.”	Building	a	website	yourself	using	a	tutorial	is	a	cost-effective	way	to	get	your	site	up	and	running.	It’s	ideal	for	beginners	or	those	with	simple	website
needs.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you	have	specific,	complex	requirements	that	can’t	be	met	with	existing	themes	or	plugins,	hiring	a	web	developer	is	a	good	option.	And	there	you	have	it!	You’ve	successfully	navigated	the	process	of	creating	a	WordPress	website	from	scratch	in	8	simple	steps.	It’s	a	significant	achievement,	and	now	the	world	is	ready	to
see	your	professional	website	design.	If	you’re	concerned	about	the	learning	curve	of	WordPress,	tools	like	SeedProd	can	make	the	design	and	customization	process	much	smoother	and	more	intuitive.	If	you	need	more	help,	please	check	out	our	other	ultimate	guides	for	WordPress:	Thanks	for	reading!	We’d	love	to	hear	your	thoughts,	so	please	feel
free	to	leave	a	comment	with	any	questions	and	feedback.	You	can	also	follow	us	on	YouTube,	X	(formerly	Twitter),	and	Facebook	for	more	helpful	content	to	grow	your	business.	Building	a	website	is	fun.	There’s	creativity	and	freedom	involved,	and	putting	a	site	out	in	the	world	gives	a	sense	of	fulfillment.	With	WordPress,	you’ve	got	an	easy	and
straightforward	way	to	create	a	professional	website	without	spending	money	on	costly	design	agencies.	With	a	few	easy	steps,	you	can	build	your	own	site.	This	guide	goes	into	detail	about	how	you	can	create	a	website	with	WordPress.	We	will	start	with	registering	a	domain	and	installing	WordPress.	We	will	end	with	a	fully	functioning	website
including	a	theme	and	plugins.	Looking	for	info	about	what	WordPress	is	first?	This	guide	walks	you	through	the	fundamentals	and	explains	why	you	should	use	it.	To	create	a	website	with	WordPress,	you	need	to	take	the	following	steps:	Find	the	right	domain	name	and	hosting	provider	This	allows	visitors	to	access	your	website	on	your	desired	URL.
Install	WordPress	on	your	hosting	The	core	functionality	of	WordPress	is	needed	to	build	your	website.	Make	a	plan	of	action	Keep	a	distinct	branding	and	site	plan	in	mind	to	set	yourself	up	for	success.	Pick	the	right	theme	A	theme	kickstarts	your	site	with	a	visual	language	and	extra	functionality.	Create	pages	and	posts	Build	thoughtful	content	and
design	for	your	visitors.	Improve	your	website	with	essential	plugins	The	right	plugins	will	add	great	functionality	and	improvements	to	your	site.	Share	your	website	with	the	world	Attract	visitors	with	a	few	easy	tricks.	Keep	on	improving	Tweak	your	website	and	make	it	a	valuable	place	to	visit.	Let’s	get	started!	The	first	thing	we	need	to	do	is
register	a	domain	name	and	find	a	hosting	provider.	This	hosting	provider	will	host	our	WordPress	website.	You	might	have	done	a	Google	search	on	“WordPress”	already,	which	offers	you	two	options:	WordPress.org	WordPress.com	They	aren’t	the	same,	which	can	cause	some	confusion.	The	first	one	(.org)	is	what	we	need.	The	key	difference
between	both	options	is	who	is	actually	hosting	your	website.	WordPress.org	is	self-hosted.	This	is	the	WordPress	software,	owned	by	the	non-profit	WordPress	Foundation.	On	wordpress.org,	you	can	download	the	open-source	WordPress	software	for	free.	WordPress.com	is	a	hosting	service.	This	is	an	actual	web	hosting	provider	that	offers
WordPress	software	but	in	a	stripped-down	version	and	in	a	closed	hosting	environment.	The	WordPress.org	homepage	The	WordPress.com	homepage	To	get	the	most	flexibility	for	your	site,	we’d	recommend	going	with	wordpress.org.	This	means	you	have	to	choose	a	host	for	WordPress	yourself.	Why?	You	have	more	control	over	your	website	in	the
long	run.	WordPress.org	is	a	fully	open-source	software	package	without	limitations.	WordPress.com	offers	the	same	software	but	strips	it	to	limited	features	and	adds	hosting	to	it.	WordPress.com’s	hosting	requires	you	to	agree	to	their	service-level	agreements	and	restrictions.	There	are,	for	instance,	limitations	around	how	you	may	use	your
website	commercially.	WordPress.com	offers	a	nice	free	hosted	plan,	but	you	can’t	install	plugins	or	even	have	your	own	domain	name.	To	get	rid	of	these	limitations,	you	need	a	costly	Business	plan.	Our	suggestion:	In	most	scenarios,	but	especially	if	you	want	full	control	over	your	site	without	any	restrictions,	you	have	to	go	with	wordpress.org.	The
rest	of	this	guide	is	based	on	the	choice	for	wordpress.org	and	to-be-decided	hosting	provider.	Before	you	can	create	your	WordPress	website,	you	need	to	pick	a	domain	name.	This	is	the	URL	that	visitors	use	to	access	your	website.	A	domain	name	consists	of	two	parts:	the	name	and	the	extension.	For	example,	in	designforwp.com,	designforwp	is
the	name	and	the	extension	is	.com.	Name:	You	are	completely	free	to	choose	whatever	name	you	want.	Please	note	that	it	can	only	have	letters	(A-Z),	digits	(0-9),	and	hyphens	(-).	Extension:	For	the	extension,	you	are	limited	to	a	fixed	list,	but	within	these,	you	can	choose	whatever	you	want.	The	most	common	extension	is	.com,	which	is	mainly	used
for	internationally-operating	websites.	There	are	also	country-specific	extensions,	such	as	.nl	for	Dutch	websites	or	.de	for	German	websites.	There	are	several	other	extensions	too,	such	as	.net,	.online,	or	.game.	For	everyday	businesses,	we	recommend	either	country-specific	extensions	or	.com.	Your	name	and	extension	combined	are	your	final
domain	name.	This	should	be	unique.	There	are	many	websites	out	there,	so	you	need	to	check	upfront	if	your	desired	domain	name	is	available.	You	can	use	websites	from	hosting	providers,	such	as	SiteGround,	to	do	a	quick	check.	Always	do	a	quick	check	to	see	if	your	desired	domain	name	is	available.	Is	your	desired	domain	name	available?
Congratulations.	It’s	time	to	move	on	to	the	next	step!	Now	you	have	settled	on	a	domain	name,	you	can	pick	your	hosting	provider.	A	hosting	provider	registers	the	domain	name	for	you	and	rents	out	server	capacity	to	which	you	can	upload	your	website	files.	You	are	the	owner	of	the	domain	name,	but	the	hosting	provider	is	the	intermediary	party.
You	basically	buy	two	things	from	a	hosting	provider:	Registration	of	a	domain	name	(10	to	15	euros	or	dollars	a	year)	Hosting	space	on	a	server	(5	euros	or	dollars	a	month	or	more,	depending	on	your	needs)	It	is	important	to	choose	a	good	hosting	provider	with	a	proper	hosting	plan.	With	cheap,	low-budget	hosting,	you	usually	rent	a	small	part	of	a
server,	shared	with	others.	This	is	fine	for	smaller	websites	that	don’t	require	much	capacity,	and	you	might	miss	out	on	extra	features,	such	as	your	own	email	account.	If	you	have	a	resource-heavy	website,	such	as	a	webshop	or	a	website	with	lots	of	video	content,	you	should	go	for	more	expensive	hosting.	Another	aspect	to	consider	is	the	physical
location	of	your	hosting	provider’s	servers.	Generally	speaking,	if	you	are	building	a	website	for	Italian	visitors	it	is	best	to	choose	a	hosting	provider	that	has	servers	located	in	Italy.	Your	website	will	load	quicker	if	the	server	is	located	closer	to	your	audience.	Other	important	factors	in	picking	a	hosting	provider	are:	Reputation:	Does	the	provider
get	high	reviews?	Support:	Do	they	offer	quality	support	with	quick	response	times?	Uptime:	Do	they	guarantee	website	uptime	above	99%?	Offering:	Do	they	offer	plans	and	features	that	your	website	needs?	Overall,	it	is	important	to	find	a	provider	with	the	right	balance	between	quality	and	costs.	There	are	tons	of	hosting	providers	available.	Many
of	them	offer	specific	WordPress	hosting	too.	This	is	a	hosting	plan	specifically	optimized	for	WordPress	websites.	Compare	hosting	providers:	view	our	hosting	guide.	Want	our	best	advice?	We’d	recommend	you	go	with	SiteGround.	In	short,	SiteGround:	is	a	by	WordPress.org-recommended	web	host	has	been	a	trustworthy	name	in	the	web	hosting
industry	offers	great	performance	and	support,	as	well	as	daily	back-ups,	SSL,	and	more	has	WordPress-optimized	servers	located	all	over	the	world	Go	to	www.siteground.com.	Under	Hosting,	select	‘WordPress	Hosting’.	You	are	offered	multiple	plans.	The	smallest	plan,	StartUp,	is	sufficient	for	most	new	websites.	Click	on	‘Get	Plan’.	On	the	next
page,	enter	your	desired	domain	name	and	choose	the	extension.	Click	‘Proceed’	and	make	sure	your	requested	domain	name	is	available	for	registration.	The	domain	name	is	available.	This	is	the	last	step	in	the	registration	process.	Fill	in	your	account-	and	payment	information.	Under	Purchase	Information,	you	have	the	opportunity	to	select	a	Data
Center.	Select	a	location	closest	to	where	you	expect	most	of	your	visitors	to	be.	Don’t	worry,	you	can	change	this	later	at	any	time.	Finally,	hit	the	‘Pay	now’	button	and	finish	the	domain	registration.	Congratulations,	you	are	now	the	owner	of	your	own	domain	name!		SiteGround	will	send	you	a	confirmation	email	with	login	details	for	their	hosting
environment.	You	might	also	be	asked	to	click	a	link	to	verify	that	you	are	the	owner	of	the	domain	name.	After	you	have	bought	your	domain,	you	can	access	your	provider’s	customer	area	(also	called:	the	control	panel).	In	this	area,	you	can	manage	settings,	create	email	accounts,	and	install	software	such	as	WordPress.	There	are	two	ways	to	install
WordPress	on	your	server:	manually	and	automatically.	Manual	installation:	Manual	installation	is	usually	recommended	because	it	gives	you	more	control	over	the	installation	process.	However,	you	need	technical	knowledge	compared	to	an	automated	installation.	FTP	and	MySQL	databases	should	sound	familiar	to	you.	That	can	be	quite
intimidating	for	beginners.	It’s	up	to	you	if	you	feel	comfortable	with	it.	If	so,	you	can	find	installation	instructions	on	the	SiteGround.com	website.	Automated	installation:	Do	you	consider	yourself	a	beginner?	Then	the	automated	installation	offered	by	your	hosting	provider	should	absolutely	be	sufficient.	With	a	few	easy	clicks,	your	provider	will
automatically	install	WordPress	for	you.	After	that,	you	are	ready	to	go.	For	this	guide,	we’ll	assume	you	want	an	automated	installation	on	SiteGround.	Make	sure	you	are	signed	in	to	SiteGround’s	Customer	Area.	In	the	top	navigation	bar,	select	Websites.	Under	‘Website	Details’	you	will	see	your	website.	Click	the	‘Site	Tools’	button.	In	this	area,	you
will	manage	the	settings	for	the	selected	domain.	On	the	left	side,	click	WordPress	and	then	‘Install	&	Manage’.	Click	‘Select’	on	the	left	side	under	the	WordPress	logo.	Leave	the	Application	Setup	as	it	is,	but	disable	the	checkbox	next	to	‘Install	with	WordPress	Starter’.	This	would	install	a	default	plugin	on	your	website,	which	we	don’t	need	for	now.
We	prefer	to	install	WordPress	as	clean	and	fresh	as	possible.	Under	Admin	info,	you	will	create	your	administration	account	for	WordPress.	This	is	the	account	that	we	will	use	to	sign	in	to	the	back	end	of	our	WordPress	website.	Enter	a	username	(such	as	your	first	name),	email	address,	and	a	secure	password.	That’s	it.	Leave	the	checkboxes
unchecked	and	press	Install.	Wait	a	few	moments	while	SiteGround	is	installing	WordPress.	WordPress	has	now	been	installed	on	your	server!	You	will	be	offered	two	options:	the	Admin	Panel	and	View	Site.	First,	click	View	Site.	You	will	now	see	your	site	live!	Do	you	get	an	error	message	about	your	connection	not	being	private?	This	might	happen
with	some	new	websites	and	it	has	to	do	with	your	SSL	(https)	certificate.	Back	in	SiteGround’s	Site	Tools	area,	click	Security	->	SSL	Manager	in	the	sidebar.	Select	your	domain,	and	under	‘Select	SSL’	select	‘Let’s	Encrypt’.	Press	Get.	Now,	in	the	sidebar,	go	to	‘HTTPS	Enforce’	and	enable	the	‘HTTPS	Enforce’	option	for	your	website.	Wait	a	few
minutes	and	your	website	should	now	work	correctly!	Your	brand-new	website	will	look	something	like	this:	Your	new,	default	WordPress	website	The	other	option	was	‘Admin	Panel’.	Through	that	button,	you	can	access	the	WordPress	administration	area:	it’s	the	back	end	of	your	site.	However,	of	course,	you	don’t	want	to	always	go	to	the
SiteGround	website	first	to	access	your	back	end.	Luckily,	you	can	access	this	at	any	time	by	adding	/wp-admin	to	your	URL	(so	it	will	become	www.mywebsite.com/wp-admin).	Fill	in	the	username	and	password	that	you	created	during	the	WordPress	installation.	You’ve	now	entered	the	admin	area	where	the	magic	happens!	By	clicking	your	website
title	at	the	top	left,	next	to	the	house	icon,	you	can	toggle	between	your	live	website	and	your	admin	area.	Is	this	your	first	time	ever	in	the	WordPress	admin	area?	You	can	read	our	starters	guide	to	find	your	way	around	and	understand	the	basics	of	pages,	posts,	themes	and	plugins.	Before	we	move	to	the	next	step,	let’s	take	a	quick	look	at	two
pages	in	the	admin	area:	the	Plugins	page	and	the	Settings	page.	The	Plugins	page	shows	all	active	plugins	on	your	website.	We	will	dive	deeper	into	plugins	later	in	this	guide.	For	now,	quickly	go	to	Plugins.	You	might	see	a	couple	of	plugins	installed	by	default.	Except	for	the	‘SG	Optimizer’	plugin	that	is	installed	automatically	for	SiteGround	users,
other	plugins	are	not	necessary	for	now.	We	prefer	a	clean	and	fresh	environment	to	start	with.	So,	if	you	see	any	other	plugins,	you	can	delete	those	by	clicking	‘Delete’.	The	Settings	page	defines	the	global	settings	of	your	site.	Go	to	Settings.	You	will	end	up	on	the	General	Settings	page.	Make	sure	that	your	Site	Title	and	Tagline	are	according	to
your	wishes.	Also	check	the	timezone,	date	format,	and	time	format.	Click	‘Save	Changes’.	Make	sure	that	all	settings,	such	as	the	site	title	and	tagline,	are	set	according	to	your	wishes.	On	the	left	side,	go	to	Reading	Settings.	Make	sure	that	‘Excerpt’	is	enabled	for	the	‘For	each	post	in	a	feed,	include’	option.	Finally,	go	to	Permalinks	Settings.	These
settings	define	the	default	URL’s	that	will	be	generated	across	your	website.	For	example,	if	you	will	publish	a	post	called	‘My	new	post’,	the	URL	to	this	post	can	be	like	this:	URL	with	id:	URL	with	name:	URL	with	prefix	and	name:	URL	with	date	and	name:	The	first	one	feels	very	robotic.	We	don’t	want	to	show	random	numbers	in	our	URL.	The	last
one	feels	too	long.	Personally,	we	like	the	second	option:	the	URL	with	just	the	post	name	in	it,	but	it’s	up	to	you.	Select	an	option	in	the	settings	(in	our	case:	‘Post	name’)	and	click	‘Save	Changes’.	You	have	registered	your	domain	name	and	installed	WordPress	on	your	server.	In	fact,	you	already	have	your	website	live.	It	is	very	tempting	to	now
immediately	start	building	out	your	WordPress	website.	However,	we	strongly	recommend	you	take	a	step	back	first.	Ideally,	you’ll	build	a	plan	of	attack.	This	will	speed	up	the	process	of	creating	your	website.	It	gives	a	better	direction	in	the	next	steps.	Think	about	how	you	want	your	website	to	look	and	feel.	Get	a	notebook	and	go	through	the
following	three	steps:	Pages	and	flow	Logo	&	colors	Global	design	Make	a	list	of	the	different	features	and	pages	that	you	ideally	want	to	have	on	your	website.	This	will	help	you	in	the	next	steps.	Think	globally	about	your	wishes	and	write	them	down.	How	do	you	want	your	homepage	to	look?	What	info	do	you	want	to	show?	Do	you	want	a	services
or	products	page?	What	should	it	roughly	look	like?	Do	you	want	a	contact	page?	Should	there	be	a	contact	form?	Do	you	want	an	about	us	page?	Do	you	want	a	blog	or	news	page?	Are	there	any	other	pages	or	specific	features	you	want?	Do	you	have	specific	wishes	around	content	or	photos?	Look	at	other	websites	around	the	internet	to	get
inspiration.	Don’t	be	too	perfectionistic.	You	don’t	need	a	finalized	plan,	but	having	a	rough	concept	on	paper	helps	massively.	This	is	the	moment	to	think	about	the	visual	identity	of	your	website	too.	Maybe	you	already	have	a	logo	and	branding	colors.	If	not,	make	sure	you	have	an	idea.	If	you	know	what	style	your	website	should	convey,	you	will
make	it	easier	to	choose	the	right	theme	and	design	the	right	pages	in	the	next	steps.	If	you	need	help	generating	a	nice	color	palette,	we	recommend	taking	a	look	at	coolors.co.	On	this	website,	you	can	find	pretty	color	palettes	or	you	can	generate	your	own.	A	nice	color	palette	is	generated	through	the	coolors.co	generator.	In	this	final	step,	it	is
time	to	think	about	the	overall	style	of	your	website.	Maybe	there	are	a	few	websites	that	really	inspire	you.	Or	maybe	you	have	a	clear	idea	of	how	a	page	should	look	like.	The	more	you	know,	the	easier	it	will	be	in	the	next	steps	to	build	up	your	pages.	You	can	even	make	rough	sketches	if	you	would	like.	Making	quick	sketches	of	what	your	website
could	look	like	helps	you	to	structure	your	thoughts.	No	idea	yet?	Don’t	worry.	Let’s	move	on	to	the	next	step!	You	have	all	the	basics	ready	for	your	website.	Now	it	is	time	to	pick	a	theme.	A	theme	is	a	kickstarter	for	your	website.	It	is	a	global	template,	and	often	contains	a	set	of	plugins	to	add	functionality	to	the	WordPress	core	as	well.	Themes	set
restrictions	for	your	site.	Although	most	themes	are	very	flexible,	they	impact	your	website	with	an	overall	look	and	feel.	There	are	many	available	themes	out	there,	either	free	or	paid.	Free	themes	look	great,	but	they	are	limited	in	options	and	customizations.	For	example,	it	is	more	difficult	to	change	the	color	of	specific	components	or	adjust	the
font	styles	exactly	how	you	wish.	Paid	themes	often	include	nice,	extra	features	such	as	drag-and-drop	page	builders,	but	they	are	more	complex	to	manage	and	you	need	more	knowledge	to	get	them	up	and	running.	Choosing	a	free	or	paid	theme	is	up	to	you.	Paid	themes	are	usually	between	50	and	60	euros	or	dollars.	They	are	often	great	and	we
would	recommend	those	for	bigger	website	projects.	However,	if	you	have	a	smaller	website	and	not	many	specific	requirements,	a	free	theme	is	sufficient.	Buy	a	premium	theme:	Premium	themes	are	usually	bought	from	a	third-party	marketplace.	The	most	popular	marketplace	is	called	ThemeForest.	Make	sure	you	have	selected	the	WordPress
category.	Browse	through	the	available	themes	and	check	the	previews	until	you	find	something	you	like.	After	buying	the	theme,	you	will	get	a	download	link.	Download	the	file,	sign	in	to	your	WordPress	dashboard,	and	go	to	Appearance	->	Themes	->	Add	New	->	Upload	Theme.	Select	your	installable	theme	file	and	press	‘Install’.	Then,	press
‘Activate’.	Choose	a	free	theme:	Free	themes	can	be	installed	from	within	WordPress.	Sign	in	to	your	WordPress	dashboard	and	go	to	Appearance	->	Themes	->	Add	New.	Find	a	thema	you	like.	You	can	preview	a	theme	by	clicking	the	‘Preview’	button.	However,	because	you	haven’t	created	any	pages	yet,	the	preview	looks	different	than	you	might
expect.	This	will	change	when	you	will	build	your	first	page.	If	you	find	a	theme	that	you	like,	press	‘Install’	and	then	‘Activate’.	Themes	are	often	specialized	and	created	with	a	specific	goal	in	mind.	In	the	screenshot	below,	the	EnterNews	theme	seems	to	be	focused	on	news	or	blog	websites,	based	on	the	image	and	the	name	of	the	theme.	The
Orchid	Store,	on	the	other	hand,	seems	to	be	a	webshop	theme,	whereas	SaturnWP	looks	more	corporate.	By	using	the	Feature	Filter	at	the	top,	you	can	filter	themes	by	subject.	Choose	a	theme	that	you	like.	Look	at	the	overall	design,	the	structure	of	the	menu,	and	the	page	layout.	You	can	often	customize	colors	and	typography	in	your	theme	after
installation,	but	a	theme	gives	you	an	overall	look	and	feel	of	what	you	can	expect.	Also,	make	sure	your	theme	ranks	4.5	stars	or	higher.	We	really	discourage	you	to	choose	themes	with	a	lower	rating	because	they	have	those	for	a	reason.	And	remember,	you	can	switch	themes	any	time	if	you’re	not	happy.	Choose	the	theme	you	like	and	activate	it.
Depending	on	the	chosen	theme,	you	can	customize	and	tweak	it	with	dedicated	theme	options	provided	by	the	theme.	Think	about	typography	styles	and	sizes,	colors,	default	page	layouts,	et	cetera.	Some	themes	offer	lots	of	customizations,	while	others	don’t.	You	will	find	those	options	in	a	new	area	in	your	WordPress	admin.	Every	theme	works
slightly	differently,	but	you	can	usually	find	this	under	either	a	new	menu	option	in	the	sidebar	(common	among	premium	themes)	or	under	Appearance	->	Customize	(common	among	free	themes).	The	Blocksy	theme	adds	an	info	page	in	the	sidebar	under	‘Appearance’,	but	most	theme	options	can	be	found	under	‘Customize’.	The	basics	of	your
theme	are	now	set.	It	is	time	to	build	your	first	pages	and	posts.	There	are	multiple	ways	to	build	up	your	page.	A	long	time	ago,	you	would	write	a	story	with	lots	of	text.	Those	times	are	gone.	You	want	to	impress	your	visitors	with	short,	engaging	texts	and	nice	photos	and	icons.	Page	builders	are	a	fantastic	way	to	achieve	that.	You	create	rows	and
columns,	and	then	you	drag	photos,	text,	headings,	or	any	other	element	inside	those	columns.	By	default,	WordPress	has	a	basic	page	builder	installed	called	Gutenberg.	Premium	themes	often	include	more	advanced	page	builders,	such	as	Visual	Composer	or	Elementor.	We	have	specific	guides	for	Visual	Composer	and	Elementor	in	case	you	bought
a	premium	theme	with	those	page	builders	pre-installed,	but	for	now,	we’ll	assume	that	you	will	continue	building	your	site	with	the	default	Page	Builder	provided	by	WordPress:	Gutenberg.	Go	to	Pages	in	the	side	menu,	and	delete	the	Sample	Page	by	hovering	it	with	your	mouse	and	selecting	Trash.	Now,	click	‘Add	New’	and	call	your	page	Home.	A
new,	empty	page	called	‘Home’.	Before	we	add	any	content,	let’s	look	at	the	sidebar	on	the	right	side.	If	this	is	not	visible	to	you,	click	the	Cog	icon	next	to	the	Publish	button.	The	sidebar	shows	the	default	settings	for	your	post.	You	can	save	a	page	as	a	draft	(useful	if	it	is	still	a	concept),	schedule	a	page	in	advance,	change	the	URL	for	the	page
(called	the	permalink),	or	add	a	highlighted	(featured)	image	that	is	sometimes	used	across	WordPress.	Some	themes	might	add	other	options	here	as	well.	For	now,	everything	looks	fine.	It	is	time	to	build	up	your	page.	Under	the	title,	you’ll	see	the	drag-and-drop	page	builder.	You	can	write	text	straight	away,	but	you	can	also	add	blocks.	Write	a	/	to
get	a	list	with	block	options.	You	can	add,	among	others,	a	title,	image,	list,	or	quote.	You	can	also	filter	the	options	by	writing	a	few	letters	(eg:	writing	ga	shows	a	Gallery	block).	You	can	view	all	available	options	by	clicking	the	blue	+	icon	at	the	top	left.	Try	it	out	and	find	the	Columns	block.	Click	on	it	(or	drag	and	drop	it	into	the	canvas)	and	it	will
appear	on	your	page.	Choose	the	30/70	option,	which	means	you	will	get	one	column	with	30%	width	and	a	second	one	with	70%	width.	In	the	builder,	it	should	now	look	like	this:	We	have	created	a	30/70	column	layout.	In	each	of	these	columns,	we	can	add	new	blocks.	Click	on	the	plus	icon	and	add	a	Heading,	Paragraph,	and	Button	to	the	left
column	and	an	image	to	the	right	column.	You	can	change	block	options	by	selecting	the	block	and	using	the	icons	that	appear	above	the	block	and	on	the	right	side.	If	these	options	are	not	visible,	make	sure	that	the	black	Cog	icon	at	the	top	right,	next	to	the	Publish	button,	is	selected.	Your	page	should	now	look	similar	to	this:	Remember	that	your
page	could	look	slightly	different	because	of	your	selected	theme.	For	example,	some	themes	give	your	buttons	rounded	corners	by	default.	If	you	don’t	like	this,	you	can	go	to	your	theme	options	and	see	if	there	is	a	way	to	change	this	setting	(or	use	the	Radius	option	at	the	right	side).	Now,	add	a	new	row	below	the	one	you	just	created	by	clicking
the	Plus	icon	and	selecting	‘Query	Loop’.	This	is	a	loop	block	that	will	show	your	future	posts	one	by	one.	We’ll	come	back	to	this	block	later	for	a	couple	of	changes.	Your	first	page	is	now	ready	to	be	published.	Hit	the	blue	Publish	button	at	the	top	right	and	confirm.	Great,	you	have	just	published	your	first	page!	However,	we	have	to	apply	a	one-time
setting	to	WordPress.	We	need	to	tell	the	system	what	your	default	homepage	will	be	so	users	will	see	it	when	they	end	up	on	your	website.	In	your	admin	area,	go	to	Appearance	->	Customize.	Under	‘Homepage	Settings’,	select	‘A	static	page’.	Then	under	‘Homepage’,	select	the	page	that	you	just	built.	Now	it	is	time	to	create	a	post.	In	your	admin
menu,	go	to	Posts.	You	will	see	a	default	post	called	‘Hello	world!’	You	can	delete	it.	Click	Add	New	and	use	the	editor	to	write	your	own	post.	You	can	keep	your	post	simple	by	just	writing	texts	and	adding	pictures,	but	you	can	go	all	way	and	give	it	a	fancy	design	too.	You	can	categorize	posts	in	the	sidebar	(under	the	‘Post’	tab)	by	thinking	ahead
about	common	post	categories	on	your	website,	creating	a	new	category,	and	then	selecting	that	one.	We	also	recommend	setting	a	featured	image.	Then,	click	Publish	and	confirm.	Now,	visit	your	homepage	and	see	what	it	all	looks	like.	Your	published	post	is	visible	within	the	Query	Loop	block	on	the	homepage.	Edit	your	Home	page	and	play
around	with	the	Query	Loop	settings	to	make	it	look	like	the	way	you	want.	Keep	iterating	on	the	design	of	your	page.	Play	around	with	the	global	theme	options	too.	You’ll	see	that	there	are	lots	of	different	ways	to	design	your	website.	Think	back	to	the	branding	and	color	palette	that	you	defined	in	the	previous	step.	Can’t	you	build	something	you
like?	Consider	switching	themes	to	get	different	design	constraints	and	customization	options.	The	last	thing	we	have	to	do	is	to	create	the	menu.	Go	to	Appearance	->	Menus.	Give	a	clear	name	to	your	menu,	such	as	Main	Menu.	You	can	reorder	the	pages	that	are	already	filled	in	the	list,	or	you	can	add	new	pages	by	selecting	them	at	the	left	and
then	clicking	‘Add	to	Menu’.	Finally,	save	your	menu	using	the	blue	button.	Now,	click	on	the	Manage	Locations	tab	at	the	top.	Assign	your	Main	Menu	to	one	of	the	locations	provided	by	the	theme	(it	is	probably	called	‘Primary	navigation’,	‘Header	menu’,	or	similar).	Click	on	‘Save	Changes’.	Amazing,	that’s	it!	We	have	created	a	website	with	pages,
a	nice	menu,	and	posts.	Below	is	an	example	of	what	your	website	could	look	like.	We	used	the	free	Blocksy	theme,	the	default	Gutenberg	page	builder,	and	a	couple	of	free	stock	photos,	and	we	made	a	few	changes	to	the	theme’s	customization	options.	Spend	time	building	the	other	pages	of	your	website	as	well.	In	step	3,	you	might	have	sketched
out	a	few	pages	already.	Now	it	is	time	to	make	them	come	alive.	After	you	have	finished	building	a	page,	don’t	forget	to	add	it	to	your	main	menu.	WordPress	has	an	incredible	amount	of	plugins	available.	Plugins	are	extensions	to	your	site	and	will	add	functionality	that	is	not	by	default	part	of	the	WordPress	core.	Do	you	want	to	install	some
plugins?	Go	to	Plugins	in	the	sidebar.	Now,	click	on	‘Add	New’.	This	brings	you	to	a	library	of	free	WordPress	plugins.	There	are	over	55,000	available.	Here	are	a	few	of	our	recommendations.	This	plugin	makes	your	website	load	much	faster	by	using	a	‘caching	system’.	Usually,	every	time	a	visitor	navigates	to	a	page	on	your	website,	your	server	will
check	for	updates	and	build	up	your	page	dynamically	from	scratch.	With	caching,	this	dynamic	version	will	be	generated	only	once.	A	static	(and	much	lighter)	version	is	shown	to	every	visitor	afterward,	without	the	server	needing	to	check	for	updates.	After	you	make	changes	to	your	site,	it	automatically	regenerates	the	static	page	once.	Long	story
short:	it	improves	your	website	speed	with	a	few	‘behind-the-scenes’	tricks.	In	the	plugin	directory,	search	for	‘WP	Fastest	Cache’.	Install	and	activate	the	plugin.	In	your	sidebar,	a	new	menu	item	is	visible.	Click	on	‘WP	Fastest	Cache’.	On	the	Settings	tab,	enable	every	checkbox.	After	clicking	the	Preload	checkbox,	a	popup	will	appear.	You	can	select
all	checkboxes	again	and	set	the	pages	per	minute	to	4.	Click	Ok,	continue,	and	click	‘Submit’.	That’s	it!	Search	Engine	Optimization	(SEO)	is	important	for	every	website.	With	a	few	easy	steps,	you	can	increase	your	performance	in	the	famous	Google	rankings.	Yoast	is	a	free	plugin	that	helps	you	to	set	up	your	site	for	better	results.	In	the	plugin
directory,	search	for	‘Yoast	SEO’.	Install	and	activate	the	plugin.	In	your	sidebar,	a	new	menu	item	is	visible.	Click	on	‘Yoast	SEO’.	This	is	the	panel	from	which	you	can	set	up	Yoast.	There	is	a	notification	at	the	top	for	a	‘First-time	SEO	configuration’.	Click	the	link	and	walk	through	the	steps.	Yoast’s	plugin	will	add	new	options	to	your	website.	From
now	on,	if	you	edit	a	page	or	post,	you	will	note	that	there	is	a	new	section	visible	at	the	bottom.	Here,	you	can	write	custom	titles	and	descriptions	for	each	page.	This	is	what	search	engines	will	show	if	your	site	ends	up	in	the	search	results.	Forms	are	a	great	addition	to	any	website.	You	can	build	contact	forms	so	people	can	reach	out	to	you,	but
you	can	also	create	forms	for	people	to	leave	their	contact	details	behind	or	to	let	them	subscribe	to	newsletters.	With	WP	Forms,	we	have	a	great	and	free	contact	form	solution.	Again,	go	to	the	plugin	library	and	search	for	‘WP	Forms’.	Install	and	activate	the	plugin.	Follow	the	steps	provided	by	the	plugin	to	create	your	first	form.	There	are	simple
templates	to	start	with.	WP	Forms	integrates	automatically	with	Gutenberg	and	other	page	builders.	Edit	one	of	your	pages	and	search	for	the	WP	Forms	block.	Add	it	to	your	page.	Then,	select	your	form	and	save	the	page.	A	contact	page	using	a	60/40	column	with	a	WP	Forms	block	and	an	image	block.	You’ve	now	created	your	own	WordPress
website!	It	is	ready	to	be	shared	with	the	world.	It	might	be	far	from	finished,	but	you	can	update	your	website	at	any	time.	Moreover,	putting	your	website	online	for	visitors	can	already	get	you	some	initial	feedback.	First,	we	have	to	make	sure	that	your	website	can	actually	be	accessed	by	search	engines.	In	your	admin	panel,	go	to	Settings	->
Reading,	and	make	sure	that	the	checkbox	before	‘Discourage	search	engines	from	indexing	this	site‘	is	NOT	checked.	Click	‘Save	Changes’.	Now,	search	engines	are	allowed	to	show	your	website	in	their	results.	This	is	the	time	to	share	your	URL	with	others.	Send	it	to	friends	and	family,	harness	the	power	of	social	media	(LinkedIn,	Twitter,
Facebook,	Instagram),	or	submit	your	URL	to	online	directories.	Let	the	world	know	about	your	website	and	let	the	feedback	come	to	you.	If	you	are	looking	for	specific	design	feedback,	you	can	also	engage	in	online	communities	and	ask	for	feedback.	For	example,	reddit.com	has	a	nice	subforum	to	request	design	critiques.	A	website	is	never
finished.	You	should	regularly	update	content,	write	news-	or	blog	articles,	or	revise	photos.	The	goal	is	not	to	update	your	site	as	often	as	possible;	the	goal	is	to	make	it	a	useful	resource	for	your	target	audience	so	there	is	value	for	them	to	come	back.	Don’t	try	to	make	your	website	as	big	or	extensive	as	possible.	Talk	with	your	(potential)	audience
instead	and	find	out	what	they	like	and	don’t	like	about	your	website	or	about	competitive	websites.	Adjust	your	site	based	on	their	insights.	Over	time,	more	and	more	visitors	will	find	your	website.	Make	sure	to	keep	your	website	updated	to	the	latest	software	versions	so	it	stays	secure,	and	check	from	time	to	time	if	everything	still	works	as
expected.	It	is	amazing	that	you’ve	come	this	far.	That	is	a	great	and	exceptional	achievement,	really.	This	is	not	the	end	of	your	journey	(ideally,	it	is	just	the	beginning).	You	can	always	come	back	to	this	site	to	find	other	tips	and	tricks	to	improve	any	part	of	your	WordPress	website.	You’ve	created	your	own	WordPress	website!	We	started	from	the
very	beginning	and	ended	with	a	fully-functioning	website.	First,	you	decided	on	a	domain	name	and	hosting	provider.	Then	you	installed	WordPress,	crafted	a	plan	for	your	website,	and	chose	a	theme.	After	these	steps	of	preparation,	you	optimized	your	theme	and	built	pages	and	posts.	Finally,	your	website	was	improved	with	a	few	essential	and
useful	plugins.	Now	it	is	ready	to	be	shared	with	the	world.	Don’t	forget	to	ask	around	for	feedback	on	your	site.	Keep	your	eyes	and	ears	open	and	use	insights	to	improve	your	website	and	build	new	content.	Congratulations	on	your	brand-new,	professional	WordPress	website!		Today,	there	are	dozens	of	website	building	tools	available	online.	You
have	online	website	builders,	open-source	software,	and	some	advanced	offline	web	design	tools	that	you	can	choose	to	create	your	new	website.	However,	no	matter	how	popular	some	of	these	solutions	are,	none	of	them	are	powering	more	websites	in	the	world	than	WordPress	with	more	than	a	40%	market	share.	Let’s	explore	how	to	build	a
website	with	WordPress	–	the	most	popular	website	builder	and	content	management	system	in	the	world.	Difference	between	WordPress.org	and	WordPress.com	Option	1:	Building	your	website	using	WordPress.org	(self-hosted	solution)	Option	2:	Making	your	website	on	WordPress.com	(hosted	solution)	Before	I	begin	this	step-by-step	guide,	I	want
to	explain	that	there	are	two	different	versions	of	the	same	platform.	Although	the	name	is	the	same,	WordPress.org	and	WordPress.com	are	actually	quite	different.	WordPress.org	is	an	open-source	platform	available	for	anyone	to	use	for	free.	This	means	that	you	can	download	the	package	and	install	WordPress	locally	or	on	any	web	hosting	service
that	you	like.	It	allows	you	to	create	any	type	of	site	you	wish,	practically	without	any	restrictions.	Installing	plugins	and	themes	is	easy,	and	there	are	tens	of	thousands	of	free	ones	that	will	let	you	explore	the	world	of	website	builders.	However,	all	of	this	means	that	you	have	to	know	what	you’re	doing	and	that	you	have	to	get	your	website	online
using	your	own	domain	name	and	web	hosting	account.	On	the	other	hand,	WordPress.com	is	an	all-in-one	platform	hosted	by	the	company	behind	it,	Automattic.	It’s	similar	to	many	popular	website	builders	like	Wix,	Squarespace,	or	Weebly,	and	allows	you	to	focus	on	the	process	of	building	a	website.	Although	there	is	a	free	WordPress.com	version,
you	will	probably	need	other	features	and	customization	options	that	are	only	available	in	their	paid	plans	(like	installing	plugins).	Many	restrictions	disappear	only	if	you	are	opt-in	for	their	more	expensive	plans.	The	downside	of	using	WordPress.com	is	that	you	are	getting	stuck	with	that	one	platform	and	have	to	follow	their	terms	of	services.	But,
with	WordPress.org	you	have	full	control	of	your	website	and	are	able	to	customize	it	the	way	you	want	to.	Since	we	have	already	discussed	the	differences,	you	can	see	more	details	about	the	platforms	here.	If	this	is	your	first	time	reading	about	WordPress,	it	may	be	hard	to	grasp	all	of	the	differences	and	decide	which	one	to	choose	for	your	first
website.	I	created	a	simple	table	that	will	show	you	some	of	the	most	important	features	you	get	or	don’t	get	with	the	platform	along	with	the	prices	to	help	you	out.	WordPress.org	(Bluehost)WordPress.com	(Free)WordPress.com	(Pro)Price$2.75	per	monthFree$15	per	monthDomainCustom	domain	nameWordPress.com	SubdomainCustom	domain
nameStorage50GB1GB50GBDesign	CustomizationComplete	customizationBasicAdvancedMonetizationFull	freedomLimitedFull	freedomSupport24/7	supportCommunity	supportEmail	&	Live	Chat	Support	Creating	a	website	with	WordPress.org	is	a	good	choice.	The	learning	curve	is	definitely	steeper	than	any	other	website	builder	(even
WordPress.com),	but	it’s	much	more	rewarding.	If	you	invest	enough	time	into	learning	and	exploring	the	self-hosted	WordPress,	you	will	realize	that	the	possibilities	are	endless.	And	if	you	decide	to	spend	a	few	bucks	on	premium	themes	and	plugins,	you	will	be	able	to	create	practically	any	kind	of	website	that	you	can	imagine.	30+	Beautiful
WordPress	Website	and	Blog	Examples	Starting	a	website	with	WordPress	means	that	you	have	to	find	a	hosting	service.	This	service	will	rent	a	disk	space	to	you	where	you	will	store	your	website,	as	well	as	any	services	needed	for	everything	to	run	smoothly.	One	of	the	best	hosting	services	for	WordPress	is	Bluehost.	And	this	isn’t	just	my	opinion.
It’s	also	one	of	the	few	services	officially	recommended	by	WordPress.	Thus,	I’ll	be	using	this	company	as	an	example	in	this	tutorial.	Open	your	favorite	web	browser,	and	navigate	to	Bluehost.com.	Click	on	the	“Get	Started	Now”	button.	There	are	several	plans	that	you	can	start	with.	If	you	are	not	sure	which	plan	is	best	for	you,	simply	choose	the
Basic	one	that’s	available	at	$2.75/month.	Everything	you	get	with	the	Basic	plan	will	be	more	than	sufficient	for	starting	a	website.	If	you	realize	that	you	need	more	storage,	bandwidth,	or	anything	else,	you	can	easily	upgrade	your	plan	at	any	point	in	the	future.	A	domain	name	is	an	address	to	your	website.	It	should	be	connected	to	your	hosting,	so
that	people	can	see	what	you’ve	built	when	opening	it	in	their	web	browser.	This	is	the	moment	when	you	should	choose	and	register	a	new	domain	name	for	your	website.	Simply	type	in	your	desired	name	and	select	the	extension	from	the	list	available	on	the	right	side.		Be	patient,	and	find	a	domain	that	you	really	like.	Although	it	is	technically
possible	to	switch	domain	names	in	the	future,	this	is	not	something	I	would	recommend.	I	know	it’s	hard	to	commit	to	a	single	domain	name	now,	but	take	your	time,	as	this	is	probably	a	domain	name	you	will	recognize	your	site	by	permanently.	Once	you’re	happy	with	your	domain	name,	click	on	the	“Next”	button.	At	this	moment,	Bluehost	will
check	it	for	availability.	Be	prepared	for	a	few	disappointments,	because	there	is	a	high	chance	that	your	preferred	domain	name	is	already	taken.	After	finding	an	available	domain	name,	you	can	proceed	to	the	next	step.	If	you	are	out	of	ideas,	don’t	worry.	You	can	always	skip	this	step	and	register	your	domain	name	later.	Before	proceeding,	you’ll
just	have	to	fill	out	a	few	fields	pertaining	to	your	personal	and	billing	information.	Although	the	one-year	plan	sounds	appealing	already,	Bluehost	also	gives	you	a	few	more	options	to	choose	from.	If	you	are	100%	sure	about	your	site	for	the	long	haul,	you	can	pay	for	more	than	one	year	and	forget	about	paying	website	hosting	fees	for	the	immediate
future.	Feel	free	to	skip	all	of	the	other	options	at	this	point	if	you’re	not	sure	if	you	need	them.	It	is	always	possible	to	activate	or	deactivate	them	through	your	account	at	a	later	point.	It’s	time	to	create	your	Bluehost	account.	Just	like	with	any	other	service,	Bluehost	requires	you	to	create	a	new	password	that	you	will	use	to	log	in.	Make	sure	that
you’re	choosing	a	strong	password	that	no	one	can	guess	easily.	That’s	it!	Your	account	is	ready,	and	you	can	log	in	to	start	working	on	your	brand	new	website.	For	a	quicker	start,	you	should	choose	a	theme.	A	theme	defines	the	look	of	your	site,	so	you	should	find	something	that	you	really	like.	If	you	don’t	love	any	of	the	first	ones	offered	to	you,
there	are	thousands	of	different	ones	available	on	the	official	WordPress	repository.	Themes	can	also	be	switched	anytime.	After	you	have	selected	a	theme,	Bluehost	will	show	you	a	welcome	message.	You	can	proceed	by	following	their	simple	guide.	Congratulations!	You	have	a	new	website	powered	by	WordPress.	Now	it’s	time	to	start	exploring	and
modifying	the	theme,	finding	plugins	that	will	extend	your	website’s	functionalities,	and	making	it	personal.	A	self-hosted	WordPress	website	comes	with	a	default	editor	known	as	Gutenberg.	This	editor	allows	you	to	modify	each	and	every	page	of	your	website.	It	is	possible	to	add	or	remove	elements	(blocks),	change	content,	add	images,	videos,	and
much	more.	To	begin	with,	you	will	need	to	modify	your	homepage	(front	page).	This	is	the	main	page	of	your	site,	where	most	people	land,	so	you	have	to	make	it	look	beautiful	and	personal.	1.	While	you’re	logged	in,	go	to	your	homepage	by	opening	your	domain	2.	From	the	top	bar,	click	the	“Appearance”	button	and	then	choose	the	“Customize”
button.	This	will	open	the	editor,	showing	your	website	with	all	of	the	available	options.	Depending	on	your	chosen	theme,	your	site	might	look	different	than	what	I	have	here,	but	the	options	are	basically	the	same.	To	start	modifying	your	website,	click	on	any	element	to	reveal	a	set	of	options.	Here	you	can	change	things	like	cover	templates,
backgrounds,	theme	options,	menus,	widgets,	and	so	on.	This	is	also	where	you	can	select	a	different	page	to	act	as	your	homepage.	Then,	you	can	use	Gutenberg	to	edit	the	page	in	detail.	For	most	of	the	elements,	you	will	be	able	to	set	different	background	colors,	images,	or	videos.	You	can	also	select	how	big	a	feature	is	by	changing	its	margins
and	paddings,	adding	borders,	modifying	shadows,	animations,	and	more.	Each	element	has	its	own	set	of	options.	For	example,	if	you	click	on	the	text	element,	you	could	change	its	font,	formatting,	colors,	alignment,	and	much	more.	Don’t	be	afraid	to	click	around	and	explore	what	you	have	available	to	you.	Gutenberg	comes	with	an	undo	option,	so
you	can	always	revert	changes	by	clicking	on	the	little	arrow	pointing	to	the	left	in	the	top	bar.	By	clicking	the	Plus	icon	on	the	same	top	bar,	you	will	reveal	an	entirely	new	menu	on	the	left-hand	side	of	the	screen.	Here	you	can	choose	to	add	a	new	element	like	paragraphs,	heading,	tables,	lists,	images,	buttons,	and	so	on.	This	is	where	you	can	show
your	creativity,	so	take	your	time	and	prepare	to	spend	time	on	this	before	actually	learning	to	move	around	Gutenberg.	How	to	Use	The	Customize	Page	to	Edit	WordPress	One	of	the	most	important	things	to	note	about	WordPress	is	that	you	can	easily	extend	your	site	by	installing	plugins.	These	little	pieces	of	code	can	be	downloaded	from	the
official	repository	for	free,	and	there	are	more	than	50,000	plugins	available.	No,	that’s	not	a	typo.	If	that’s	not	enough,	you	can	always	purchase	one	of	the	thousands	of	premium	plugins	that	can	do	wonders	to	your	site.	Whether	you	want	to	install	additional	Gutenberg	elements,	improve	your	site’s	security,	make	it	look	better,	change	the	way	users
are	handled,	your	options	are	endless.	There’s	practically	a	plugin	for	anything	you	can	imagine.	To	start	exploring,	navigate	to	Plugins	from	your	dashboard.	Click	the	“Add	New”	button.	Browse	through	the	list	of	plugins	(featured,	popular,	recommended)	or	type	in	a	keyword	and	search	for	a	plugin.	Click	on	the	“Install	Now”	button	to	install	a
specific	plugin.	Click	on	the	“Activate”	button	to	complete	the	installation.	Plugins	differ,	and	depending	on	the	plugin	you	have	installed,	you	can	expect	its	settings	to	be	in	different	places.	Some	plugins	will	be	available	directly	from	the	main	menu	on	the	dashboard,	while	the	others	will	be	accessible	through	the	Settings	or	the	Tools	options.	There
are	even	plugins	without	any	extra	settings!	This	is	something	you	will	have	to	explore	on	your	own.	Once	you	find	the	plugin’s	settings,	you	should	spend	some	time	modifying	them.	How	to	Install	Plugins	in	WordPress	WordPress	has	become	so	popular	mainly	because	it	was	recognized	as	the	best	blogging	platform.	Although	you	can	create	any	kind
of	website	you	want	with	their	software,	blogging	has	remained	one	of	its	most	vital	features.	Let	me	show	you	how	to	publish	your	first	post.	From	the	dashboard,	go	to	Posts	->	Add	New.	Write	the	title	of	your	post	by	clicking	on	the	“Add	title.”	Click	below	the	title	to	start	adding	content.	By	default,	you	can	start	writing	your	first	paragraph.
However,	when	you	decide	to	add	more	content,	you	can	always	click	on	the	little	blue	“plus”	icon	on	top	of	the	page	that	will	open	the	menu	and	let	you	select	a	new	block.	Here	you	can	find	anything	you	want,	just	like	when	you	edit	your	site.	If	you	install	additional	plugins	that	have	Gutenberg	blocks	available,	you	will	be	able	to	find	them	via	the
menu	and	insert	more	options	into	your	blog	posts.	Take	your	time	and	explore	all	of	the	blocks	and	options	available	on	the	page.	Once	you	finish	composing	your	first	post,	you	can	preview	it	by	clicking	on	the	“Preview”	button	from	the	top-right	corner	of	the	page.	This	is	what	your	post	will	look	like	to	the	public.	Once	you’re	happy	with	it	and
ready	to	make	it	public,	click	on	the	“Publish”	button.	How	to	Add	Your	First	Post	in	WordPress	Editor	Creating	a	website	with	WordPress.org	gives	you	complete	freedom.	While	I	have	tried	to	sum	it	up	in	these	easy	steps,	please	note	that	I	am	just	scratching	the	surface.	Creating	a	fully	functioning	and	beautiful	website	will	take	more	time	and
learning.	If	you	do	not	have	a	lot	of	time	or	are	simply	not	interested	in	creating	the	entire	thing,	you	can	always	go	for	a	WordPress.com	website.	With	it,	you	can	create	your	account	for	free	and	completely	avoid	issues	like	hosting	and	domains.	Also,	you	can	have	the	entire	website	ready	for	you	in	less	than	five	minutes.	Click	on	the	“Start	your
website”	button.	Type	in	your	email	address,		and	choose	a	username	and	password.	Choose	a	domain	name	(you	can	choose	a	free	one).	Click	on	the	“Start	with	a	free	site”	button.	WordPress.com	will	now	consider	all	of	your	options	and	start	preparing	your	site.	In	just	a	few	seconds,	you	should	have	your	free	account	ready	and	your	website
prepared	for	personalization.	If	this	is	your	first	time	with	the	platform,	you	might	feel	overwhelmed	by	all	of	the	options	on	the	dashboard.	But	take	it	slow.	Click	on	the	“Get	started”	button,	and	WordPress	will	guide	you	through	the	setup.	WordPress	will	open	the	Settings	where	you	can	choose	your	site	title	and	its	tagline	by	clicking	the	button.
Both	are	important,	as	your	visitors	and	search	engines	will	be	able	to	see	the	information.	You	can	also	add	your	site	icon	and	set	a	few	other	options.	This	is	the	most	creative	step.	WordPress	will	open	your	website	in	an	editor	after	clicking	the	button,	and	then	you	get	to	modify	its	appearance	and	overall	design.	To	change	an	element,	simply	click
on	it,	and	WordPress	will	reveal	several	options.	Where	it’s	possible	to	add	new	features,	you	will	find	a	simple	“plus”	icon.	You	can	choose	from	an	array	of	elements	like	text,	list,	images,	buttons,	and	so	on.	As	soon	as	you	click	on	an	element,	it	will	appear	on	your	homepage,	where	you	can	continue	working	with	its	settings.	Keep	scrolling	down
your	site,	and	change	each	and	every	element	until	you	have	a	homepage	you	love.	Depending	on	what	you	want	to	create,	it	may	take	only	twenty	minutes	or	as	long	as	twenty	days	to	complete	everything.	At	any	moment,	you	can	preview	your	site	by	clicking	the	“preview”	button	at	the	top	of	the	page	and	update	it	by	clicking	the	“update”	button.
Although	this	step	doesn’t	have	anything	to	do	with	your	website’s	name,	you	should	confirm	your	email	address	as	soon	as	possible.	You	will	not	be	able	to	publish	your	site	until	this	step	is	completed.	Navigation	is	an	essential	part	of	every	site.	Click	on	the	button	to	launch	the	editor	and	open	“menus”	from	the	screen’s	left-hand	side.	Choose	to
edit	your	primary	menu.	By	default,	you	will	have	a	few	menu	items	that	can	be	quickly	modified.	There	is	“Home,”	which	is	your	front	page,	as	well	as	several	pages	that	are	already	linked.	Feel	free	to	click	on	each	item	to	open	more	options.	Since	you’re	just	starting	out,	you	should	focus	on	adding	or	removing	items	and	changing	their	labels.	Just
forget	about	the	other	options	for	now	if	you’re	not	sure	what	they’re	supposed	to	do.	It	is	possible	to	quickly	reorder	elements	by	clicking	the	“Reorder”	button	while	clicking	the	“Add	Items”	button	allows	you	to	add	more	pages	or	links	to	the	menu.	One	of	the	last	things	left	to	complete	from	the	setup	list	is	to	launch	your	site.	If	you	have	confirmed
your	email	address	in	the	previously	mentioned	step,	simply	click	the	“Launch	site”	button	to	make	it	available	to	the	public.	If	you	want	to	manage	your	new	website	via	your	phone,	download	the	official	WordPress.com	app.	It	will	allow	you	to	control	the	basics	and	follow	your	stats	on	the	go.	This	step	isn’t	mandatory,	so	feel	free	to	skip	it	for	now,
as	you	can	always	get	the	app	whenever	you	feel	ready	for	it.	Enjoy	your	site!	WordPress	is	definitely	the	most	popular	content	management	system	in	the	world.	However,	as	we	have	explained,	there	are	two	versions	to	choose	from,	and	they	are	quite	different.	While	WordPress.org	gives	you	the	power	to	build	practically	anything	you	want,	it	takes
more	time	to	set	it	up	and	get	your	website	launched.	On	the	other	hand,	WordPress.com	is	easier	to	start	and	work	with	but	comes	with	some	limitations.	No	matter	which	one	you	choose,	take	your	time	to	learn	your	selected	platform	and	enjoy	your	new	website.	Building	a	website	with	WordPress	might	seem	overwhelming	at	first,	but	it’s	easier
than	you	think.	You	don’t	need	to	be	a	developer	or	have	any	design	experience	to	create	a	site	that	looks	great	and	works	well.	In	this	guide,	I’ll	walk	you	through	the	entire	process,	step	by	step.	You’ll	learn	how	to	set	up	your	site	with	WordPress,	customize	it	to	fit	your	needs,	and	even	add	new	functionality	to	it	–	all	without	writing	a	single	line	of
code.	Plus,	I’ll	share	budget-friendly	tips	to	help	you	keep	costs	low	while	still	getting	professional	results.	Let’s	get	started!	Key	Takeaways	Sign	up	for	web	hosting	(we	recommend	Bluehost).	Register	a	domain	name	with	your	host.	Install	WordPress	using	one-click	installer.	Pick	a	WordPress	theme	that	suits	your	style.	Customize	the	theme	with
your	branding.	Install	key	plugins	to	enhance	functionality.	Create	main	pages	such	as	Home,	About,	Contact.	Set	up	a	user-friendly	navigation	menu.	Launch	your	website	and	promote	it!	The	process	I’m	laying	out	has	just	eight	steps	–	that’s	all	it	takes	to	build	a	professional-looking	WordPress	website.	We’ll	start	by	choosing	the	right	platform,
picking	a	domain	name,	and	finding	a	reliable	hosting	service.	Then,	we’ll	set	up	WordPress,	customize	your	site	with	themes	and	plugins,	and	get	it	looking	just	the	way	you	want.	Finally,	we’ll	cover	how	to	create	engaging	content	so	your	site	is	ready	to	launch.	By	the	end,	you’ll	have	everything	you	need	to	go	live	with	confidence.		There	are	many
platforms	you	can	use	to	build	a	website,	and	most	of	them	fall	under	the	category	of	Content	Management	Systems	(CMS).	A	CMS	is	designed	to	make	website	creation	simple,	even	if	you	have	no	coding	experience.	It	gives	you	an	easy-to-use	interface	–	similar	to	what	you’d	find	on	Facebook	or	Google	Docs	–	where	you	can	create	and	edit	content
just	like	writing	a	document.	Once	you’re	ready,	you	publish	it	to	the	web	with	a	few	clicks.	There	are	over	100	different	CMS	options	out	there	1,	but	choosing	the	best	one	is	easy.	One	platform	stands	above	the	rest:	WordPress.	it’s	free	it’s	open	source	it’s	the	ultimate	DIY	solution	for	non-pros	it’s	extra	versatile	–	can	run	any	type	of	website	it’s
fast,	optimized,	and	secure	it’s	SEO-ready	it	makes	promotion	on	social	media	easier	WordPress	powers	43.4%	of	all	websites	(latest	data).	That	means	about	one	in	three	sites	you	visit	is	built	on	WordPress,	making	it	the	clear	leader	in	the	industry.		If	you	want	to	learn	more	about	the	WordPress	project	itself,	you	can	go	to	its	official	home	at
WordPress.org.	Choosing	a	name	for	your	website	is	one	of	the	most	exciting	parts	of	the	process.	You	have	complete	freedom	to	pick	anything	you	want	–	but	there	are	a	few	things	to	keep	in	mind	to	set	yourself	up	for	success.	With	nearly	2	billion	websites	already	online	2,	finding	something	original	can	be	a	challenge.	A	good	approach	is	to	base
your	website’s	name	(and	domain)	on	your	organization’s	name	or	a	phrase	related	to	your	niche,	with	a	unique	twist	for	better	branding.	A	strong	domain	name	should	be:	Brandable	–	unique	and	different	from	anything	else	out	there	Easy	to	remember	–	so	people	can	find	you	again	effortlessly	Short	–	the	fewer	characters,	the	better	Simple	to	spell
–	you	don’t	want	visitors	mistyping	it	Relevant	to	your	niche	–	for	example,	if	your	site	is	about	pizza,	having	“pizza”	in	the	name	makes	sense	(this	applies	to	non-pizza	industries	too!	)	Here’s	a	quick	tool	to	check	if	your	desired	domain	name	is	available:	If	you	have	no	idea	which	domain	you	want	to	get,	then	go	straight	to	our	no.1	generator	–
DomainWheel	and	see	how	it	can	help	you.	Start	by	inputting	a	seed	keyword	that	defines	your	website	well:	DomainWheel	will	come	back	with	some	suggestions.	You	can	narrow	it	down	from	there	to	find	your	perfect	domain	name.	The	next	step,	once	you	know	which	domain	name	you	want,	is	to	register	it	and	also	buy	a	hosting	package	in	one	go.
Let’s	take	care	of	that	next:	a)	Buying	your	domain	name	and	hosting		Note.	While	things	like	buying	a	hosting	package	might	sound	intimidating	at	first,	there’s	really	nothing	to	worry	about.	The	process	I’m	presenting	here	is	simplified	and	doesn’t	require	you	to	do	any	technical	heavy-lifting.		Beginner's	note:	What	is	hosting	anyway?	To	put	it
simply,	web	hosting	(aka.	web	server)	is	something	that	no	website	can	live	without.	It’s	the	place	where	your	website	sits	and	waits	to	be	accessed	by	visitors.	Contrary	to	popular	belief,	websites	are	not	“just	on	the	internet”	or	“on	Google.”	Instead,	they’re	housed	on	web	servers	–	web	hosting	setups	–	and	then	get	served	to	all	visitors	from	there.
To	keep	your	website	online,	you	need	to	rent	out	server	space	from	a	web	hosting	company.	This	is	all	much	simpler	in	practice	than	it	sounds,	which	you’ll	see	in	just	a	minute.	There	are	tens	if	not	hundreds	of	different	companies	that	can	register	a	new	domain	name	for	you.	Then,	there	are	also	tons	of	companies	that	can	sell	you	a	hosting
package…	But	let’s	not	complicate	things	for	ourselves	and	instead	get	everything	from	a	single	company	–	and	in	one	go.	We’re	going	to	use	Bluehost.	Here’s	why:	Bluehost	is	a	reputable	web	host	that’s	optimized	for	WordPress	and	will	make	sure	that	your	website	operates	with	no	hiccups.	It’s	one	of	the	few	companies	recommended	on	the	official
WordPress.org	website.	It’s	cheap	to	get	started	with	(from	$1.99/month).	You	get	a	domain	name	for	free	for	the	first	year.	It’s	easy	to	use	and	beginner-friendly.	Here’s	what’s	going	to	happen	now:	We’re	going	to	go	to	Bluehost	and	pick	a	hosting	plan	for	our	website.	We’re	going	to	register	a	custom	domain	name	with	Bluehost	as	well	(that	is	a
free	domain	name).	We’re	going	to	tell	Bluehost	to	install	and	configure	a	clean	version	of	WordPress	on	our	new	hosting	setup.	We’ll	walk	out	with	a	100%	operational	WordPress	website!	Let’s	get	started	–	this	is	how	to	make	a	website:	First,	click	here	to	go	to	Bluehost.	Once	on	the	page,	click	on	“Get	Started	Now.”	Bluehost	will	show	you	the
plans	it	has	available.	In	most	cases	if	you’re	launching	a	new	site,	the	cheapest	plan	–	called	Basic	–	is	going	to	be	enough:	In	the	next	step,	enter	the	domain	name	that	you’ve	decided	to	get	for	your	site:	Check	and	confirm	the	parameters	of	the	hosting	setup	that	you’ve	chosen:	This	is	example	pricing.	You’ll	get	the	lowest	price	if	you	purchase	your
hosting	package	for	at	least	12	months.	Next,	provide	your	personal	data:	At	this	stage,	you	can	click	on	“SUBMIT	PAYMENT”	and	finalize	your	purchase.	Installing	WordPress	is	one	of	the	easiest	things	to	do	–	provided	that	you’ve	signed	up	with	the	right	web	host!	The	top	hosting	companies,	will	actually	handle	the	installation	process	for	you,	or
will	give	you	a	handy	one-click-install	option,	which	takes	literally	a	minute	to	go	through.	Now	for	the	fun	part!	The	best	thing	about	“installing	WordPress”	is	that	you	don’t	actually	have	to	do	it	yourself.	Why	bother	when	someone	else	can	handle	it	for	you	and	for	free,	right?	Here’s	how	it	works:	After	signing	up	with	Bluehost,	you’ll	get	an	email
with	details	on	how	to	log	into	your	account.	Once	you’re	in,	Bluehost	provides	a	simple	setup	wizard	that	walks	you	through	installing	WordPress	on	your	setup.	It’s	quick,	hassle-free,	and	gets	you	straight	to	the	important	part	–	building	your	website.	To	get	started,	go	into	Websites	and	then	click	on	ADD	SITE:	Bluehost	will	ask	if	you’re	creating	a
new	site	or	transferring	over	an	existing	one:	All	that	Bluehost	needs	at	this	stage	to	install	WordPress	for	you	is	the	name	of	your	new	site	and	the	username/password	that	you	want	to	use	when	managing	it	later	on.	Once	you’ve	completed	the	wizard,	your	site	is	installed	and	ready	to	go!	Log	in	to	the	main	dashboard	You	can	now	log	in	to	your
WordPress	user	panel	if	you	go	to	YOURDOMAIN.com/wp-admin/	This	is	what	you’ll	see:	Use	the	access	credentials	that	you’ve	set	up	on	Bluehost	in	the	previous	step.	After	logging	in	successfully,	you’ll	see	the	main	WordPress	interface	in	all	its	glory:	(1)	Welcome	message	–	Some	of	the	most	important	areas	of	the	admin	panel	listed	as	quick
shortcuts	links	–	these	are	usually	your	shortcuts	to	how	to	make	a	website.	(2)	The	current	status	of	your	site	and	what’s	going	on	with	it.	(3)	Posts	–	go	here	to	create	blog	posts.	(4)	Media	–	upload/manage	images	and	other	media	files	here.	(5)	Pages	–	go	here	to	create	sub-pages.	(6)	Comments	–	this	is	where	you	can	moderate	comments.	(7)
Appearance	–	change	your	site’s	design	here	and/or	customize	how	certain	things	are	displayed	on	the	current	design.	(8)	Plugins	–	install	new	plugins	here.	(9)	Users	–	manage	user	accounts	that	can	access	the	admin	panel	of	the	website.	(10)	Settings	–	the	main	settings.	At	this	stage,	it’s	good	to	take	care	of	some	basic	getting-started	WordPress
settings	that	will	improve	your	experience	further	down	the	road.	Here	they	are:	Go	to	Settings	→	General	and	set	the	Site	Title	and	Tagline	fields	to	what	you	want.	Your	site	title	and	tagline	might	appear	in	various	places	throughout	the	site.	Some	WordPress	themes	display	those	on	the	homepage	and	in	the	SEO	description	–	which	Google	uses
when	listing	your	website	on	the	results	pages.	The	tagline	is	optional	–	you	can	leave	it	blank	if	you	don’t	have	one	for	the	site.	However,	it’s	always	part	of	the	web	design	process,	so	it’s	nice	to	come	with	u	suitable	one.	I	guess	you	want	Google	to	be	able	to	find	and	index	your	website.	To	make	sure	that’s	the	case,	go	to	Settings	→	Reading,	and
make	sure	that	the	box	labeled	“Discourage	search	engines	…”	is	unchecked.	Setting	your	time	zone	correctly	will	make	publishing	new	pages	and	posts	more	predictable.	Generally,	you	want	to	set	the	time	zone	to	either	where	you’re	at	or	where	your	target	audience	is	at.	Whichever	makes	more	sense.	You	can	set	the	time	zone	in	Settings	→
General.	☝	☝	☝		Those	were	your	ABCs	–	the		must-do		in	order	to	set	up	your	site	correctly	from	a	visibility	perspective	on	the	web.	฀฀฀	The	additional	steps	below	are	more		optional	,	but	it’s	still	a	great	idea	to	take	care	of	them	as	well:	Permalinks	define	how	the	individual	web	page	addresses	–	aka	URLs	–	are	structured	within	your	site.	The	most
optimized	structure	is	to	have	the	page’s	title	in	the	URL.	For	example,	your	“About”	page	(more	on	that	page	later	on)	should	be	available	under	something	as	simple	as	YOURSITE.com/about.	Setting	the	permalinks	correctly	will	allow	you	to	achieve	that.	To	set	your	permalinks,	go	to	Settings	→	Permalinks	from	the	main	sidebar	in	your	WP
dashboard.	Once	there,	select	this	setting:	Whether	or	not	you	want	to	accept	comments	on	your	website	is	up	to	you.	On	the	one	hand,	letting	readers	leave	their	opinions	and	questions	under	your	articles/pages	can	be	great	for	building	a	community	around	the	website.	But,	on	the	other	hand,	you’ll	also	have	your	hands	busy	dealing	with	spam	and
making	sure	that	there’s	no	trolling.	It’s	sometimes	better	to	leave	the	contact	page	as	the	primary	channel	of	communication.	Whether	you’ll	end	up	allowing	or	disabling	comments,	it	can	be	done	in	Settings	→	Discussion.	I	don’t	know	why	this	setting	is	even	still	in	WordPress.	It’s	mostly	a	leftover	from	back	in	the	day	when	pingbacks	and
trackbacks	were	a	thing.	Though,	if	you	want	to	learn	how	to	make	a	website	in	this	day	and	age,	you	can	simply	deactivate	them	by	deselecting	the	following	setting	in	Settings	→	Discussion.	With	the	basic	settings	out	of	the	way,	we	can	get	to	the	fun	stuff:	The	great	thing	about	WordPress	is	that	it	works	with	interchangeable	designs	–	called
themes.	Meaning,	you	can	change	the	way	your	WordPress	website	looks	with	just	one	click.	For	example,	this	is	what	a	WordPress	website	looks	by	default,	right	after	the	installation:	I	think	we	can	all	agree	this	doesn’t	look	like	much.	But	then	with	just	a	couple	of	clicks	(and	with	a	free	theme	called	Neve),	we	can	get	it	to	look	like	this:	Here’s	how:
As	I	mentioned,	WordPress	themes	are	ready-made	design	packages	that	control	how	your	website	looks.	You	can	install	one	in	seconds,	switch	to	a	different	one	later,	and	customize	it	as	needed.	The	right	theme	depends	on	your	website’s	purpose	–	whether	you’re	selling	products,	starting	a	blog,	moving	your	business	online,	or	setting	up	an
ecommerce	store.	The	key	thing	to	remember	is	that	themes	don’t	affect	your	content,	only	how	it’s	presented.	There	are	thousands	of	WordPress	themes	available.	The	official	WordPress.org	directory	alone	offers	13,400+	of	them.	Beyond	that,	you’ll	find	even	more	on	third-party	sites	and	premium	theme	marketplaces	like	ThemeForest,	or	even



right	here	on	Themeisle.	While	paid	themes	offer	advanced	features,	free	themes	are	often	a	great	starting	point.	Many	come	packed	with	impressive	tools	and	customization	options	at	no	cost.	So	how	do	you	pick	the	right	theme?	The	truth	is,	you	don’t	need	to	overthink	it.	The	theme	you	choose	today	isn’t	a	permanent	decision	–	you	can	always
change	it	later	with	just	a	few	clicks.	To	keep	things	simple,	we’ll	use	one	of	our	most	popular	free	themes,	Neve,	to	walk	you	through	the	process.	ℹ		Note:	Neve	is	just	an	example.	There	are	plenty	of	other	great	free	themes	for	different	types	of	websites	–	business	sites,	blogs,	travel	pages,	food	blogs,	and	more.	The	installation	steps	are	the	same	no
matter	which	one	you	choose.	If	you	want	to	install	a	free	theme,	go	to	Appearance	→	Themes	from	your	WordPress	dashboard	and	click	on	Add	New	Theme.	From	there,	input	the	name	of	the	theme	that	you	want	to	install,	and	then	click	on	Install	/	Activate	when	the	theme’s	listing	shows	up:	Neve	is	one	of	those	themes	that	offers	some	excellent
onboarding	for	new	users.	For	example,	it	comes	with	a	selection	of	starter	designs,	which	you	can	simply	pick	from	the	menu:	From	there,	you’ll	get	to	pick	from	a	range	of	optimized	homepage	and	website	designs.	Some	of	them	are	available	only	in	the	paid	version	of	the	theme,	but	there’s	also	more	than	enough	free	options:	If	you	like	any	of
them,	just	click	on	it	and	you’ll	be	shown	a	simple	panel	for	some	added	customization	and	an	option	to	import	the	design	at	the	bottom:	As	soon	as	you	click	that	Continue	button,	Neve	will	fetch	the	entire	design	and	import	it	to	your	site.	It	takes	roughly	30	seconds	of	wait	time	to	get	it	all	done.	After	that,	your	whole	website	will	have	its	new	look
ready!	While	the	out-of-the-box	design	might	be	already	quite	nice,	you	should	still	look	over	some	basic	customizations	to	make	it	fit	your	needs	hand-in-glove.	To	begin,	go	to	Appearance	→	Customize.	You’ll	see	the	main	WordPress	Customizer	interface:	From	there,	you	can	fine-tune	a	load	of	things.	We’ll	start	with	the	header,	since	it’s	where	most
people	will	want	to	tune	up	their	site	logo	and	name.	Modifying	the	header	From	the	Customizer	menu	that	you	can	see	in	the	image	above,	click	on	Header.	This	will	reveal	a	new	level	of	the	menu:	There’s	a	lot	going	on	here,	but	let’s	just	focus	on	two	things:	Changing	your	site	logo	Realigning	the	header	elements	When	you	click	that	Change	Logo
link,	you’ll	be	taken	to	a	panel	where	you	can	upload	your	new	logo	and	set	it:	From	there,	just	click	on	the	“+”	icon	and	upload	your	new	logo.	Tuning	up	the	overall	styling	As	you’ve	seen	in	the	screenshots	above,	there’s	a	lot	more	options	available	in	the	Customizer	sidebar.	The	good	news	is	that	none	of	them	are	required	to	go	through	in	order	to
launch	your	site.	However,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	browse	through	what’s	there	and	see	what	else	you	want	to	adjust.	For	example,	you’ll	probably	want	to	tweak	the	typography,	or	the	colors,	or	the	way	all	buttons	on	look	like.	This	is	all	up	to	you.	Just	remember	to	click	on	the	main	Publish	button	up	top	when	you’re	done.		Editing	your	homepage	One
thing	I’m	sure	you’ll	want	to	do	is	edit	your	homepage	and	make	it…well,	yours.	Luckily,	this	is	quite	simple	thanks	to	WordPress’	drag	and	drop	interface.	To	start,	go	to	your	homepage	and	click	on	the	Edit	Page	link	up	top:	This	will	land	you	in	the	WordPress	editor.	You	can	edit	any	element	that’s	on	the	page	in	either	of	two	ways:	(a)	Click	on	an
element	and	start	modifying	it	in	line	–	for	example,	by	entering	new	text:	(b)	Click	on	an	element	and	take	a	look	at	the	right	sidebar.	The	element’s	additional	settings	will	appear	there.	Like	so:	No	matter	which	block	on	the	page	you	select,	you’ll	always	see	some	extra	settings	to	the	side.	But	that’s	not	all!	Want	to	replace	any	of	the	images	on	the
page?	Easy,	simply	click	on	an	image	and	then	on	Replace:	Want	to	add	new	elements	to	the	page?	New	images?	New	headings?	New	quotes?	To	add	any	of	those	and	more,	click	on	the	plus	icon	in	the	top	left	corner.	You’ll	see	a	selection	of	available	blocks:	You	can	add	any	of	these	blocks	by	grabbing	it	in	the	sidebar	and	dragging	it	onto	the	page.
This	is	how,	block	by	block,	you	can	tweak	the	elements	present	on	the	page	already	and/or	add	new	ones.	And,	last	but	not	least,	you	can	also	pick	from	entire	groups	of	blocks	that	come	together	to	form	elements	like	hero	sections,	team	sections,	testimonials,	and	more.	To	see	what’s	available,	click	the	plus	icon	again	(the	same	you	used	to	add	new
blocks),	but	this	time	switch	to	Patterns:	…	After	doing	the	above,	your	website	will	start	feeling	like	it’s	truly	yours.	You	will	have	made	all	the	necessary	tune-ups	and	customizations	to	make	it	fit	with	your	brand.	Plugins	are	to	your	WordPress	site	what	apps	are	to	your	iPhone.		In	other	words,	they	extend	the	standard	functionality	of	your	site	by
adding	some	much-needed	features.	Essentially,	as	you’re	figuring	out	how	to	make	a	website	on	your	own,	plugins	are	how	you	can	get	some	great	features	without	knowing	any	coding.	Here	are	the	plugins	you	should	consider	getting	–	best	of	all,	they	are	all	free:	Yoast	SEO	–	helps	you	make	search	engine	optimization	tweaks	and	make	your	site
more	accessible	to	the	search	engines	in	general.	MonsterInsights	–	integrates	your	website	with	Google	Analytics	–	the	most	popular	traffic	analysis	solution	on	the	web.	UpdraftPlus	–	does	automatic	backups	of	your	website.	Optimole	–	optimizes	your	images	on	autopilot.	WPForms	–	lets	you	add	interactive	contact	forms	to	your	website,	which	your
visitors	can	use	to	reach	you	directly.	Otter	Blocks	–	expands	on	the	native	set	of	features	and	abilities	of	the	WordPress	editor.	Also	look	through	this	list	of	the	most	popular	WordPress	plugins	of	all	time.	You	might	find	something	interesting	there	as	well.	Installing	plugins	is	simple.	If	it’s	a	free	plugin	that	you’re	dealing	with,	then	all	you	need	is	the
plugin’s	name.	Go	to	your	WordPress	dashboard	and	then	to	Plugins	→	Add	New.	From	there,	input	the	name	of	the	plugin	that	you	want	into	the	search	field,	and	then	click	on	Install	and	Activate.		Here’s	a	step-by-step	tutorial	on	installing	WordPress	plugins.	Step	6:	Create	basic	pages	There	are	some	pages	that	all	websites	should	have,	regardless
of	their	purpose	or	goal.	But	first,	how	to	even	create	a	page	in	the	first	place:	To	do	that,	simply	go	to	your	WordPress	dashboard,	and	then	Pages	→	Add	New.	You’ll	see	this	screen,	which	should	be	looking	quite	familiar	at	this	point:	Yes,	this	is	nearly	the	exact	same	interface	you	used	when	editing	your	homepage.	What	you	can	do	here:	Set	the	title
of	your	page.	Add	content.	Add	any	other	blocks	you	wish	–	headings,	images,	videos,	links,	etc.	Change	colors	or	size	of	elements.	When	you’re	done,	click	Publish.	Now,	with	the	how-to	out	of	the	way,	here	are	the	pages	you	should	consider	creating:	About	–	I’ve	mentioned	this	a	couple	of	times	now	since	it’s	really	an	important	one.	Your	About	page
is	where	you	get	to	tell	the	story	of	what	your	website	is	and	why	people	should	pay	attention.	This	one	page	is	basically	a	must-have	for	everyone	who	wants	to	learn	how	to	make	a	website.	Contact	–	this	is	where	you	can	display	some	contact	info	along	with	a	nice	contact	form,	through	which	people	can	reach	you	directly	(you	can	get	such	a	form
via	the	aforementioned	WPForms	plugin).	Privacy	Policy	–	this	page	has	become	a	hugely	important	element	on	today’s	web.	Learn	more	about	privacy	policy	pages	in	WordPress	here.	Portfolio	–	a	place	for	you	to	showcase	your	past	work.	FAQs	–	if	the	scope	of	your	new	website	requires	some	extra	information	for	potential	users.	Once	you’re	done
with	those,	you	can	also	check	out	this	list	of	some	valuable	pages	worth	having	on	your	site.	You	can	treat	it	as	a	beginner’s	guide	to	the	must-have	website	elements.	Step	7:	Consider	starting	a	blog	Blogging	–	and	content	marketing	in	general	–	is	one	of	the	most	effective	ways	to	grow	your	website	and	promote	any	products	or	services	you	offer.
And	it’s	not	just	a	theory	–	55%	of	marketers	say	blogging	is	their	top	inbound	marketing	priority.	3	Running	a	blog	is	simple	in	principle:	you	just	publish	articles	related	to	your	website’s	topic	on	a	regular	basis.	Over	time,	this	helps	attract	visitors,	build	trust,	and	boost	your	online	presence.	From	a	technical	standpoint,	WordPress	makes	blogging
easy.	In	fact,	WordPress	originally	started	as	a	blogging	platform,	so	all	the	necessary	tools	are	built	right	in.	To	create	a	new	blog	post,	just	go	to	Posts	→	Add	New	in	your	WordPress	dashboard.	The	post	editor	looks	and	works	much	like	the	page	editor.	The	main	difference	is	that	blog	posts	can	be	categorized	and	tagged,	making	it	easier	for
visitors	to	find	related	content.	Once	you’re	done	working	on	a	blog	post,	click	on	Publish	–	just	like	with	pages.	To	make	your	posts	easily	accessible,	you	should	designate	one	of	your	pages	to	serve	as	the	main	blog	listing	for	the	posts.	To	do	it,	first,	go	to	Pages	→	Add	New	and	create	a	blank	page.	Call	it	“BLOG”	–	just	to	make	things	clear.	Next,	go
to	Settings	→	Reading,	and	select	your	newly	created	Blog	page	as	the	“Posts	page”	like	so:	At	this	stage,	you	can	navigate	to	that	new	page	and	see	all	your	recent	blog	posts	there.	With	all	your	key	pages	online	(and	perhaps	your	blog	started	as	well),	it’s	now	a	good	moment	to	adjust	your	site’s	navigation	and	make	it	overall	easier	to	consume	for
the	visitors.	To	do	this,	visit	the	Customizer	again	by	going	to	Appearance	→	Customize.	From	there,	go	into	Menus.	You	will	see	a	list	of	all	the	menus	on	your	site.	Click	on	the	page	that’s	labeled	“Primary	Menu,”	like	so:	You’ll	see	another	panel	where	you	can	add	links	to	your	menu	or	delete	current	ones.	To	do	this,	simply	click	on	Add	Items	and
then	pick	the	pages	that	you	want	in	your	menu:	As	always,	when	you’re	done,	click	on	Publish	up	top.	You	will	see	your	new	pages	in	the	menu:	Creating	a	website	with	WordPress	as	your	platform	is	the	most	budget-friendly	solution	available.	If	you	want	to	learn	more	about	what	to	do	with	your	website	once	it’s	launched	–	e.g.,	how	to	promote	and
grow	traffic	to	your	website,	or	how	to	monetize	your	website	–	read	any	of	our	other	guides	on	the	blog.	If	you	have	any	questions	about	how	to	build	a	website	from	scratch,	ask	away	in	the	comments	below!	Was	this	article	helpful?	No	Thanks	for	your	feedback!	Yay!		You	made	it	to	the	end	of	the	article!	When	we	first	started	WPBeginner	back	in
2009,	we	had	one	main	goal:	teaching	people	how	to	succeed	with	WordPress.	Even	though	we’ve	now	spent	16+	years	helping	more	than	2	million	people	build	their	WordPress	websites,	we	totally	understand	if	you’re	feeling	overwhelmed	right	now.	You	might	be	wondering	whether	to	use	WordPress.com	or	WordPress.org,	why	you	need	to	pay	for
hosting	if	WordPress	is	free,	or	if	you’ll	need	to	learn	coding.	These	are	questions	that	we	hear	from	our	readers	every	day.	In	this	guide,	we	will	show	you	how	to	make	a	WordPress	website	the	right	way.	Whether	you’re	looking	to	launch	a	simple	blog	or	a	site	for	your	online	business,	we	will	teach	you	everything	you	need	to	know.	Don’t	worry	–	you
won’t	need	any	technical	skills	or	coding	knowledge.	Simply	follow	our	simple	instructions,	and	you’ll	have	your	website	up	and	running	today.	We	will	walk	you	through	everything,	from	setting	up	WordPress	to	adding	your	first	pages	and	installing	must-have	plugins.	We	will	also	share	the	tried-and-tested	tools	and	methods	we	use	to	build
successful	WordPress	websites.	But	if	you	need	more	assistance,	our	team	will	happily	set	up	your	WordPress	website	for	FREE.	→	Click	Here	to	Get	Your	Free	WordPress	Website	Setup!	←	Editor’s	Note:	This	article	recommends	WordPress.org	since	it	gives	you	full	freedom.	If	you’d	rather	skip	this	section	and	cut	straight	to	the	chase,	you	can	go
ahead	and	start	reading	the	tutorial	Before	we	start	building	your	website,	let’s	clear	up	something	important.	There	are	two	types	of	WordPress:	WordPress.com	and	WordPress.org.	Yes,	this	confuses	many	beginners,	but	don’t	worry	–	we	will	make	it	simple.	WordPress.org	is	the	popular	open-source	software	that	powers	over	43%	of	all	websites	on
the	internet.	It’s	often	called	‘self-hosted	WordPress’	because	you’ll	need	to	get	your	own	hosting	and	domain	name	to	use	it.	The	key	benefits	of	using	WordPress.org	are	complete	control	over	your	website,	the	ability	to	install	any	plugins	and	themes	you	want,	and	full	ownership	of	your	content.	However,	you’re	responsible	for	hosting,	updates,	and
maintenance.	Meanwhile,	WordPress.com	is	a	hosting	service	that	uses	the	WordPress.org	software.	Although	it	has	a	free	plan,	it	offers	limited	functionality	and	doesn’t	let	you	customize	it	the	way	you	want.	Plus,	features	like	installing	plugins	and	themes	are	only	available	on	higher-tier	plans,	starting	at	$25/month.
WordPress.orgWordPress.comCustomizationComplete	controlLimited	by	plan	tierHostingSelf-managedIncluded	in	all	plansPlugins	&	ThemesInstall	any	you	wantAvailable	on	Business	plans	and	up	($25/mo)MonetizationComplete	freedomLimited	by	plan	tierMaintenanceSelf-managedHandled	for	youBest	ForComplete	website	controlHands-off	hosting
You	can	also	check	out	our	infographic	that	compares	WordPress.org,	WordPress.com	(Free),	and	WordPress.com	(Business).	While	WordPress.com	might	seem	easier	at	first,	we’ve	noticed	that	most	users	quickly	outgrow	its	limitations.	With	WordPress.org,	you’ll	have	full	control	from	day	one.	That’s	why	this	guide	focuses	on	creating	a	website
with	WordPress.org.	We	will	show	you	the	exact	process	we’ve	used	to	help	thousands	of	beginners	build	successful	websites.	Here	are	the	steps	we	will	cover,	and	you	can	use	the	links	below	to	skip	to	your	preferred	topic:	Let’s	get	started!	First	things	first,	let’s	talk	about	what	you	want	to	achieve	with	your	website.	One	common	mistake	we	often
see	is	people	jumping	straight	into	design	and	features	without	having	a	clear	goal	in	mind.	This	often	leads	to	wasted	time	and	a	website	that	doesn’t	serve	its	purpose.	At	WPBeginner,	our	main	goal	is	to	help	people	learn	WordPress.	This	shaped	how	we	built	our	website:	clear	navigation	to	find	tutorials	easily,	free	resources	that	are	simple	to
access,	and	an	email	newsletter	to	share	WordPress	tips.	Your	website	goal	might	be	different.	Here’s	what	different	types	of	websites	typically	focus	on:	Website	TypeMain	GoalKey	Features	NeededBusiness	SiteGenerate	LeadsContact	forms,	email	signup,	testimonialsOnline	StoreMake	SalesProduct	pages,	shopping	cart,	payment
systemAffiliatePromote	ProductsProduct	reviews,	comparison	tables,	tracking	linksMembershipRestrict	ContentMember	login,	subscription	plans,	protected	pagesEducationTeach	SkillsCourse	pages,	member	access,	progress	trackingPortfolioShowcase	WorkImage	galleries,	project	pages,	contact	infoBlogShare	ContentClean	layout,	categories,
search	function	Also,	it’s	normal	if	your	website	has	multiple	goals.	For	example,	our	partner	website	OptinMonster	has	the	goal	of	selling	their	lead	generation	software	product.	But	they	also	have	a	blog	with	the	goal	of	educating	readers	about	conversion	optimization	and	growing	their	businesses.	That	being	said,	it’s	important	to	define	a	main
goal	because	it	will	decide	what	call-to-action	to	highlight	and	how	to	steer	users	in	that	direction.	This	clarity	will	help	you	make	better	decisions	about	your	website’s	design,	features,	and	content	strategy.	Now	that	you	have	a	clear	picture	of	what	kind	of	website	you	want	to	build,	let’s	move	on	to	the	next	step.	Step	2:	Choose	a	Domain	Name	&
WordPress	Hosting	To	use	WordPress.org	to	build	your	website,	you	will	first	need	a	domain	name	and	WordPress	hosting.	Many	new	website	owners	confuse	domain	names	with	hosting	or	think	they’re	the	same	thing.	Let’s	break	it	down.	A	domain	name	is	your	website’s	address	on	the	internet.	Think	of	it	as	your	website’s	street	address.	For
example,	our	domain	name	is	wpbeginner.com	–	that’s	what	people	type	into	their	browser	to	find	us.	Domain	names	typically	cost	around	$14.99	per	year,	with	prices	varying	based	on	the	extension	(.com,	.org,	.net,	etc.).	On	the	other	hand,	WordPress	hosting	is	where	your	website’s	files	actually	live.	If	your	domain	name	is	your	street	address,	then
hosting	is	the	actual	house.	It’s	where	all	your	website’s	content,	images,	and	files	are	stored.	These	days,	you’ll	find	dozens	of	WordPress	hosting	providers	offering	different	types	of	hosting	plans.	You’ll	see	shared	hosting,	managed	WordPress	hosting,	VPS	hosting,	and	more.	We	know	it	can	feel	overwhelming.	Our	recommendation?	Go	with
Bluehost.	Here’s	why	we	love	them:	They	offer	a	free	domain	name	(worth	$14.99)	for	the	first	year.	That	also	means	you	don’t	need	to	worry	about	connecting	a	third-party	domain	registrar	with	your	web	hosting!	They’re	WordPress.org’s	longest-running	recommended	host	(since	2005),	which	means	they	really	know	their	stuff	when	it	comes	to
WordPress.	They’re	affordable	and	offer	plans	for	everyone,	perfect	for	new	website	owners.	Our	founder,	Syed	Balkhi,	is	also	a	big	fan	of	Bluehost:	I’ve	been	recommending	Bluehost	since	2012,	and	their	commitment	to	quality	has	only	improved	over	the	years.	I	host	several	personal	and	business	websites	on	Bluehost.	Their	ease	of	use	and
reliability	make	them	a	go-to	choice	for	me.	Whether	you’re	just	starting	or	looking	to	grow	your	online	presence,	Bluehost	offers	a	solid	hosting	platform	to	build	on.	If	you	need	more	information,	then	we’ve	covered	the	hosting	provider	in	more	detail	in	our	complete	Bluehost	review.	The	best	part?	Bluehost	is	offering	our	readers	a	free	domain
name	and	a	huge	discount	on	web	hosting.	All	you	need	to	do	is	click	on	the	button	below	to	claim	the	offer.	You	can	also	use	our	Bluehost	coupon	code	to	get	up	to	83%	off!	→	Click	Here	to	Claim	This	Exclusive	Bluehost	Offer	←	Note:	We	believe	in	being	transparent	with	our	readers.	If	you	use	our	Bluehost	link,	then	we’ll	earn	a	commission	–	but	at
no	extra	cost	to	you.	In	fact,	you’ll	get	special	discounts,	including	hosting,	a	free	domain	name,	and	free	SSL	security.	While	we	could	earn	commissions	from	any	hosting	company,	we	only	recommend	services	we	personally	use	and	trust.	Let’s	go	ahead	and	purchase	a	domain	name	and	hosting.	First,	you’ll	need	to	go	to	the	Bluehost	website	in	a
new	browser	window	and	click	on	the	green	‘Get	Started	Now’	button.	This	will	bring	you	to	a	pricing	page	where	you	will	need	to	choose	a	hosting	plan	for	your	website.	Basic	and	Choice	Plus	plans	are	the	most	popular	choices	among	our	users.	You’ll	need	to	click	on	‘Select’	to	choose	the	plan	that	you	like	and	continue	to	the	next	step.	On	the	next
screen,	you’ll	be	asked	to	select	a	new	domain	name.	Ideally,	you	should	stick	to	a	.com	domain	name.	Make	sure	it	is	related	to	your	business,	easy	to	pronounce	and	spell,	and	easy	to	remember.	Need	help	with	choosing	a	domain	name	for	your	website?	See	these	tips	and	tools	on	how	to	choose	the	best	domain	name.	After	choosing	your	domain
name,	just	click	on	the	‘Next’	button	to	continue.	Now,	you’ll	be	asked	to	provide	your	account	information,	such	as	name,	address,	email,	etc.	On	this	screen,	you	will	also	see	optional	extras	you	can	purchase.	We	generally	don’t	recommend	purchasing	these	extras,	but	you	can	always	add	them	later	if	you	decide	that	you	need	them.	Next,	you	will
add	your	payment	information	to	finish	the	purchase.	After	completing	your	purchase,	you’ll	receive	an	email	with	details	on	logging	in	to	your	web	hosting	dashboard.	This	is	your	hosting	account	control	panel	where	you	manage	everything,	like	getting	support,	setting	up	emails,	and	so	on.	Most	importantly,	this	is	where	you’ll	install	WordPress.
When	you	sign	up	with	Bluehost	using	our	link,	they	will	automatically	install	WordPress	for	you.	They	launched	this	one-click	WordPress	installer	to	make	it	easier	for	non-techy	users	to	create	their	websites.	What	this	means	is	you	simply	need	to	log	in	to	your	Bluehost	account	and	head	to	the	‘Websites’	tab	from	the	menu	on	the	left.	From	here,
simply	click	the	‘Edit	Site’	button.	You	can	also	log	in	to	the	dashboard	by	going	to	your	WordPress	login	URL	(e.g.,	example.com/wp-admin/)	directly	from	your	browser.	If	you	are	using	a	different	WordPress	website	hosting	service	like	SiteGround,	Hostinger,	or	HostGator,	then	you	can	see	our	detailed	guide	on	how	to	install	WordPress	for	step-by-
step	instructions	for	those	providers.	Once	WordPress	is	set	up,	you’re	ready	to	continue	building	your	website.	Wasn’t	that	easy?	Now,	let’s	move	on	to	the	next	step	and	choose	a	design	for	your	website.	By	default,	your	WordPress	website	will	use	a	basic	WordPress	theme,	like	this:	While	this	default	layout	works	fine,	it	won’t	help	your	website
stand	out	from	the	crowd.	In	WordPress,	a	layout	is	called	a	theme,	which	is	a	collection	of	files	that	control	how	your	website	looks	and	feels.	Think	of	it	as	your	website’s	outfit	–	it	determines	colors,	fonts,	layout	structure,	and	overall	design	without	changing	your	actual	content.	One	of	the	things	we	love	about	WordPress	is	the	incredible	variety	of
themes	available.	Whether	you’re	building	a	small	business	website,	an	online	store,	or	a	personal	blog,	there’s	a	perfect	theme	for	your	needs.	In	the	past,	switching	to	a	new	web	design	involved	hiring	a	website	developer,	which	was	expensive	and	time-consuming.	However,	the	process	is	now	so	much	easier.	I	just	need	to	choose	a	WordPress
theme	that	works	for	my	site,	install	it,	and	activate	it.	That’s	way	quicker	than	looking	for	a	developer	or	coding	a	theme	from	scratch.	John	Turner	–	SeedProd	Installing	a	theme	is	straightforward.	Just	go	to	Appearance	»	Themes	in	your	WordPress	dashboard	and	click	‘Add	New	Theme’.	You’ll	find	over	13,000	free	themes	in	the	official
WordPress.org	directory,	including	Sydney,	Neve,	and	OceanWP.	For	step-by-step	instructions,	you	can	check	out	our	beginner’s	guide	on	how	to	install	a	WordPress	theme.	That	said,	we	know	all	these	options	can	feel	overwhelming.	Between	the	thousands	of	free	themes	and	countless	premium	options,	choosing	the	right	one	can	be	challenging.
Here	are	the	questions	we	ask	when	selecting	a	WordPress	theme:	Is	it	mobile-friendly?	With	over	half	of	web	traffic	coming	from	mobile	devices,	your	theme	needs	to	be	responsive	and	look	great	on	all	screen	sizes.	Does	it	load	quickly?	A	slow-loading	theme	can	hurt	your	search	rankings	and	cause	visitors	to	leave	your	site.	Is	it	compatible	with
major	plugins?	Your	theme	should	work	well	with	the	plugins	you	will	use	to	avoid	functionality	issues	later.	When	was	it	last	updated?	Regular	updates	mean	better	security	and	compatibility	with	the	latest	WordPress	version.	Does	it	match	your	website’s	purpose?	For	example,	if	you’re	building	an	online	store,	make	sure	your	theme	has	features
like	product	galleries	to	highlight	what	you	sell.	What’s	your	budget?	Not	all	free	themes	are	poor	quality,	and	not	all	premium	themes	have	the	best	support.	See	our	comparison	of	free	vs.	premium	WordPress	themes	for	more	information.	If	you’re	not	sure	where	to	start	with	your	theme	search,	then	we	have	compiled	a	list	of	the	most	popular
WordPress	themes,	hand-picked	by	our	experts.	At	WPBeginner,	we	actually	use	a	custom	theme	built	on	the	Genesis	framework.	This	gives	us	complete	control	over	our	design	and	helps	us	create	the	exact	user	experience	we	want	for	our	readers.	Want	that	level	of	customization	for	your	website?	We	recommend	using	SeedProd,	which	is	a	powerful
theme	and	page	builder	that	comes	with	over	350	ready-made	theme	templates.	You	can	choose	any	template	and	customize	it	to	match	your	vision	perfectly.	SeedProd	even	includes	an	AI	website	builder	that	can	create	a	complete	website	in	under	60	seconds.	You	can	watch	the	video	below	to	see	how	it	works:	The	best	part?	You	don’t	need	any
coding	knowledge	to	use	SeedProd.	It’s	all	drag-and-drop,	making	it	perfect	for	beginners	who	want	professional	results.	At	this	stage,	you	don’t	need	to	finalize	all	theme	settings	right	away.	You	can	customize	it	much	better	once	you	have	some	content	on	your	website.	Need	help	designing	your	WordPress	site?	Let	WPBeginner	Pro	Services	bring
your	vision	to	life.	Our	experienced	designers	can	create	a	custom	WordPress	website	for	you	at	affordable	prices.	Get	Our	WordPress	Website	Design	Services	Today!	Now,	let’s	see	how	to	add	content	to	your	WordPress	site.	Step	5:	Create	Essential	Pages	and	Blog	Posts	WordPress	comes	with	two	default	content	types:	pages	and	posts.	Let’s	see
how	to	use	each	one	effectively.	Pages	are	for	static,	timeless	content	like	your	about	page,	contact	page,	and	privacy	policy.	Think	of	them	as	the	foundation	of	your	website	–	they	rarely	change,	and	visitors	expect	to	find	them	easily.	Posts,	on	the	other	hand,	are	for	your	blog	content	and	appear	in	reverse	chronological	order	(newest	first).	They’re
perfect	for	regular	updates,	news,	or	any	content	you	publish	frequently.	Whether	you	need	both	types	depends	on	your	website’s	purpose.	If	you’re	building	a	simple	business	website,	you	might	only	need	pages.	But	if	you	plan	to	share	regular	updates	or	create	content	marketing,	you’ll	want	to	use	posts,	too.	By	default,	WordPress	shows	your	latest
blog	posts	on	your	homepage.	However,	most	business	websites	prefer	a	custom	static	front	page	instead	or	use	a	separate	page	for	blog	posts.	Don’t	worry	–	you	can	easily	change	this	in	your	settings.	You	can	read	our	detailed	guide	on	creating	a	custom	homepage	to	do	this	and	our	article	on	disabling	blog	features	in	WordPress	if	you	don’t	need
them.	Our	tip	is	to	start	a	WordPress	blog	anyway,	even	if	you’re	not	planning	to	write	any	content	right	now.	A	lot	of	our	WordPress	business	websites	have	a	blog	section,	even	if	their	main	goal	is	to	sell	a	product.	This	is	because	blogging	allows	you	to	establish	expertise	in	your	field,	increase	traffic	from	search	engines,	and	connect	with	your
target	audience.	Now,	let’s	add	some	content	to	your	website.	Don’t	worry	if	you	don’t	have	enough	content	right	away	–	you	can	always	edit	and	update	later.	To	add	either	a	page	or	post,	head	over	to	your	WordPress	dashboard.	Click	Pages	»	Add	New	for	a	page,	or	Posts	»	Add	New	for	a	blog	post.	Both	use	the	same	editor	screen,	which	looks	like
this:	First,	add	your	title	at	the	top.	Then	use	the	editor	below	to	add	your	content	–	you	can	include	text,	images,	videos,	and	more.	If	you	need	help	with	the	editor,	check	out	our	beginner’s	guide	on	how	to	use	the	WordPress	block	editor	if	you	need	help.	One	thing	you	may	notice	is	that	posts	have	extra	settings	like	categories	and	tags.	You	can	use
them	to	organize	your	blog	content	and	help	readers	find	the	right	information.	When	you’re	done,	you	can	either	save	it	as	a	draft	to	finish	later	or	click	‘Publish’	to	make	it	live	on	your	website.	Not	sure	which	pages	to	create	first?	Check	out	our	list	of	essential	pages	every	WordPress	website	should	have.	Now	that	you	have	created	some	content	for
your	website,	let’s	make	it	look	professional	and	work	smoothly	for	your	visitors.	Let’s	start	with	some	basic	but	important	settings.	First,	let’s	change	your	site	title	and	tagline.	These	appear	in	search	results	and	at	the	top	of	your	website,	so	they’re	often	the	first	thing	visitors	see.	You	can	head	over	to	Settings	»	General	to	update	these:	If	you’re
planning	to	have	a	blog	section,	you’ll	want	to	set	up	your	comment	settings	next	by	going	to	Settings	»	Discussion.	This	helps	prevent	spam	and	keeps	discussions	meaningful.	For	more	details,	check	out	our	beginner’s	guide	to	WordPress	comment	moderation.	Next	comes	theme	customization.	The	exact	process	varies	depending	on	your	theme	but
typically	involves	setting	up:	Sounds	like	a	lot?	Don’t	worry.	Our	guide	on	key	WordPress	design	elements	walks	you	through	exactly	which	parts	of	your	site	you	need	to	customize.	We’ve	also	written	an	ultimate	guide	on	how	to	edit	a	WordPress	website.	The	reason	we	created	this	article	is	that	WordPress	offers	so	many	ways	to	customize	your
theme,	and	you	may	need	pointers	on	which	method	is	best	for	your	needs	and	skill	level.	Here	are	some	other	important	customizations	to	consider:	Have	you	noticed	how	some	websites	have	special	features	like	contact	forms,	popups,	lightbox	photo	galleries,	and	so	on?	These	are	all	made	possible	with	WordPress	plugins.	WordPress	plugins	are
like	apps	for	your	WordPress	site.	They	allow	you	to	add	features	and	customizations	without	needing	to	write	any	code.	There	are	currently	more	than	59,000	free	plugins	available,	plus	many	premium	options	from	third-party	developers.	With	this	many	plugins,	how	do	you	find	which	ones	to	install?	Our	rule	of	thumb	is	to	go	with	plugins	that	are:
Regularly	updated	Well-reviewed	by	users	Compatible	with	your	WordPress	version	From	reputable	developers	Focused	on	solving	your	specific	needs	If	you	want	to	learn	more	about	choosing	the	right	plugins,	check	out	our	detailed	guide	on	how	to	choose	the	best	WordPress	plugin.	But	regardless	of	the	website	type,	we	believe	all	WordPress
websites	can	benefit	from	the	following	plugins:	We	consider	these	three	plugins	absolutely	essential	because	they	allow	you	to	track	your	site	performance,	communicate	with	your	visitors,	and	boost	your	website’s	search	engine	rankings.	Besides	these	three	must-have	WordPress	plugins,	we	also	recommend	installing	the	ones	below,	depending	on
your	needs:	Performance	–	Speed	matters	for	both	users	and	search	engines.	We	recommend	WP	Rocket	(premium)	or	WP	Super	Cache	(free)	to	make	your	site	load	faster.	Security	–	Add	an	extra	layer	of	protection	to	your	website	with	Cloudflare.	They	offer	a	free	plan	that	includes	basic	security	features	and	CDN	services.	Design	–	Want	to	build
custom	pages	without	writing	code?	We	use	SeedProd	to	design	custom	pages,	but	Thrive	Theme	Builder	is	another	excellent	option.	Marketing	–	We	use	PushEngage	for	push	notifications	(which	are	now	one	of	our	top	traffic	sources)	and	OptinMonster	for	lead	generation.	Email	delivery	–	Make	sure	your	website	emails	reach	users’	inboxes	with	WP
Mail	SMTP.	It	fixes	WordPress	email	delivery	issues	that	many	users	face.	Social	media	feeds	–	Display	social	feeds	beautifully	with	Smash	Balloon.	It	works	with	Instagram,	Facebook,	Twitter,	YouTube,	TikTok,	and	even	review	sites	like	Google	and	Yelp.	eCommerce	–	Building	an	online	store?	Use	WooCommerce	for	physical	products	or	Easy	Digital
Downloads	for	digital	products	(this	is	what	we	use	for	our	WordPress	businesses).	Image	galleries	–	Create	beautiful	image	galleries	with	Envira	Gallery.	It’s	fast,	lightweight,	and	easy	to	use.	Translations	–	Make	your	website	multilingual	and	reach	a	wider	audience	with	Weglot.	It	automatically	translates	your	entire	website	with	powerful	machine
learning.	We	also	highly	recommend	visiting	the	WPBeginner	Solution	Center.	Here,	we	have	curated	the	best	WordPress	plugins,	themes,	and	tools	based	on	our	years	of	experience	testing	and	reviewing	WordPress	products.	You	can	also	check	out	the	WPBeginner	Blueprint	to	see	exactly	which	tools	and	plugins	we	use	to	run	WPBeginner
successfully.	It’s	like	getting	a	behind-the-scenes	look	at	how	we	built	our	multi-million	reader	website.	Need	help	installing	plugins?	See	our	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	install	a	WordPress	plugin.	WordPress	is	easy	to	use	yet	incredibly	powerful.	While	you	can	get	started	quickly,	you	might	need	help	along	the	way	–	and	that’s	perfectly	normal.
Even	we	still	run	into	common	WordPress	errors	after	years	of	experience!	The	good	news	is	that	there	are	plenty	of	free	WordPress	help	available.	Here’s	how	to	make	the	most	of	it:	First,	bookmark	these	essential	guides.	They’ll	save	you	lots	of	time	and	money	in	the	future:	As	the	largest	WordPress	resource	site	on	the	internet,	WPBeginner	also
offers	multiple	ways	to	learn:	WPBeginner	Blog	–	This	is	where	we	publish	our	WordPress	tutorials,	how-tos,	and	step-by-step	guides.	WPBeginner	Videos	–	These	step-by-step	videos	will	help	you	learn	WordPress	FAST.	WPBeginner	on	YouTube	–	Need	more	video	instructions?	Subscribe	to	our	YouTube	channel	with	more	than	1	million	subscribers
and	54	million+	views.	WPBeginner	Business	Tools	–	Access	a	collection	of	free	business	tools	to	help	grow	your	website	and	compete	with	the	big	guys.	WPBeginner	Dictionary	–	The	best	place	for	beginners	to	start	and	get	familiar	with	the	WordPress	lingo.	WPBeginner	Deals	–	Exclusive	discounts	on	WordPress	products	and	services	for
WPBeginner	users.	WPBeginner	Engage	Group	–	Connect	with	our	WordPress	experts	and	other	like-minded	website	owners	(over	98,000	members).	Need	to	find	something	specific?	Here’s	a	pro	tip:	Use	Google	search	with	‘wpbeginner.com’	at	the	end	of	your	search	term.	For	example:	‘how	to	create	a	contact	form	wpbeginner.com’	Can’t	find	an
answer?	Send	your	question	directly	using	our	contact	form,	and	we	will	try	our	best	to	answer.	If	all	of	that	is	not	enough,	you	can	always	take	a	look	at	our	expert-picked	list	of	blogs	about	WordPress	you	should	read	and	follow.	So	far,	we	have	shown	you	how	to	make	a	WordPress	website,	add	a	new	theme,	add	new	web	pages,	and	install	essential
plugins.	Want	to	take	it	even	further?	With	years	of	experience	helping	our	users,	we’ve	discovered	that	WordPress	is	capable	of	creating	almost	any	type	of	website	you	can	imagine.	Here	are	just	some	possibilities:	The	best	part?	Each	of	these	website	types	can	be	created	using	WordPress	plugins	and	themes	–	no	coding	required.	For	more
examples,	check	out	our	list	of	types	of	websites	you	can	create	with	WordPress.	Having	helped	thousands	of	WordPress	users,	we	have	answered	quite	a	lot	of	questions	about	building	a	website.	Below	are	the	answers	to	the	most	frequently	asked	questions	about	creating	a	WordPress	website.	What	do	I	need	to	build	a	website?	You’ll	need	the
following	three	things	to	start	your	WordPress	site:	WordPress	hosting	–	this	is	where	your	website	files	are	stored.	A	domain	name	–	this	is	the	name	of	your	website,	such	as	google.com	45	minutes	to	set	up	your	website	by	following	the	tutorial	above.	How	much	does	a	WordPress	website	cost?	A	typical	personal	website	can	cost	as	low	as	$100.	The
cost	of	a	business	website	can	range	from	anywhere	between	$100	per	year	to	as	high	as	$30,000	per	year.	But	honestly,	the	answer	to	this	question	really	depends	on	what	kind	of	website	you	are	trying	to	build.	We	have	written	a	comprehensive	guide	explaining	how	much	it	really	costs	to	build	a	website.	We	recommend	all	our	users	start	small	and
then	add	more	features	to	your	website	as	your	business	grows.	This	way,	you	will	save	money	and	minimize	potential	losses	while	avoiding	overspending.	Which	is	the	best	website	builder	platform?	We	recommend	using	self-hosted	WordPress	as	your	website	builder	platform.	WordPress	is	the	most	popular	website	platform	in	the	world.	It	powers
nearly	43%	of	all	websites	on	the	internet.	WordPress	is	free	and	open-source.	It	comes	with	thousands	of	pre-built	website	designs	and	extensions.	It	is	extremely	flexible	and	works	with	almost	every	third-party	tool	and	service	available	to	website	owners.	We	use	WordPress	to	build	all	our	websites,	including	this	one,	WPBeginner.	What’s	the
difference	between	WordPress.com	vs.	WordPress.org?	When	we	mention	WordPress	in	our	tutorial,	we’re	talking	about	the	popular	self-hosted	WordPress.org	platform.	It’s	the	powerful	open-source	software	that	you	always	hear	about.	WordPress.com	is	a	limited	blog	hosting	service.	They	have	recently	expanded	their	platform	to	offer	website	and
eCommerce	plans	with	custom	domains,	but	they’re	more	expensive	than	other	WordPress	hosting	services	like	Bluehost	or	SiteGround.	For	more	details,	see	our	detailed	comparison	chart	of	WordPress.com	vs.	WordPress.org.	Is	WordPress	the	only	way	to	create	a	website?	No,	there	are	a	lot	of	other	website	builders	out	there	such	as	Wix,
GoDaddy,	and	more.	But	we	believe	that	WordPress	is	the	best	and	easiest	platform	for	building	a	website	that	works	on	both	desktop	and	mobile	devices.	Other	industry	experts	agree	with	us,	which	is	why	over	43%	of	all	websites	use	WordPress.	Do	I	need	to	know	HTML	/	CSS	to	create	and	customize	my	website?	No,	you	don’t	need	to	know	how	to
use	HTML	/	CSS	to	build	a	website	with	WordPress.	You	can	use	one	of	the	many	drag	&	drop	WordPress	page	builder	plugins	to	easily	customize	your	web	design.	We	recommend	using	SeedProd	because	it	lets	you	create	completely	custom	WordPress	themes	from	scratch	without	any	code.	Check	out	our	guide	on	page	builders	vs.	manual	coding	to
see	how	much	easier	it	is.	How	can	I	start	a	website	for	free?	Some	website	builders	may	offer	free	options,	but	we	strongly	recommend	against	using	those	website-building	solutions.	Often,	they	will	insert	their	advertisements	on	your	website,	which	doesn’t	look	professional	and	offers	a	terrible	user	experience.	It’s	always	better	to	purchase	your
own	domain	name	and	hosting	so	you	have	full	ownership	of	your	website.	See	what	is	the	difference	between	domain	name	and	web	hosting.	Can	I	get	a	free	domain	for	my	website?	Yes,	some	web	hosting	companies	offer	a	free	domain	if	you	choose	to	start	a	website	with	them.	Bluehost	is	an	officially	recommended	WordPress	hosting	provider,	and
they’re	offering	WPBeginner	users	a	free	domain	+	a	big	discount	on	hosting	if	you	choose	to	build	your	website	using	their	service.	With	that	said,	you	can	always	register	a	domain	name	separately	from	a	popular	domain	registrar	and	then	purchase	web	hosting	from	a	different	hosting	company	like	SiteGround.	Can	I	pay	someone	to	build	my
WordPress	site?	Yes,	you	can	hire	a	WordPress	development	agency	to	build	a	WordPress	site	for	you.	This	is	a	great	investment	if	you	aren’t	technically	savvy	or	you	just	don’t	have	the	time	to	build	a	website.	We	recommend	using	WPBeginner	Pro	Services	because	we	offer	expert	WordPress	Website	Design	Services	at	revolutionary	pricing.	The
custom	site	design	includes	a	dedicated	project	manager,	WordPress	setup,	bespoke	homepage	design,	professional	logo,	5	template	subpages,	analytics	setup,	and	much	more.	How	much	traffic	can	WordPress	handle?	WordPress	can	handle	virtually	unlimited	website	traffic,	depending	on	your	hosting	platform	and	caching	setup.	We	have	written	a
detailed	guide	on	how	much	traffic	WordPress	can	handle,	along	with	expert	scaling	tips.	Can	you	build	a	website	from	scratch	with	WordPress?	Yes,	you	absolutely	can	use	WordPress	to	build	a	completely	custom	website	from	scratch	using	a	no-code	drag-and-drop	page	builder	plugin	like	SeedProd.	How	do	I	make	money	from	my	website?	After
helping	users	create	a	website,	this	is	by	far	the	most	commonly	asked	question.	There	are	a	lot	of	ways	to	make	money	online	from	your	website.	We	have	a	list	of	ways	to	make	money	online	using	WordPress.	These	aren’t	get-rich-quick	schemes.	If	you’re	looking	for	a	way	to	get	rich	quickly	by	making	money	online,	then	sorry	to	break	the	bad	news;
there’s	no	such	way.	How	do	I	start	a	website	where	I	can	sell	products?	You	can	easily	add	an	online	store	to	your	WordPress	website.	We	have	created	a	list	of	the	best	eCommerce	plugins	for	WordPress.	You	can	also	follow	our	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	start	an	online	store.	While	there	are	many	other	eCommerce	platforms	like	Shopify,
BigCommerce,	etc,	we	recommend	using	the	WooCommerce	plugin	for	WordPress.	It	offers	more	user-friendly	features	at	an	even	more	affordable	price,	which	is	why	WooCommerce	is	the	most	popular	eCommerce	platform	in	the	market.	If	you’re	looking	to	sell	digital	products,	then	we	recommend	using	Easy	Digital	Downloads.	This	is	what	we	use
to	sell	our	digital	products	in	WordPress.	How	can	I	start	a	website	like	eBay?	You	can	easily	create	a	website	like	eBay	using	an	auction	plugin	for	WordPress.	We	have	a	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	build	an	online	auction	website	using	WordPress	that	you	can	follow.	Can	I	create	a	website	like	Facebook?	Yes,	you	can	absolutely	use	WordPress	to
turn	your	website	into	a	social	network.	We	have	a	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	make	a	website	like	Facebook	using	WordPress.	Can	I	start	a	website	with	a	discussion	board	/	forum?	The	answer	again	is	yes.	You	can	use	one	of	these	forum	plugins	in	WordPress	to	build	a	website	with	discussion	board	features.	How	do	I	grow	my	online	presence?
Now	that	you	have	created	your	new	website,	it’s	time	to	grow	your	online	presence	and	get	more	traffic.	We	have	created	an	ultimate	guide	with	actionable	tips	to	drive	traffic	to	your	new	WordPress	site.	The	most	important	advice	we	give	to	small	business	owners	is	to	immediately	start	building	an	email	list.	Email	marketing	allows	you	to	stay	in
touch	with	website	visitors	and	customers	after	they	leave	your	website.	It’s	proven	to	have	a	4300%	ROI	on	investment.	Here	is	our	comparison	of	the	best	email	marketing	services	for	small	businesses.	I	accidentally	started	my	site	with	WordPress.com	or	another	website	builder,	can	I	switch?	Yes,	you	can	always	switch	your	website	to	WordPress.
Often,	beginners	make	the	mistake	of	using	the	wrong	website	builder	and	then	realize	that	those	platforms	don’t	have	all	the	features	they	need.	We	have	written	detailed	tutorials	on	how	to	properly	migrate	from	other	website	builders	to	WordPress.	The	most	important	part	is	to	make	sure	that	your	permalinks	(URL	structure)	moves	over
seamlessly,	so	you	don’t	lose	SEO	rankings.	Here	are	our	detailed	tutorials	on	how	to	move	your	website	to	WordPress:	We	hope	this	guide	helped	you	learn	how	to	make	a	website	without	hiring	a	web	designer	or	overspending	money.	You	may	also	want	to	see	our	tutorial	on	how	to	create	a	professional	business	email	address	and	our	comparison	of
the	best	business	phone	services	for	small	businesses.	If	you	liked	this	article,	then	please	subscribe	to	our	YouTube	Channel	for	WordPress	video	tutorials.	You	can	also	find	us	on	Twitter	and	Facebook.	January	29,	2025		·		Updated	on	May	29,	2025		·		39	mins	read	It	looks	like	you’re	here	because	you	want	to	learn	how	to	create	a	website,	and
maybe	you	find	the	task	ahead	a	bit	scary,	overwhelming,	and	unsettling.	That’s	understandable.	Making	a	website	can	seem	like	a	big	undertaking,	especially	if	you’ve	been	told	that	you	need	special	skills	for	it,	like	knowing	how	to	write	code.	We	are	here	to	tell	you	that	that’s	not	true.	You	can	have	your	own,	professional-looking	website	without
any	programming	skills.	In	fact,	all	you	need	is	to	know	how	to	use	your	computer	mouse	and	write	on	your	keyboard.	Sound	hard	to	believe?	Seeing	is	believing,	so	in	this	article,	we	go	over	the	process	of	creating	your	own	website	using	WordPress.	We’ll	break	it	down	into	small,	easy	steps,	so	you	can	follow	along	even	as	a	beginner.		After	reading
this	article,	you’ll	know	how	to:	Let’s	make	a	website,	shall	we?	Knowing	what	you	want	to	achieve	with	your	site	keeps	you	focused	and	helps	you	make	the	right	choices	as	you’re	setting	up	your	site.		What	motivated	you	to	want	to	create	a	site?	What	do	you	want	to	achieve	by	creating	a	site?	Some	common	website	goals	are:	Attracting	customers
to	your	brick-and-mortar	business	Selling	products	with	an	online	store	Sharing	your	thoughts	with	a	blog	or	magazine-style	publication	Building	a	portfolio	for	creative	work	Generating	new	subscribers	for	a	newsletter	If	you	are	unsure	what	the	purpose	of	your	site	is,	doing	some	competitor	analysis	is	often	helpful.	You	can	learn	a	lot	from
analyzing	other	websites	in	your	industry,	market,	or	niche,	such	as:	The	types	of	pages	they	include	Which	calls	to	action	they	show	on	their	website	Content	types	they	publish	Images	or	design	elements	they	feature	If	you	discover	anything	interesting	or	noteworthy,	document	it	so	you	can	borrow	inspiration	later	on.	Very	different	types	of
websites.	There	are	many	different	types	of	websites	and	they	all	come	with	their	own	goals,	requirements,	and	differences.	Some	common	kinds	of	websites	include:	Business	websites:	These	sites	provide	information	about	a	company	and	its	services	or	products.	Sites	of	this	kind	usually	have	an	objective	such	as	selling	goods	or	services,	lead
generation,	or	newsletter	signups.	Personal	websites:	A	personal	website	lets	you	establish	a	profile	for	potential	employers,	build	your	personal	brand,	consolidate	your	web	presence,	or	find	clients.	It	comes	in	many	different	varieties,	from	static	brochure	sites	over	portfolios	to	one-page	websites.	Blogs:	Starting	a	blog	is	an	excellent	way	to	attract
more	users	to	your	website	(hey,	you	are	here,	aren’t	you?),	show	off	your	expertise,	and	help	your	audience.	You	can	also	start	one	to	simply	practice	writing	or	pursue	a	hobby.	Plus,	it	can	be	standalone	or	part	of	another	type	of	website	(like	wordpress.com/blog	is	the	blog	for	WordPress.com,	our	WordPress	hosting	company).	Online	stores:	The
goal	of	an	online	store	is	selling	products,	goods,	or	services.	This,	too,	can	take	many	different	forms.	For	example,	a	shop	selling	digital	products	is	usually	very	different	from	one	that	deals	in	real-life	merchandise.	That’s	because	you	normally	don’t	need	as	many	product	images	for	digital	wares,	they	typically	don’t	come	in	many	variations,	and
they	don’t	require	shipping—all	factors	that	simplify	the	experience	of	digital-only	online	stores.	Newsletter	websites:	The	purpose	of	a	newsletter	site	is	mainly	to	collect	subscribers	for	an	email	newsletter.	You	can	grow	your	email	list	through	popups	or	subscription	forms.	Podcast	sites:	Another	example	of	a	type	of	site	you	can	build	is	a	podcast
website.	It	can	serve	as	home	to	your	podcast	episodes	as	well	as	provide	additional	information	around	them	and	you.	You	can	even	collect	payments	for	exclusive	content	and	earn	money.	Naturally,	it’s	also	possible	to	combine	several	website	types.	For	example,	you	can	sell	products	on	your	personal	blog	and	send	your	latest	posts	via	a
newsletter.	In	fact,	most	websites	use	a	hybrid	approach	like	that.	The	important	thing	is	to	clarify	this	for	yourself	so	that	you	work	towards	the	right	direction.	A	hosting	provider	rents	out	server	space	where	you	can	place	your	website	files	so	that	others	can	see	your	site.	A	website	builder	is	the	software	that	powers	your	site.	Both	influence	its
management	and	the	end	result.	There	are	different	kinds	of	hosting,	but	the	most	common	forms	are:	Shared	hosting:	With	shared	hosting,	your	website	is	on	the	same	server	as	many	others,	and	they	all	have	to	share	the	same	resources	(hence	the	name).	VPS	hosting:	This	acronym	stands	for	“Virtual	Private	Server.”	VPS	hosting	still	places	your
website	on	the	same	machine	as	other	sites	but	everyone	gets	their	own	dedicated	resources	they	can’t	exceed.	Dedicated	server:	You	may	choose	to	rent	and	manage	your	own	server	solely	for	your	website.	Managed	hosting:	Like	the	name	suggests,	managed	hosting	providers	take	many	of	the	day-to-day	tasks	of	keeping	a	website	running	off	your
hands.	WordPress.com	is	a	managed	hosting	provider.	While	shared	hosting	is	probably	the	most	common	type,	the	divided	server	resources	can	become	a	speed	bottleneck	if	one	or	more	websites	on	the	shared	server	start	hogging	all	the	processing	power.	Therefore,	it	is	usually	only	sufficient	for	simple	sites	with	little	traffic.	VPS	and	dedicated
hosting	don’t	have	this	problem;	however,	they	come	with	additional	responsibility.	That’s	because	you	only	rent	the	server	space;	everything	else	related	to	site	management	is	up	to	you.	In	particular,	that	means	security,	speed	optimization,	backups,	infrastructure	decisions,	and	other,	similar	tasks.	Managed	hosting	offers	the	most	hands-off
approach.	For	example,	when	you	create	a	website	hosted	on	WordPress.com,	besides	making	sure	your	site	is	fast,	secure,	and	backed	up,	we	also	keep	it	updated,	offer	top-notch	support,	and	provide	an	optimized	environment.	This	arrangement	eliminates	a	lot	of	busywork	for	website	owners	like	you.	As	a	result,	it	allows	you	to	fully	focus	on	the
parts	of	running	a	website	that	have	the	biggest	impact	on	its	success	and	reaching	your	goals.	Examples	include	content	creation,	marketing,	outreach,	and	product	development.	As	mentioned,	in	this	tutorial	we’ll	show	you	how	to	set	up	your	website	using	WordPress.	It’s	an	open	source	content	management	system	(CMS)	and	website	builder,
which	means	you	can	use	it	to	create	and	manage	websites	and	web	content.	In	the	past,	you	would	have	to	hand-code	HTML	and	CSS	files	and	upload	them	to	servers	to	build	your	site.	With	WordPress,	you	can	set	up	a	website,	change	settings,	create	content,	and	do	everything	else	from	an	easy-to-use	interface	instead.	That’s	why	it	is	our	website
builder	of	choice	here	at	WordPress.com.	Whatever	hosting	plan	you	choose	(including	our	free	plan),	WordPress	is	automatically	included	in	your	account	and	set	up	for	you.	You	always	land	directly	on	the	platform’s	user	interface—no	need	to	install	anything	by	hand.	WordPress	is	both	powerful	and	beginner-friendly	(as	you	will	see),	which	is	why
we,	along	with	more	than	43%	of	all	websites	on	the	internet,	prefer	it.	Plus,	WordPress	is	open	source,	meaning	software	built	and	maintained	by	volunteers	and	paid	contributors	who	support	it	for	the	good	of	all.	Ready	to	sign	up	with	WordPress.com?	Start	your	website	journey	here.	Select	a	domain	name	A	domain	name	is	the	address	you	type
into	your	browser	to	access	a	website.	Google.com	is	a	domain	name	as	are	wordpress.com	and	wikipedia.org.	At	WordPress.com,	we	offer	many	domain	extensions	for	purchase,	including	.com,	.blog,	and	.org.	In	addition,	with	our	free	hosting	plan,	you	can	have	a	website	running	on	a	free	subdomain	like	example.wordpress.com.	While	sufficient	for
getting	your	feet	wet	in	the	website-building	game,	subdomains	like	this	are	not	suitable	for	any	professional	purposes.	It’s	like	using	a	Gmail	address	for	your	business	email;	it	isn’t	as	professional	or	polished	as	a	custom	email	address	is.	Thus,	if	your	website	is	meant	to	be	more	than	a	hobby,	you	need	your	own	domain	name,	especially	for	a
business.	How	to	pick	a	domain	for	your	website	Your	domain	name	should	be	relevant	to	your	site	or	brand.	For	example,	if	you’re	building	a	company	site,	you	may	simply	want	a	domain	using	the	company	name.	It’s	where	people	will	naturally	assume	they	can	find	you.	However,	a	domain	name	can	also	be	topical,	like	gluten-free-gutenberg.com
for	a	food	blog	with	gluten	free	recipes.	What’s	most	important	is	that	your	address	is	easy	to	remember	and	distinct.	While	you	are	at	it,	it’s	also	worth	checking	if	the	respective	social	media	handles	are	available	to	ensure	brand	consistency.	As	for	domain	endings,	due	to	how	common	and	memorable	they	are,	you	can	usually	go	with	the	.com
extension	unless	you	have	a	good	reason	not	to.	One	example	would	be	if	you	operate	in	a	specific	area	or	country.	Then,	a	local	domain	ending	like	.de	for	Germany	or	.co.uk	for	the	United	Kingdom	may	make	the	most	sense	for	your	intended	audience.	Specific	extensions	for	certain	industries	and	types	of	business,	like	.org,	.app,	or	.ai,	also	exist.
For	more	information,	check	our	article	on	how	to	choose	a	domain	name.	A	second	important	step	is	to	make	sure	your	desired	domain	is	even	available.	For	that,	input	it	into	a	domain	search	tool.	It	will	tell	you	if	you	are	able	to	purchase	the	domain,	how	much	it	costs,	and	alternative	ideas	if	your	initial	idea	is	already	taken.	If	you	are	looking	for	a
domain,	here	a	few	good	reasons	to	register	it	through	WordPress.com:	Affordable	pricing:	Standard	domain	endings	are	just	$12	to	$14	per	year	with	hundreds	of	other	options	and	frequent	deals	on	chosen	domains.	Most	importantly,	if	you	decide	to	host	your	website	with	WordPress.com,	you	actually	get	a	free	domain	included	for	the	first	year.
Reliability:	We’ve	been	in	the	domain	business	for	over	ten	years.	Our	domains	come	with	free	privacy	protection,	SSL	certificates,	and	a	fast	and	secure	DNS	infrastructure.	Great	customer	support:	You	can	reach	our	domain	experts	via	email	and	live	chat	for	advice	on	everything	from	transferring	domains	to	managing	multiple	at	once.	Finally,
having	your	website	and	domain	hosted	with	the	same	provider	offers	you	simplicity.	You	can	manage	your	domain	and	site	from	one	dashboard	and	don’t	have	to	deal	with	connecting	your	domain	to	your	hosting	account	manually.	WordPress	uses	“themes”	to	control	the	design	of	your	website.	They	include	colors,	fonts,	layouts,	and	more—all	of	the
elements	that	shape	the	look	and	feel	of	a	website.	You	can	change	themes	at	will	and,	as	a	result,	modify	your	website’s	look	in	literal	seconds.	Another	benefit	is	that	WordPress	themes	allow	you	to	affect	the	appearance	of	your	website	without	code.	You	can	customize	almost	any	aspect	of	your	theme	through	an	interface	without	needing	to	use	
HTML	or	CSS.	Same	website,	same	content,	but	different	themes.	The	good	thing	about	using	WordPress	as	your	website	builder	is	that	it	has	themes	for	pretty	much	any	purpose.	No	matter	what	kind	of	website	you	want	to	create,	there	is	likely	a	suitable	theme	already	out	there,	complete	with	specific	design	elements	for	the	type	of	site	they	are
created	for.	For	example,	here	at	WordPress.com,	you	can	find	themes	for	the	following	website	categories:	Blog:	These	are	perfect	if	you	are	planning	to	start	blogging.	They	contain	page	templates	that	allow	you	to	easily	display	and	showcase	your	content.	We	also	have	themes	for	topical	categories	like	travel	&	lifestyle.	Portfolio:	Are	you	an	artist,
photographer,	or	painter?	Then,	portfolio	themes	are	the	perfect	tools	to	show	off	your	work.	They	are	focused	on	drawing	attention	to	photos,	illustrations,	and	other	creative	works.	Business:	Our	business	themes	aim	to	help	you	set	up	your	business	site	in	the	easiest	way	possible.	You	can	also	choose	from	different	industries	like	restaurant
websites,	real	estate,	health	&	wellness,	and	more.	Store:	If	you	are	going	the	e-commerce	route,	these	themes	will	give	you	a	leg	up	in	creating	your	store,	offering	your	products,	and	attracting	customers.	It’s	important	to	note	that	there	are	free	and	premium	WordPress	themes	and	that	you	can	find	them	in	a	variety	of	places,	including	directories
on	WordPress.org	and	here	on	WordPress.com.	Note	that	you	need	to	have	a	WordPress.com	site	with	a	Business	plan	or	above	to	install	third-party	themes.	Changing	your	theme	and	website	design	is	very	easy.	You	will	find	the	option	under	Appearance	>	Themes	in	the	WordPress	user	interface.	You	can	filter	the	list	of	themes	by	category	at	the
top	or	search	for	specific	keywords	or	theme	names.	If	you	see	something	you	like,	click	on	it	for	additional	information.	Try	out	the	style	variations	and	read	the	theme	description.	Click	Preview	&	Customize	to	try	out	your	site	in	the	new	design	with	the	option	to	customize	and	activate	it.	Alternatively,	activate	your	theme	from	its	own	page	via	the
Activate	this	design	button.	Some	themes	will	automatically	change	your	homepage	content,	so	you	have	to	confirm	that	you	understand	that.	When	you	do	and	look	at	your	site	afterward,	you	can	see	it	in	its	new	look.	Next,	it’s	time	to	set	guidelines	for	the	content	that	will	populate	your	pages.	Your	website	content	should	sound	like	an	extension	of
yourself	or	your	company.		To	achieve	that,	it	helps	to	establish	a	basic	voice	for	it.	You	can	do	this	quickly	by	following	a	simple	“We	are	[BLANK],	but	not	[BLANK]”	exercise.	Here	are	some	examples:	We	are	lighthearted,	but	not	goofy.	We	are	funny,	but	not	offensive.	We	are	helpful,	but	not	bossy.	Of	course,	if	you	run	your	website	alone,	you	can
also	do	this	exercise	with	“I”	and	“am.”	This	exercise	will	help	your	website	sound	the	way	you	want	it	to.	If	your	company	already	has	a	visual	identity,	the	website	you	create	should	match	it.	It	should	be	immediately	identifiable	as	your	business	or	brand.		Did	you	recognize	the	Google	color	scheme	right	away?	Without	an	established	color	scheme,
you	have	to	create	one	from	scratch.	Don’t	have	a	graphic	design	background?	No	worries,	there	are	only	a	few	things	you	need	to	understand	here:	Once	you’ve	grasped	the	basics,	you	can	use	what	you’ve	learned	about	color	psychology	and	hex	codes	to	establish	color	schemes	for	other	parts	of	your	business.	Common	examples	of	visual	elements
websites	use:	Hero	spots	and	banner	images:	These	will	go	at	the	top	of	your	website	pages.	Photography:	This	includes	product	images,	photos	of	your	business,	and	staff	headshots.	Designed	images:	Think	charts,	graphs,	and	infographics.		It’s	a	good	idea	to	figure	out	any	graphics	your	site	may	require	before	you	start	building.	Some	assets	you
might	already	have	on	hand,	and	others	you	may	need	to	create.If	your	website	will	need	photos	(such	as	images	of	your	business,	a	portrait	of	yourself,	or	maybe	a	quick	snap	of	your	dog),	then	gather	them	together	now.	You	can	also	find	more	generic	images	on	stock	photo	sites	like	Unsplash,	Pixabay,	Pexels,	or	Openverse.	Just	be	sure	that	the
image	you	want	to	use	is	copyright-free	if	you’re	getting	it	from	another	source.	Should	you	need	designed	images	(logos,	charts,	graphs,	and	so	forth),	basic	design	services	like	Canva,	Stencil,	or	Snappa	can	help.	They	make	image	design	easy,	especially	for	featured	images,	graphs	and	charts,	infographics,	etc.	Other	options	include	Infogram,
Piktochart,	and	Venngage.	Choose	which	pages	your	website	needs	Here	are	some	examples	of	basic	pages	that	most	websites	need:	Home	Page:	The	page	that	visitors	land	on	when	they	enter	your	domain	into	a	browser.	It	can	have	all	types	of	content,	including	a	blog	feed	or	links	to	other	important	pages	on	your	site.	Anyone	who	lands	on	the
homepage	should	immediately	get	a	good	understanding	of	what	your	site	is	about.	About	Page:	Visitors	are	usually	keen	to	learn	more	about	the	company	or	people	behind	sites	they	like.	Consequently,	the	About	page	is	often	one	of	the	most	frequented	pages	on	a	website,	so	make	sure	it’s	impactful	and	clearly	communicates	who	you	are.	Contact
page:	This	page	is	often	the	next	step	for	visitors	after	the	about	page.	Your	contact	page	should	clearly	list	all	the	ways	visitors	can	get	in	touch	or	even	come	with	a	contact	form.	Product	and	services	page:	Naturally,	if	you	offer	any	services	or	products	to	purchase	on	your	site,	you	need	pages	where	visitors	can	take	advantage	of	that.	Blog:	Unless
your	homepage	itself	is	a	blog,	you	are	going	to	need	a	separate	page	to	show	off	your	writing.	The	blog	page	usually	lists	articles	in	chronologically-descending	order	and	also	has	extra	information	such	as	the	most	popular	content	and	categories.	When	building	a	site	on	WordPress,	your	blog	(like	wordpress.com/blog)	will	be	a	Page	but	the
individual	articles	that	make	up	your	blog	are	called	Posts.		Legal	pages:	These	days,	pretty	much	all	websites	need	at	least	a	privacy	policy.	You	might	also	need	a	Terms	&	Conditions	page	and	meet	other	legal	requirements.	Consider	this	list	to	be	a	simple	starting	point.	As	before,	the	details	depend	on	the	type	of	website	you	want	to	make.	Great
ways	to	determine	which	pages	you’ll	need	are	building	a	simple	sitemap	and	planning	your	site	structure.	A	simple	spreadsheet	or	diagram	is	often	enough	for	that.	Create	your	website	content	When	it	comes	to	creating	content,	the	two	main	questions	are	the	“how”	and	“what.”	You	can	either	write	your	page	content	in	a	separate	document	and
copy	it	over	to	your	site	or	create	the	content	right	inside	WordPress.	Learn	how	to	create	pages	in	WordPress	To	make	a	new	page	in	WordPress,	go	to	Pages	>	Add	New	Page	in	the	dashboard.	WordPress.com	will	automatically	propose	pre-defined	layouts	for	different	kinds	of	pages	that	you	can	choose	from.	However,	it’s	also	possible	to	start	with
a	blank	canvas	by	clicking	the	Blank	page	button.	Either	way,	once	you	make	your	selection,	you	end	up	in	the	WordPress	block	editor.	To	start	creating	your	page,	enter	a	title	at	the	top	and	add	your	content	(like	text	and	photos)	below.	Page	content	is	created	in	the	form	of	Blocks,	which	can	be	anything	from	paragraphs	and	headings	to	layout
elements	like	columns	and	even	forms	and	widgets.	Paragraphs	are	the	most	simple;	they	appear	as	you	write	and	insert	line	breaks.	You	can	see	every	other	available	block	when	you	click	the	big	plus	button	in	the	upper	left	corner	or	in	the	editor	itself.	Click	on	any	of	the	block	names	to	add	them	to	the	page.	Then	format	and	configure	them
through	the	settings	bar	and	options	in	the	sidebar.	You	can	also	add	more	blocks	by	typing	a	slash	forward	(“/”)	and	searching	for	the	name	of	a	block.	When	you	publish	(by	clicking	the	Publish	button	in	the	top-right)	or	preview	(by	clicking	the	computer	icon	in	the	top-right)	a	page,	the	blocks	you	added	appear	as	they	would	for	readers	of	your
website.	Check	out	our	documentation	for	more	tips	and	tricks	on	building	pages	on	your	WordPress	site.	Outline	your	page	content	Before	you	start	writing,	determine	what	information	you	want	to	include	on	your	pages.	You	can	do	this	by	drafting	simple	outlines	right	inside	the	WordPress	editor.	Each	outline	should	have:	A	header	or	page	title.
Subheadings	for	each	page	(you	can	create	these	using	the	heading	block).	A	description	of	the	information	each	section	should	include.	Keep	it	clear	and	simple.	You’ll	have	time	to	refine	and	polish	your	website	copy	later	on.	Unless	you	have	a	photography	website	or	similar,	your	main	content	is	likely	going	to	be	words.	There	are	three	areas	to
particularly	pay	attention	to:	Titles	Body	copy	Calls	to	action	Your	title	matters	because	it	not	only	appears	on	your	own	website	but	also	in	search	engines.	It’s	one	of	the	main	elements	people	use	to	decide	whether	or	not	to	click	on	a	link	or	check	out	a	page.	It	has	to	be	both	informative	and	alluring,	which	can	be	a	difficult	balance	to	strike	if	you
haven’t	taken	the	time	to	plan	out	your	content.	As	you	might	have	guessed,	body	copy	appears	in	the	body	of	the	page	and	contains	the	main	information	of	each	page.	This	can	be	a	list	of	your	services,	your	about	page,	or	a	blog	post.	Here	are	a	few	basic	writing	guidelines	that	aid	in	readability:	Keep	sentences	under	25	words.	Use	no	more	than
three	sentences	per	paragraph.	Remember	your	unique	voice.	Write	enough	copy	to	cover	the	needs	of	each	page.	Finally,	some	pages	on	your	website	will	have	a	call	to	action,	which	gives	your	readers	an	obvious	next	step.	A	product	page	tries	to	sell,	a	blog	post	might	encourage	readers	to	comment	or	join	an	email	list,	and	a	contact	page	invites
visitors	to	write	you	a	message.	Clearly	tell	visitors	what	you	would	like	them	to	do.	You	can	do	it	in	the	form	of	a	heading,	button,	or	simple	text.	Your	pages	can	also	have	more	than	one	CTA,	the	important	thing	is	that	they	are	present	and	clear.	We	have	even	more	tips	if	you	really	want	to	make	sure	that	your	calls	to	action	are	as	effective	as
possible.	If	you’re	struggling	to	come	up	with	your	written	content,	you	can	get	assistance	from	the	Jetpack	AI	Assistant	on	WordPress.com	sites.	It	can	craft	content	for	you,	propose	headlines,	check	spelling	and	grammar,	adjust	the	tone,	translate	content,	and	more.	Check	it	out!	(See,	that	was	a	call	to	action.)	Visual	elements	help	clarify	or
emphasize	points	you	are	making	in	your	writing.	They	also	break	up	the	monotony	of	large	text	blocks	and	generally	make	online	content	more	pleasant	to	consume.	If	you’ve	been	following	along,	you	should	already	have	your	visuals	ready.	The	most	common	way	to	add	them	to	content	in	WordPress	is	the	WordPress	image	block.	However,	you	have
other	options	depending	on	the	look	you’re	after,	such	as	gallery,	slideshow,	or	cover.	You	can	also	include	images	from	the	aforementioned	Pexels	and	Openverse	right	inside	the	WordPress.com	editor.	While	you	create	your	website	pages,	click	on	the	block	inserter	again	and	then	go	to	the	Media	tab.	Search	images	by	keyword	and	click	them	to
add	them	to	the	editor,	complete	with	the	correct	attribution.	Videos	are	undeniably	one	of	the	most	popular	forms	of	online	content.	With	WordPress,	you	can	easily	embed	in	your	website	content.	For	example,	when	you	copy	and	paste	a	YouTube	video	URL	into	the	editor,	WordPress	automatically	embeds	the	video	where	you	put	the	link	using	the
YouTube	block.	Automatic	embeds	like	this	exist	for	many	other	services,	including	for	social	media	posts.	The	WordPress	editor	also	has	a	number	of	blocks	that	allow	the	use	of	video,	such	as	a	moving	background	in	certain	blocks.	Finally,	you	have	the	option	to	post	animated	GIFs	(or	short	videos	in	image	form)	as	either	uploaded	images	or
embedded	from	somewhere	else.	Set	up	your	homepage	To	make	one	of	your	newly	created	pages	your	homepage,	go	to	Settings	>	Reading	in	the	WordPress.com	admin	dashboard.	At	the	top,	you’ll	see	two	drop-down	menus	that	allow	you	to	define	which	page	serves	as	your	homepage	and	which	one	displays	your	blog	posts.	Select	your	desired
(published)	page	under	Your	homepage	displays	and	save	the	settings.	That’s	it,	your	homepage	is	now	live!	Add	your	pages	to	a	menu	Besides	your	homepage,	you	want	visitors	to	be	able	to	access	the	rest	of	your	most	important	pages.	The	most	common	way	to	do	so	is	with	a	navigation	menu.	You	can	create	and	modify	one	under	Appearance	>
Editor	in	the	Site	Editor.	The	screen	you	land	on	looks	similar	to	the	block	editor	used	for	pages;	however,	instead	of	a	single	page,	you	can	make	changes	to	the	entire	site	layout.	The	block	that	is	responsible	for	navigation	menus	is	itself	called	Navigation,	and	you	usually	already	find	it	in	the	top	section	of	your	theme.	Use	the	Document	Overview
(it’s	a	black	button	with	three	horizontal	lines	in	the	top	toolbar)	to	find	it.	Here,	you	can	easily	add	or	subtract	menu	items,	change	their	order,	or	modify	the	entire	look	of	the	navigation	across	all	of	the	pages	on	your	site.	All	of	that	happens	with	the	help	of	the	settings	bar	and	menu	in	the	sidebar.	While	here,	you	might	as	well	make	changes	to
your	header	and	footer	(if	necessary).	They	are	the	top	and	bottom	elements	of	your	website,	respectively.	You’ve	probably	already	encountered	the	header	element	while	working	on	your	navigation	menu.	Besides	the	menu,	it	usually	contains	things	like	the	logo	or	a	search	field.	Its	main	functionality	is	branding	and	helping	people	get	around	your
site.	The	footer	is	meant	to	invite	people	to	stick	around	longer	and	explore	more	options	when	they	reach	the	end	of	a	page.	For	that,	it	commonly	includes	elements	like	the	copyright	notice,	extra	menus,	or	your	business	address.	Your	WordPress	theme	likely	already	has	a	header	and	footer.	However,	you	can	try	out	different	options	by	simply
clicking	on	either	element.	When	you	do,	additional	design	options	show	up	in	the	sidebar.	Click	on	any	of	them	to	insert	the	block	into	the	editor.	You	can	also	customize	them	like	any	other	page	element.	Add	layout	elements	like	columns	and	rows,	fill	them	with	menus,	social	icons,	or	text.	You	can	also	change	background	and	font	colors,	sizes,	and
more	in	the	sidebar	menu.	Check	out	our	post	on	how	to	customize	your	header	for	more	ideas.	WordPress	plugins	are	programs	that	you	can	install	on	your	website	to	add	specific	features	and	functionality.	They	are	part	of	what	makes	WordPress	so	customizable;	instead	of	filling	the	platform	with	loads	of	functionality	not	everyone	needs,	you	can
add	site	features	according	to	your	individual	requirements.	You	can	think	of	them	like	apps	on	your	phone.	Not	everyone	needs	the	same	banking	app	that	you	do,	but	you	can	download	it	to	your	phone	to	add	that	necessary	functionality	for	you.	Plugins	can	add	small	tweaks,	like	the	ability	to	change	usernames,	or	big	features,	like	online	store
capabilities	or	entire	page	builders.	Additionally,	there	are	literally	tens	of	thousands	of	plugins	available.	Created	by	individual	developers	as	well	as	companies,	you	can	find	many	of	them	in	the	plugin	repositories	on	WordPress.com	and	WordPress.org,	but	also	third-party	stores	and		on	websites	of	individual	developers.	Like	themes,	there	are	free
and	paid	plugins.	On	WordPress.com,	you	need	a	site	on	a	Business	plan	or	higher	to	be	able	to	install	plugins.	However,	all	websites	on	WordPress.com	come	with	two	important	plugins	by	default:	Jetpack:	Jetpack	has	features	for	many	important	parts	of	website	management	like	speed,	security,	and	growth.	Akismet:	Our	anti-spam	plugin.	It	uses
artificial	intelligence	and	machine	learning	to	sort	the	spam	comments	your	site	receives	from	the	real	deal.	Learn	more	about	what	WordPress	plugins	are	and	how	they	work.	Go	to	the	Plugins	menu.	Use	the	search	bar	to	look	for	what	you	need	by	name	or	keyword,	or	go	through	the	categories.	When	you	see	something	you	are	interested	in,	click
on	it	to	learn	more	and	then	on	Install	and	activate	(or	Purchase	and	activate	if	it’s	a	paid	plugin)	to	add	it	to	your	site.	The	plugin	will	automatically	download	and	become	active	on	your	site	so	you	can	start	using	it.	You	can	manage	all	the	plugins	on	your	site	as	well	as	deactivate	and	delete	them	under	Plugins	>	Installed	Plugins.	If	you	don’t	know
which	plugins	you	should	install	while	you	create	your	website,	here	are	a	few	popular	examples:	Yoast:	The	most	popular	WordPress	SEO	plugin.	It	allows	you	to	add	important	information	for	search	engines,	such	as	SEO	titles	and	descriptions.	It	also	has	an	analysis	module	where	it	tells	you	what	you	need	to	do	to	optimize	your	pages	and	much
more.	Crowdsignal	Forms:	This	is	a	plugin	that	comes	pre-installed	on	WordPress.com	sites	to	help	you	create	contact	forms	where	visitors	can	get	in	touch	with	you.	Alternatively,	consider	using	the	Form	block.	ShortPixel	Adaptive	Images:	Images	can	be	an	obstacle	to	website	speed	because	of	their	size	and	longer	download	time.	This	plugin	helps
by	converting	your	visuals	to	file	types	with	a	smaller	footprint,	compressing	them,	adding	lazy	loading,	and	much	more.	MonsterInsights:	Easily	connect	Google	Analytics	to	your	website	(more	on	that	below)	and	display	website	data	in	your	WordPress	dashboard.	Alternatively,	you	can	enable	Google	Analytics	tracking	on	WordPress.com	without
installing	a	plugin	on	eligible	plans.	For	more	input	and	ideas,	read	our	article	on	must-have	plugin	recommendations.	In	order	to	attract	visitors	from	search	engines,	you	need	to	make	sure	your	site	is	configured	in	a	way	that	search	providers	will	be	able	to	understand	its	topic	correctly.	With	your	site	running	on	WordPress,	it	is	automatically
search	engine-friendly.	The	CMS	is	configured	in	a	way	by	default	that	makes	you	content	readable	and	well-structured.	Yet,	there	are	still	a	few	things	that	you	can	and	should	do	to	give	your	site	the	last	bit	of	SEO	polish.	It’s	possible	to	customize	your	page	titles	just	for	search	engines	so	they	are	short	enough	to	not	be	cut	off	in	search	results	but
descriptive	enough	to	entice	new	visitors	to	your	site.	On	WordPress.com,	you	have	the	ability	to	do	so	via	the	Jetpack	plugin.	Go	to	Jetpack	>	Settings	>	Traffic	and	find	the	Search	engine	optimization	panel.	Here,	you	can	define	default	title	structures	for	different	types	of	content	as	well	as	preview	and	customize	your	front	page’s	appearance	in
search	results	and	social	media.	You	can	also	enable	an	option	to	do	the	same	for	individual	posts	and	pages.	SEO	plugins,	like	the	aforementioned	Yoast	SEO,	also	add	this	and	other	abilities	to	your	website.	For	example,	both	Jetpack	and	Yoast	will	automatically	create	a	sitemap	for	you.	A	meta	description	is	another	piece	of	information	that	appears
in	search	results.	It’s	the	text	that	you	see	below	the	links	and	URL.	You	can	configure	this	with	the	aforementioned	tools,	and	in	general,	meta	descriptions	should	be	no	longer	than	160	characters.	If	no	meta	description	is	set,	Google	will	either	use	the	beginning	of	the	post/page	or	a	random	passage	that	it	deems	relevant.	In	fact,	it	will	often	do	the
latter,	even	if	you	have	included	a	meta	description.	However,	writing	a	custom	description	allows	you	to	control	its	content	for	those	cases	when	it	does	show	up.		The	URL	is	another	element	that	search	engines	look	at	when	figuring	out	the	topic	and	ranking	of	your	website.	You	can	configure	different	link	structures	for	your	site	in	WordPress
under	Settings	>	Permalinks.	The	most	important	part	is	that	you	show	the	post	name	at	the	end	of	the	URL	(also	known	as	the	slug).	That	way,	you	can	include	your	topic	and	keywords	there.	Luckily,	WordPress	is	automatically	configured	to	do	so.	You	also	have	the	option	to	display	categories	in	the	URL	structure.	This	makes	sense	if	you’re
creating	a	website	with	an	online	shop,	where	grouping	products	is	imperative.	However,	it	can	also	be	a	good	idea	for	content-based	sites.	It	helps	further	clarify	broad	topics.	Finally,	you	have	the	possibility	to	include	a	date	in	the	URL	so	that	people	can	see	when	a	particular	post	was	first	published.	This	makes	the	most	sense	for	websites	where
the	date	is	important	to	the	article	context,	like	news	websites.	It’s	important	to	note	that	unless	you	have	a	completely	new	site,	you	shouldn’t	change	your	URL	structure	randomly!	It	can	make	you	lose	search	traffic	by	breaking	the	links	already	indexed	by	Google.	This	kind	of	thing	needs	careful	consideration	and	planning	to	not	ruin	your	hard
work.	Keywords	are	terms	your	target	audience	might	use	when	searching	for	content	like	yours.	For	example,	a	reader	may	look	up	“gluten	free	pasta	salad”	to	find	a	new	recipe.	If	you	want	your	pasta	salad	recipe	to	rank	for	that	search	term,	you’ll	need	to	make	sure	that	term	(otherwise	known	as	a	keyword)	appears	within	your	content.		It’s
important	to	put	keywords	in	the	title,	URL,	and	meta	description.	Besides	that,	you	should	also	include	them	in	your	written	text,	the	file	names	of	your	images,	and	their	alt	text.	You	can	configure	the	last	part	in	the	editor	sidebar	when	you	click	on	any	image	block.	The	information	here	is	used	by	search	spiders	and	screen	readers	of	people	who
are	visually	impaired	to	figure	out	the	content	of	an	image	without	being	able	to	see	it.	Therefore,	it	is	very	important	for	accessibility,	not	just	SEO.	It	should	be	a	description	of	what	the	image	is	about.	If	you	are	unsure	about	your	use	of	keywords,	many	SEO	plugins	let	you	enter	the	keyword	you	are	targeting	into	the	analysis	module	and	give	you	a



checklist	if	you	have	used	it	enough	and	in	the	right	places.		Generally,	you	don’t	want	to	overdo	keyword	usage	in	your	posts	or	pages,	as	that	can	be	rather	unpleasant	to	read	as	a	site	visitor.	Instead,	be	mindful	of	the	term	you’re	trying	to	rank	for	and	use	it	and	variations	of	it	throughout	your	content	in	a	natural	way.	Web	analytics	allow	you	to
track	website	metrics	so	that	you	know	if	you	are	achieving	your	goals.	They	also	help	you	figure	out	what’s	working	on	your	site,	if	there	are	technical	problems,	and	which	content	is	popular.	Three	common	tools	for	this	are	Google	Search	Console,	Google	Analytics,	and	Jetpack	Stats.	Search	Console	is	what	Google	calls	its	webmaster	tools.	It’s	free
to	use,	and	you	can	connect	your	site	to	it	to	find	out	how	your	content	is	performing	in	search	results.	It	tells	you	what	search	queries	your	content	is	ranking	for,	the	number	of	impressions,	clicks,	and	your	click-through	rate.	This	information	helps	you	determine	your	best-performing	pages,	find	related	keywords,	and	see	the	countries	your	content
is	most	popular	in.	You	can	also	find	out	what	queries	individual	pages	rank	for	and	take	action	if	the	performance	starts	to	decrease.	Besides	that,	Search	Console	tells	you	if	there	are	technical	problems	on	your	website,	and	you	can	find	out	your	indexing	status,	page	experience,	Core	Web	Vitals,	and	more.	This	helps	you	make	sure	your	search
performance	is	not	hurt	by	a	technical	glitch.	You	can	also	submit	a	sitemap	to	help	Google	discover	your	content.	Google	Analytics	is	another	free	Google	tool	that	you	can	connect	to	your	site.	Instead	of	ranking	in	search,	it	reports	on	traffic	from	all	sources	and	helps	you	better	understand	how	visitors	interact	with	your	site	once	they’re	there.	The
tool	shows	how	many	people	are	on	your	site,	where	they	come	from	(both	the	medium	and	locality),	what	content	they	look	at,	how	they	move	through	your	site,	where	they	drop	off,	how	long	they	stick	around,	and	a	lot	more.	It	also	lets	you	track	conversions	for	custom	events	and	shopping	activity.	This	tool	helps	website	owners	understand	what
pages	and	content	are	most	popular	and	how	you	can	improve	the	experience	on	your	site	in	order	to	move	visitors	towards	desired	calls	to	action	and	pages.	Jetpack	Stats	is	present	by	default	on	any	website	you	create	on	WordPress.com,	and	you	find	it	in	the	Stats	menu.	The	analytics	tells	you	the	number	of	visitors,	page	views,	likes,	and
comments.	You	can	filter	it	by	different	timeframes,	see	your	most	popular	posts	and	pages,	who	refers	visitors	to	you,	where	they	come	from	in	the	world,	search	terms,	most	clicked	links,	and	a	lot	more.	Depending	on	your	WordPress.com	plan,	you	may	also	see	the	Insights	tab	that	gives	you	a	yearly	overview	of	how	much	you	posted,	your	visitors
per	day,	the	most	popular	posts,	and	more.	Finally,	there	is	also	information	about	your	WordPress.com	subscribers.	Once	you	have	finished	all	of	the	above,	the	final	step	is	to	publish	your	site.	But	there’s	one	that	comes	before	it:	testing.	Go	through	every	part	of	your	website	and	make	sure	it’s	the	way	you	want	it	to	be.	Test	all	functionality,
proofread	content,	check	your	pages	on	different	devices,	and	run	them	through	a	speed	tool	like	the	WordPress.com	Speed	Test.	Once	satisfied,	publishing	your	site	usually	means	switching	it	from	private	to	public	in	Settings	>	General.	Make	sure	to	disable	the	setting	that	discourages	search	engines	from	indexing	your	site.	After	that,	it’s	publicly
available	and	ready	to	welcome	visitors.	However,	you	have	to	take	an	active	role	in	bringing	them	to	your	site.	Here’s	how:	SEO:	We	have	already	covered	how	to	optimize	content	to	rank	well	in	search.	To	let	search	engines	know	that	your	site	exists,	make	sure	to	submit	your	sitemap	to	webmaster	tools	like	Google	Search	Console.	That	way,	they
can	index	your	pages	and	show	them	in	search	results.	Social:	Use	social	media	to	promote	your	website	and	potential	blog	posts.	Write	updates,	use	appropriate	hashtags,	and	interact	with	others	in	your	industry.	Email:	Starting	an	email	newsletter	is	an	effective	way	to	build	a	loyal	following.	You	can	email	them	about	new	content	and	other	news.
Jetpack,	which	comes	with	every	WordPress.com	website,	has	a	number	of	useful	features	for	this.	For	example,	under	Tools	>	Marketing	you	can	connect	to	your	social	accounts	and	have	the	plugin	automatically	post	new	site	content	to	them.	Likewise,	under	Settings	>	Newsletter	(or	Jetpack	>	Settings	>	Newsletter	on	eligible	plans),	you	can	add
email	newsletter	functionality	to	your	site	and	configure	where	sign-up	boxes	appear.	Plus,	you	can	use	the	Subscribe	block	to	add	more	options	manually.	Once	set	up,	you	have	the	ability	to	automatically	send	new	posts	to	anyone	who	signs	up	to	your	newsletter.	Maintain	your	website	Running	a	website	means	playing	the	long	game,	and	it	takes
consistent	effort	to	make	it	successful.	Two	of	the	most	important	matters	to	keep	in	mind	are	backups	and	content	updates.	Without	a	backup	solution	in	place	for	your	website,	you	could	lose	everything	you	worked	so	hard	to	create.	In	addition,	if	you	let	your	content	go	stale,	it	can	lead	to	loss	of	search	rankings	and	a	bad	user	experience.	If	your
site	is	hosted	at	WordPress.com,	the	first	part	is	taken	care	of	for	you.	All	sites	on	Business	plans	and	above	are	automatically	backed	up	at	least	once	a	day	and	give	you	the	ability	to	restore	them	to	any	previous	point	in	time.	That’s	the	beautiful	part	about	managed	hosting;	it	leaves	you	time	and	space	for	non-admin	work.	Time	that	you	should
invest	in	keeping	your	content	updated.	At	least	once	a	month,	make	sure	to	look	over	your	most	important	pages	to	see	if	the	information	is	still	current,	especially	crucial	information	like	your	business	hours	or	address.	Besides	that,	if	you	are	running	a	blog,	you	should	also	regularly	update	your	articles.	Google	Search	Console	and	other	SEO	tools
can	tell	you	if	your	rankings	start	worsening.	If	you	see	rankings	start	to	go	down,	that’s	definitely	a	cue	that	your	content	might	need	an	update.	Finally,	let’s	go	over	some	FAQs	about	creating	a	website.	No,	absolutely	not.	WordPress	is	set	up	as	a	beginner-friendly,	no-code	solution.	Thanks	to	its	powerful	block	editor,	you	can	make	almost	any
change	you	want	through	its	visual	interface.	If	you	do	know	how	to	code,	you	do	have	the	ability	to	use	it	on	your	site.	However,	it	is	never	a	requirement.	There	is	no	cut-and-dry	answer	to	this.	It	will	depend	on	the	type	of	website	you’d	like	to	build,	your	level	of	expertise,	how	much	time	you	are	able	to	commit	to	it,	and	more.	Generally	speaking,
you	can	start	a	basic	website	with	WordPress.com	in	a	weekend.	As	you	have	seen	above,	it’s	enough	to	simply	slap	on	a	design,	create	pages	and	content,	and	put	it	out	there.	If	you	need	something	more	elaborate,	it	will,	of	course,	take	longer.	Just	like	time	invested,	website	costs	are	variable	and	depend	on	your	needs.	Two	of	the	most	basic	costs
are	your	domain	and	your	hosting	plan.	These	are	easy	to	figure	out.	However,	there	are	other	costs	involved	with	building	and	running	a	website,	such	as	from	buying	premium	themes,	plugins,	or	tools.	Yet,	as	mentioned,	a	lot	of	that	is	optional,	and	you	can	forgo	some	of	the	bells	and	whistles	to	make	the	process	more	affordable.	It’s	important	to
note	that	with	a	WordPress.com	plan,	you	get	a	lot	of	value	for	your	money.	They	include	many	features	you	often	would	have	to	pay	a	separate	service	or	plugin	for,	especially	when	it	comes	to	website	speed	and	security.	Here’s	what	you	benefit	from	by	choosing	WordPress.com	as	the	home	for	your	website:	Customer	support:	Access	to	24/7	expert
support,	ensuring	you	get	help	whenever	you	need	it.	Security:	Automatic	updates,	daily	backups,	and	built-in	security	measures	protect	your	site	from	malware	and	hacking	attempts.	Built-in	Jetpack	features:	Essential	tools	like	site	stats,	social	sharing,	downtime	monitoring,	and	basic	SEO	are	built-in,	improving	your	site’s	performance	and	reach.
Speed:	WordPress.com’s	global	Content	Delivery	Network	(CDN)	and	optimized	infrastructure	ensure	fast	load	times	for	visitors	worldwide.	No	limits	on	traffic:	We	handle	any	amount	of	traffic	without	you	needing	to	worry	about	bandwidth	limits,	extra	costs,	or	a	decrease	in	site	performance.	Open	source-driven:	Because	WordPress.com	is	hosting
made	for	the	open	source	WordPress	software,	you	have	the	flexibility	and	freedom	to	customize	your	site	(unlike	other	proprietary	solutions).	Themes	and	plugins	(on	the	Business	plan	and	above):	Unlock	thousands	of	premium	themes	and	plugins	for	advanced	customization	and	added	functionality	to	match	your	unique	needs.	Lack	of	development
and	technical	skills	shouldn’t	keep	you	from	setting	up	your	own	website.	Even	as	a	beginner,	you	can	follow	the	steps	above	to	create	your	presence	on	the	internet.	While	it	might	be	a	bit	outside	of	your	comfort	zone,	it’s	absolutely	doable.	All	it	takes	is	a	willingness	to	try,	learn,	and	persevere.	With	that,	you	too	can	create	a	website	for	yourself.
Know	what	you	want	to	achieve,	then	set	out	to	do	it	one	step	at	a	time.	We’d	be	honored	to	be	along	for	the	ride.	Sign	up	to	WordPress.com	today	and	take	advantage	of	the	convenience	of	WordPress-optimized	managed	hosting,	powerful	tools,	and	expert	support.	Whether	you’re	starting	a	personal	blog,	launching	a	business	site,	or	opening	an
online	store,	everything	you	need	is	within	reach.	WordPress	is	one	of	the	world’s	most	popular	content	management	systems	(CMS).	With	over	44%	of	the	internet	built	on	it,	WordPress	allows	users	of	any	skill	level	to	create	a	website	quickly.	There’s	no	intensive	coding	to	learn;	rather,	it	works	much	like	old	word	processors.	In	this	WordPress	for
beginners	guide,	we	will	explore	the	benefits	of	using	WordPress,	provide	a	step-by-step	guide	to	its	dashboard,	and	walk	you	through	creating	pages	and	taking	your	site	live	using	the	Divi	theme.	Let’s	dive	in.	What	is	WordPress?	WordPress	got	its	start	way	back	in	the	90s	as	a	blogging	platform.	Since	then,	it	has	evolved	into	a	complex	CMS
capable	of	building	any	website,	from	a	membership	site	to	a	forum	to	an	online	store.	WordPress	comes	in	two	iterations:	.com	and	.org.	While	the	core	platform	is	the	same,	there	are	quite	a	few	differences.	The	main	difference	between	the	two	is	how	they	are	hosted.	With	.org,	it’s	considered	a	self-hosted	platform,	which	means	you’ll	need	to
purchase	a	separate	hosting	plan	to	use	it.	Alternatively,	the	.com	version	of	WordPress	is	an	all-in-one	platform	with	built-in	hosting.	In	this	guide,	we’ll	focus	on	.org	rather	than	.com	primarily	because	of	its	extra	benefits.	The	Benefits	of	Building	a	Website	with	WordPress	Subscribe	To	Our	Youtube	Channel	There	are	plenty	of	reasons	to	love
WordPress.	First	and	foremost,	it’s	free.	Well,	sort	of.	The	platform	is	entirely	free,	but	hidden	costs	include	hosting,	a	domain,	plugins,	and	a	theme,	which	can	add	up	quickly.	However,	cost	concerns	are	overshadowed	by	how	easy	it	is	to	learn	WordPress.	It’s	relatively	straightforward	once	you	get	past	the	learning	curve,	and	if	you	get	stuck,	tons
of	tutorials	and	documentation	are	available	from	hundreds	of	sources.	Another	benefit	of	WordPress	is	how	easy	it	is	to	customize.	Whether	creating	a	blog,	ecommerce	site,	or	a	huge	online	community,	a	wide	range	of	themes	and	plugins	are	available	to	help	you	craft	a	unique	browsing	experience	for	your	visitors.	WordPress	is	for	beginners,	so
you	can	easily	change	the	layout,	colors,	fonts,	and	other	design	aspects.	If	you’re	a	seasoned	developer,	you	can	use	custom	code	snippets	and	webhooks	to	make	WordPress	function	any	way	you	want.	As	your	website	grows,	WordPress	can	handle	the	additional	traffic	and	additional	content	like	a	champ.	Plus,	it’s	SEO-friendly,	meaning	it’s
optimized	for	search	engines,	which	helps	your	website	rank	higher	in	search	results	ranking	pages	(SERPs)	and	attract	more	organic	traffic.	Setting	Up	Your	Hosting	Plan	Before	we	dive	into	the	details	of	the	WordPress	dashboard,	we’d	be	remiss	if	we	didn’t	explain	the	importance	of	picking	a	good	hosting	provider.	Choosing	the	right	hosting
partner	is	essential	to	your	website’s	success.	In	fact,	it	can	make	or	break	it.	You	want	your	web	host	to	be	fast,	reliable,	scalable,	and	secure.	Plus,	it	needs	to	fit	within	your	budget.	That	may	seem	like	a	tall	order,	but	plenty	of	amazing	WordPress	hosts	are	out	there,	and	we	recommend	a	perfect	choice	for	anyone:	SiteGround.	SiteGround	offers
three	plans	that	appeal	to	WordPress	beginners	and	experts.	It’ll	fit	within	any	budget,	with	prices	ranging	from	$15	–	$40	monthly.	SiteGround	runs	specials	often,	so	there’s	an	excellent	chance	of	getting	a	killer	deal.	It’s	more	than	just	affordable,	though.	You’ll	get	a	lot	of	bang	for	your	buck	with	SiteGround.	With	features	like	free	emails,	SSL,
CDN,	and	migration,	you’ll	have	all	the	tools	to	keep	your	website	running	smoothly.	They	are	strict	on	security,	too.	They	offer	one	of	the	best	security	packages	in	the	business,	with	a	web	application	firewall	(WAF)	keeping	nasty	hackers	away.	Additionally,	you	won’t	have	to	worry	about	malware,	DDoS	attacks,	or	other	security	issues.	Thought
SiteGround	is	the	perfect	choice	for	most	people,	other	excellent	options	exist.	Providers,	such	as	Hostinger,	Pressable,	Cloudways,	or	Flywheel	are	all	excellent	options	to	consider.	Get	SiteGround	Setting	Up	WordPress	In	the	following	steps,	we’ll	instruct	you	on	how	to	install	WordPress,	explore	the	tools	within	the	dashboard,	and	walk	you	through
the	steps	to	create	content,	style	your	site,	and	push	it	live.	Once	you	complete	these	steps,	you’ll	see	why	WordPress	is	perfect	for	beginners.	Step	1:	Installing	WordPress	There	are	a	few	ways	to	install	WordPress,	including	using	a	hosting	provider,	manually	installing	it	yourself,	or	locally	using	Local	by	Flywheel	or	MAMP	Pro.	In	this	tutorial,	we’ll
show	you	how	to	install	WordPress	using	SiteGround’s	Site	Tools	dashboard.	If	you’d	like	to	learn	other	ways	to	install	WordPress,	read	our	definitive	guide.	Install	WordPress	via	SiteGround	After	signing	up	for	a	SiteGround	account,	you	can	easily	install	WordPress	in	just	a	few	clicks.	Start	by	clicking	the	set	up	site	button	at	your	screen’s	top
center.	Next,	choose	whether	to	set	up	your	site	on	a	new,	existing,	or	temporary	domain.	Select	temporary	domain,	then	click	continue.	SiteGround	will	assign	a	temporary	domain	to	your	WordPress	install.	To	proceed,	click	continue.	Next,	click	start	new	website.	Choose	WordPress.	The	next	step	allows	you	to	create	your	login	credentials.	This	is
how	you’ll	log	in	to	your	WordPress	dashboard	when	working	on	your	site.	Be	sure	to	write	down	or	save	your	login	information	for	reference.	Click	continue	to	proceed	to	the	next	step.	Finally,	click	the	finish	button	to	install	WordPress.	You	have	two	choices	in	accessing	the	WordPress	dashboard.	Through	SiteGround,	you	can	click	on	the	log	in
admin	button.	Another	way	to	log	in	to	WordPress	is	through	the	CMS	by	navigating	to	www.yoursite.com/wp-admin	in	your	browser.	Be	sure	to	replace	www.yoursite.com	with	your	unique	domain.	Step	2:	WordPress	for	Beginners	–	the	Dashboard	Upon	logging	in	for	the	first	time,	you’ll	notice	the	WordPress	toolbar	on	the	left-hand	side	of	the
screen.	It	contains	all	the	tools	and	settings	you’ll	need	to	begin	building	your	site.	The	main	dashboard	screen	contains	quick	links	for	viewing	or	managing	pages,	editing	the	design	of	your	site,	useful	links,	and	WordPress-related	blog	posts.	The	next	tab,	Updates,	allows	you	to	review	any	plugins,	themes,	or	core	files	that	need	to	be	updated.	You
need	to	keep	the	software	updated	for	functionality	and	security.	Otherwise,	your	site	could	fall	victim	to	hackers,	or	at	the	very	least,	break.	When	embarking	on	updating	plugins,	themes,	or	WordPress	core,	be	sure	to	make	a	backup	of	your	website	in	case	you	counter	any	issues.	Most	reputable	hosting	providers	offer	free	backups.	However,
depending	on	the	host	you	choose,	you	may	need	to	install	a	plugin.	Consider	a	good	backup	plugin,	such	as	UpdraftPlus,	to	create	backups	daily	or	weekly	to	avoid	losing	your	website’s	files.	Posts	The	next	tab	is	for	posts.	Here	you	can	create	new	posts	or	edit	existing	ones.	You	can	also	set	up	your	blog’s	categories	and	tags,	which	is	great	for
keeping	your	content	organized,	helps	with	SEO	and	makes	it	easy	for	your	users	to	find	what	they	are	looking	for.	Media	WordPress	comes	with	its	own	media	library,	where	you	can	add	and	edit	images	for	your	website.	Pages	The	next	set	of	tools	allows	you	to	add	pages	to	your	website.	Although	pages	are	created	much	like	posts,	there	are	some
differences.	These	pages	will	appear	in	the	main	navigation,	allowing	visitors	to	browse	your	content	easily.	Another	difference	is	that	posts	enable	categories	and	tags,	whereas	pages	do	not.	Comments	The	next	setting	for	WordPress	is	comments.	When	you	publish	posts	on	your	website,	WordPress	automatically	provides	a	comment	section	to	each
post.	Your	site’s	visitors	can	add	remarks	to	your	posts,	providing	interest	for	other	readers	and	an	opportunity	for	you	to	boost	engagement.	However,	comments	are	only	beneficial	if	you	take	the	necessary	steps	to	moderate	them	effectively.	Appearance	Some	of	the	most	beneficial	tools	in	WordPress	are	contained	within	the	Appearance	tab.	Here,
you	can	install	themes,	customize	them,	add	widgets	to	display	important	information,	create	navigation	menus,	and	more.	Depending	on	which	theme	you	choose	to	use,	these	tools	will	vary.	If	using	a	full	site	editing	block	theme	like	Twenty	Twenty-Three,	you	are	limited	to	themes	and	editor.	Premium	WordPress	themes,	such	as	Divi,	generally	have
more	options,	including	the	ability	to	edit	your	theme’s	files.	Plugins	WordPress	offers	extendability	of	its	platform	through	the	use	of	plugins.	They	allow	you	to	add	functionality,	such	as	chatting	with	visitors,	tracking	your	site’s	performance,	or	hundreds	of	other	tasks.	The	plugins	tab	reveals	a	list	of	plugins	currently	installed	(1)	on	your	website.
You	can	view,	manage,	or	delete	plugins	as	needed.	The	Add	New	(2)	option	enables	you	to	search	for	and	install	new	plugins	available	in	the	WordPress	repository	or	install	new	ones	in	a	few	clicks.	Depending	on	the	theme	you	have	installed,	a	plugin	editor	option	allows	developers	to	make	coding	changes	to	activated	plugins.	Users	The	all	users
section	of	the	WordPress	dashboard	allows	you	to	manage	your	site’s	users.	You	can	add,	edit,	or	delete	users	and	specify	their	roles	and	permissions.	The	profile	option	lets	you	edit	each	user’s	gravatar	image,	bio,	and	contact	information.	A	quick	tip:	users	can	also	be	extended	with	membership	plugins,	like	Memberpress,	that	enable	you	to	restrict
content	based	on	membership	level.	Tools	The	tools	section	of	the	dashboard	offer	features	to	manage	and	maintain	your	site.	You	can	browse	available	tools,	import	or	export	WP	posts,	pages,	and	media	through	an	XML	file,	monitor	your	site’s	security	and	performance,	and	export	or	erase	users’	personal	data	to	maintain	GDPR	compliance.	Settings
The	WordPress	settings	section	allows	you	to	set	your	site’s	title	and	tagline,	set	a	home	page,	set	default	media	sizes,	set	privacy,	and	more.	These	settings	are	too	complex	to	go	into	here,	so	we’ve	linked	some	helpful	articles	below	to	walk	you	through	the	steps.	Step	3:	WordPress	for	Beginners	–	Themes	A	WordPress	theme	is	your	website’s	face.
When	a	potential	customer	(or	reader)	lands	on	your	site,	you	want	them	to	find	the	information	they’re	looking	for	and	be	engaged	visually.	That’s	why	finding	the	best	WordPress	theme	for	your	overall	needs	is	important.	Once	you	find	the	perfect	companion,	there	are	two	ways	to	install	your	new	theme.	You	can	search	for	and	install	a	free	theme
from	the	WordPress	directory	or	upload	a	premium	theme,	such	as	Divi.	Get	Divi	Divi	is	an	excellent	choice	for	most	WordPress	users	due	to	the	amount	of	features	it	possesses.	You	can	install	one	of	more	than	2000	premade	layouts	to	build	your	website	or	generate	layouts	with	the	help	of	Divi	AI.	Divi	also	has	the	Theme	Builder,	which	lets	you
create	templates	for	your	header,	footer,	ecommerce	pages,	search	results,	and	more.	Start	by	navigating	to	Appearance	>	Themes	in	the	WordPress	dashboard.	Click	on	Add	New	Theme.	When	using	SiteGround,	you’ll	be	offered	a	choice	from	recommended	themes	(1),	browsing	for	WP	directory	themes	(2),	or	uploading	a	theme	(3).	Depending	on
your	hosting	provider,	those	options	may	appear	different	but	function	similarly.	If	you	wish	to	search	for	a	theme	by	keyword,	you	can	enter	search	terms	into	the	search	bar	(4).	Once	you	select	your	choice,	click	the	install	button.	When	the	screen	refreshes,	click	the	activate	button	to	make	your	theme	live.	Get	Divi	Step	4:	WordPress	for	Beginners
–	Plugins	The	next	step	in	the	process	is	installing	some	plugins.	How	many	you	need	or	what	they	will	do	depends	on	the	niche	you’re	going	for.	Thousands	of	plugins	are	available	through	the	WordPress	repository	and	third-party	vendors,	such	as	the	Divi	Marketplace,	so	the	sky	is	the	limit.	As	a	Divi	user,	the	Divi	Marketplace	adds	functionalities,
such	as	child	themes,	layouts,	and	extensions,	specifically	for	the	Divi	theme.	For	example,	some	popular	choices	include	Divi	Plus,	for	adding	WooCommerce	modules,	Divi	Supreme	Pro,	which	includes	design	modules,	extensions,	and	layouts,	and	Divi	Essential,	which	includes	starter	templates,	modules,	and	extensions.	Either	of	those	plugins	are
$79	per	year	and	can	be	used	on	unlimited	Divi	websites.	Explore	Divi	Marketplace	In	addition	to	plugins	for	Divi,	every	website	should	have	a	few	crucial	plugins	in	place	to	ensure	the	safety	and	security	of	its	customers.	That’s	why	there	is	an	essential	list	of	plugins	that	will	give	you	everything	you	need	for	your	WordPress	website	on	our	blog.
Consider	installing	a	few	important	plugins,	such	as	WP	Forms	for	creating	signup	or	contact	forms,	All	In	One	SEO	for	search	engine	optimization,	WP	Rocket	for	speed	optimization,	and	EWWW	for	image	optimization,	to	name	a	few.	Installing	a	WordPress	Plugin	Similar	to	themes,	there	are	two	ways	to	install	a	plugin:	searching	within	WordPress
or	uploading	a	premium	theme.	First,	navigate	to	Plugins	>	Add	New.	The	steps	to	installing	a	plugin	from	the	WP	directory	are	similar	to	installing	a	theme.	Search	or	browse	for	the	plugin	of	your	choice,	then	click	install	to	download	the	plugin.	Click	the	upload	plugin	tab	to	upload	a	plugin,	then	choose	file.	We’ll	choose	the	Divi	Builder	plugin	from
our	computer	and	upload	it	to	WordPress.	Once	uploaded,	click	install	now.	To	complete	the	installation,	activate	the	plugin.	Step	5:	WordPress	for	Beginners	–	Adding	Content	Now	that	our	theme	and	plugins	are	installed,	we	can	add	content.	We’ll	need	to	concentrate	on	a	few	areas:	posts,	pages,	and	media.	Add	a	Post	to	WordPress	When	creating
posts	in	WordPress,	you	can	add	content	using	the	Gutenberg	block	editor	or	use	one	of	many	page	builder	plugins,	such	as	Divi.	Here’s	a	quick	overview	to	show	you	how	to	create	posts	in	WordPress:	Click	the	Add	New	button	to	add	a	new	post.	Next,	you’ll	give	your	post	a	title.	Click	on	it	and	add	the	text.	To	add	content,	click	the	plus	icon	at	the
top	left	of	the	screen	(1)	or	in	the	page	editor	(2).	Once	you’ve	added	content,	assign	it	to	a	category	(1),	add	any	relevant	tags	(2),	then	click	the	publish	button	to	make	your	post	live	(3).	Add	a	Page	to	WordPress	To	add	a	new	page	to	your	site,	navigate	to	Pages	>	Add	New.	As	with	posts,	give	your	page	a	title	(1)	and	add	content	(2).	Once	all
content	has	been	added,	click	publish	to	make	your	page	live.	Add	Content	With	Divi	AI	When	using	Divi	or	the	Divi	Builder	Plugin,	you	can	take	advantage	of	over	200	design	modules	to	design	your	web	pages.	You	can	also	use	Divi	AI	to	generate	layouts.	It	offers	an	easy	way	for	WordPress	newbies	or	those	without	web	design	experience	to	create
beautiful	layouts	with	ease.	Once	your	page	is	created,	you	can	use	the	Divi	Builder	to	add	content	to	your	page.	Click	the	Use	Divi	Builder	button	to	get	started.	When	the	page	refreshes,	you’ll	be	presented	with	three	options:	to	build	a	page	from	scratch,	choose	a	premade	layout,	or	build	with	AI.	Select	Generate	Layout	to	use	Divi	AI	to	build	a	web
page.	Next,	you’ll	describe	the	page	you’d	like	to	create	(1),	provide	Divi	AI	with	any	additional	information	(2),	and	choose	fonts	and	colors	(3).	You	can	let	Divi	AI	choose	fonts	and	colors	for	you	or	specify	them	yourself.	Once	your	settings	are	complete,	click	the	Generate	Layout	button	(4)	to	create	a	page.	Divi	AI	will	get	to	work	generating	your
web	page.	It	will	add	the	wireframe,	including	Divi	design	modules,	write	all	copy,	and	generate	images.	Once	the	page	is	created,	you	can	use	the	Visual	Builder	to	edit	or	add	design	modules	or	regenerate	copy	and	images	as	necessary	with	Divi	AI.	When	all	changes	are	made,	click	the	purple	ellipsis	menu	at	the	bottom	center	of	the	page.	To
publish	the	page,	click	the	green	publish	button.	Get	Divi	AI	Step	6:	WordPress	for	Beginners	–	Customization	Before	you	take	your	site	live,	there	are	a	few	last-minute	details	that	you	should	take	care	of,	including	adding	any	custom	CSS,	configuring	SEO,	adding	social	media,	and	configuring	your	theme’s	settings.	These	options	will	vary	depending
on	the	theme	installed.	Adding	Custom	CSS	You	can	add	custom	CSS	to	style	different	elements	of	your	website.	Depending	on	the	theme,	there	are	a	few	places	to	add	your	snippets.	The	first	way	is	through	the	WordPress	customizer.	More	basic	themes	will	offer	this	option	in	Appearance	>	Customize.	For	premium	themes	like	Divi,	you	can	add
custom	CSS	in	Divi	>	Theme	Options.	Auto-Update	Plugins	WordPress	has	built-in	functionality	that	allows	you	to	turn	on	automatic	plugin	updates.	The	downside	to	this	is	encountering	an	issue	during	a	plugin	update.	You	might	not	know	what	went	wrong	if	you	aren’t	handling	updates	yourself.	Using	an	activity	log	plugin,	such	as	WP	Activity	Log,
will	give	you	more	clarity	into	what	went	wrong	so	you	can	troubleshoot	the	issue	easier.	To	enable	auto-updates,	navigate	to	the	WordPress	dashboard’s	plugins	section.	Click	enable	auto-updates	on	any	plugin	you’d	like	to	update.	Configure	Your	SEO	One	of	the	most	important	last	steps	before	launching	your	website	is	configuring	its	SEO	settings.
Using	an	SEO	plugin	such	as	Rank	Math	is	an	excellent	option.	It	offers	a	step-by-step	process	that	guides	you	in	achieving	better	SEO	scores	using	helpful	tips	and	suggestions.	Add	a	Site	Title	and	Tagline	Your	site’s	title	is	used	to	help	visitors	identify	the	website	they	are	browsing.	The	tagline	is	a	short	description	of	your	website.	It’s	best	to	use	a
unique	title	and	tagline	rather	than	repeating	the	title,	as	it	provides	a	more	accurate	depiction	of	what	your	website	is	about.	To	change	these,	navigate	to	Settings	>	General.	From	there,	input	your	desired	title	and	tagline,	then	save	your	changes.	WordPress	Reading	Settings	There	are	two	important	things	that	you	should	do	here,	including	setting
a	home	page	(1)	and	ensuring	the	Discourage	search	engines	from	indexing	this	site	checkbox	is	unchecked	(2).	You	can	show	your	latest	posts	on	the	home	page	or	choose	a	static	post	or	page.	When	the	discourage	checkbox	is	ticked,	search	engines	block	your	site	from	being	indexed,	so	you’ll	want	to	leave	that	unchecked	before	launching.	Save
your	changes	when	finished	(3).	Configure	Theme	Settings	Before	taking	your	site	live,	you	want	to	represent	your	business	properly.	Add	your	logo,	social	media	accounts,	color,	and	fonts.	Every	theme	is	different;	most	allow	you	to	complete	these	tasks	in	their	theme	settings.	Using	Divi,	navigate	to	Divi	>	Theme	Options.	Here,	you	can	add	all
necessary	branding	elements	and	make	other	necessary	changes.	Check	out	our	documentation	for	tips	on	how	to	use	Divi’s	theme	options.	Back	Up	Your	Site	The	last	and	most	important	step	before	pushing	your	site	live	is	to	back	up	your	website.	By	making	a	backup,	you’ll	preserve	your	site’s	files	in	case	of	a	misstep	in	the	launch	process.	Most
managed	hosting	providers,	such	as	SiteGround	and	WP	Engine,	offer	backups	in	their	hosting	plans.	However,	depending	on	the	host,	you	might	need	to	install	a	good	backup	plugin.	Step	7:	WordPress	for	Beginners	–	Taking	Your	Website	Live	The	last	step	in	the	process	is	to	take	your	website	live.	Since	we	built	our	site	on	a	temporary	domain
using	SiteGround,	you’ll	need	to	add	a	domain	first.	If	you	built	your	site	in	a	development	environment,	there	are	different	steps	to	take.	Regardless	of	your	hosting	provider,	there	are	a	few	items	to	check	once	your	site	is	live:	Build	Your	Dream	Website	With	WordPress	WordPress	is	a	powerful	and	versatile	CMS	that	can	create	various	websites.
Although	there	is	an	initial	learning	curve	to	overcome,	it’s	easy	for	beginners	to	learn	and	master.	With	a	vast	community	of	third-party	developers,	tutorials,	and	plugins	available,	you	can	customize	your	WordPress	website	to	make	it	your	own.	To	get	the	most	out	of	WordPress,	opt	for	a	quality	WordPress	host,	such	as	SiteGround,	so	you	can	easily
install	and	manage	your	WordPress	site.	Also,	make	sure	to	invest	in	a	premium	theme,	such	as	Divi,	so	you	can	make	your	website	one-of-a-kind.	Are	you	curious	to	learn	more	about	the	products	we	mention	in	this	post?	Check	out	the	table	below	to	find	pricing	and	links:	Frequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQs)	Before	we	wrap	up,	let’s	answer	some	of
your	most	common	questions	regarding	WordPress.	Did	we	miss	one?	Leave	a	question	below,	and	we	will	respond!	Yes,	WordPress	is	considered	beginner-friendly	as	it	offers	a	user-friendly	interface,	a	vast	selection	of	pre-designed	themes	and	plugins	(such	as	Divi),	and	extensive	documentation	and	support	resources.	Additionally,	many	tutorials
and	guides	are	available	online	to	help	beginners	navigate	and	customize	their	WordPress	site.	Yes,	you	can	learn	WordPress	for	free	through	various	online	resources	such	as	WordPress.org's	documentation	and	YouTube	tutorials.	WordPress	is	also	an	open-source	platform	so	that	anyone	can	access,	use	and	get	started	with	it	for	free.	Yes,	learning
WordPress	on	your	own	through	online	resources	such	as	video	tutorials,	articles,	and	forums	is	possible.	However,	understanding	the	platform	and	its	features	may	take	time	and	effort.	Joining	online	communities,	attending	webinars	or	workshops,	and	practicing	with	a	development	site	can	also	help	improve	your	skills.	The	time	it	takes	to	learn
how	to	make	a	WordPress	website	varies	depending	on	the	individual's	skill	level	and	learning	speed.	However,	with	dedication	and	practice,	it	is	possible	to	learn	the	basics	of	creating	a	website	in	a	few	weeks,	while	mastering	more	advanced	techniques	could	take	several	months	or	even	years.	No,	learning	WordPress	does	not	necessarily	require
coding	skills.	While	having	coding	knowledge	can	be	helpful	for	customization	and	advanced	functionality,	WordPress	is	designed	to	be	user-friendly	and	can	be	learned	and	used	by	individuals	without	coding	experience.	You	can	achieve	many	features	and	designs	without	writing	code	through	plugins	and	themes.	The	best	resources	to	learn	about
WordPress	include	the	official	WordPress	website	and	documentation,	online	tutorials	and	courses	from	websites	such	as	WPBeginner,	the	Elegant	Themes	Blog,	and	Udemy,	forums	and	communities	such	as	the	WordPress	subreddit,	and	popular	WordPress	blogs	such	as	WPMU	DEV.	You	should	learn	WordPress	because	it	is	the	most	popular	content
management	system	(CMS)	used	to	create	websites,	with	over	40%	of	all	websites	built	on	it.	It	is	user-friendly,	customizable,	and	has	a	large	community	of	developers	constantly	updating	and	improving	it.	Learning	WordPress	will	allow	you	to	create	and	manage	your	own	website	and	open	up	job	opportunities	in	web	development	and	design.	Along
with	WordPress,	it	is	beneficial	to	learn	skills	like	HTML,	CSS,	and	JavaScript	for	web	development,	SEO	optimization	for	enhancing	website	visibility,	content	creation,	and	marketing	to	engage	visitors,	and	website	security	to	protect	it	from	threats.	Knowledge	of	graphic	design,	UX/UI	design,	and	e-commerce	can	also	come	in	handy.	Yes,	WordPress
is	still	relevant	as	it	powers	over	40%	of	websites	on	the	internet,	has	a	large	community	of	users	and	developers,	and	offers	a	flexible	platform	for	creating	websites	and	blogs.	It	continues	to	evolve	with	new	features	and	updates,	making	it	a	popular	choice	for	businesses,	bloggers,	and	individuals	alike.	Yes,	WordPress	is	a	viable	source	to	make	a
living.	With	its	popularity	and	versatility,	WordPress	offers	numerous	opportunities	for	developers,	designers,	content	creators,	and	entrepreneurs	to	earn	a	living	through	services	such	as	website	design,	development,	maintenance,	hosting,	plugin/theme	development,	and	content	creation.	Need	more	tutorials?	If	you’d	like	a	more	comprehensive
look	into	WordPress,	check	out	our	complete	guide	on	how	to	make	a	website	from	scratch.	Featured	Image	via	olesia_g	/	Shutterstock.com	Relive	the	highlights	from	WordCamp	Europe	2025!	Explore	the	photos,	memorable	moments,	and	key	takeaways	in	our	event	recap.	The	open	source	publishing	platform	of	choice	for	millions	of	websites
worldwide—from	creators	and	small	businesses	to	enterprises.	Create	any	website	with	flexible	design	tools	and	the	power	of	blocks.	Start	with	a	blank	canvas	or	choose	a	theme.	Customize	every	detail—no	code	needed.	See	how	your	site	will	look	in	real	time,	even	as	you	add,	edit,	and	rearrange	content—with	intuitive	editing	and	integrated
features	to	manage	it	all.	Try	the	Block	Editor	Make	your	site	do	whatever	you	need	it	to.	Add	a	store,	analytics,	newsletter,	social	media	integration;	you’re	in	control	with	an	extensive	library	of	plugins.	And	let	the	newly	structured	Style	Book	help	you	get	the	best	view.	Easier	to	use	in	Block	themes,	it’s	also	a	great	way	to	see	what	you’re	building	in
certain	Classic	themes.	Do	It	all	faster	with	improvements	under	the	hood,	and	more	securely	than	ever	with	stronger	password	hashing.	Discover	a	collection	of	website	examples	from	around	the	world,	curated	to	spotlight	gorgeous	design,	technical	innovation,	and	the	limitless	power	of	WordPress.	Behind	the	technology	is	a	diverse	collective	of
people	collaborating	and	gathering	from	around	the	world.	We	hold	regular	events	with	opportunities	to	learn	more	about	WordPress	and	the	latest	tech	trends,	connect	with	fellow	industry	experts,	and	foster	your	professional	growth.		We’re	united	by	the	spirit	of	open	source,	and	the	freedom	to	build,	transform,	and	share	without	barriers.
Everyone	is	welcome.	Find	an	event	near	you	Find	everything	you	need	to	get	started,	download	the	platform,	find	hosting,	and	more—whether	it’s	your	first	site	or	your	ninety-first	site.
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